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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


WORK OF CONSTRUCTION in Southern Italy, by the 
agencies of UNO and the Government, is described in a special 
article. p. 246 


BUILDING PROGRESS in Denmark and Sweden is des- 
cribed by a correspondent who says that private enterprise is 
still these countries’ mainspring. p. 259 


THE FORTHCOMING APPEAL by Paddington BC against 
LCC refusal to approve a 15-storey high-density housing 
scheme is expected to create widespread interest, states a corre- 
spondent. p. 261 


‘“WE RECEIVE constant reminders, in our reviews of the 
BRS’s investigations, of the ultimate value of long-term re- 
search,’ state the Building Research Board, in their report 
for 1953, who give as an instance the practical advice the 
BRS was able to give with the rebuilding of the East Coast 
sea defences following the floods. p. 263 


SUGGESTIONS for research in 1954-5 by the Building Re- 
search Station have been made to the Ministry of Works by 
the Royal Sanitary Institute. p. 265 


A HINT that the brake may be slowly put on housing has been 
given to Cornish RDCs by an officer of the Ministry of Housing. 
The current housing report shows that 167,695 permanent 
houses were completed in the first six months of the year. p. 267 


THE FORM OF NOTICE to be used when the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Act comes into operation on August 30 has now been 
published. p. 269 


THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS has advised 
its members that they should dispense with the “‘ rise and fall”? 
clause in contracts of about £3,000. 


p. 275 


THE RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 


THE letters on the subject of the rise and fall clause, which 
have appeared recently in our correspondence columns, 
fall into two categories. First, there are those which support 
our call (The Builder, July 16) for immediate steps to abolish, 
or at least to restrict the use of, the clause in building con- 
tracts. Second, there are those who feel that the time is 
not yet ripe for abolishing the clause, since manufacturers 
and merchants do not quote firm prices; this, it will be remem- 
bered, was the view taken by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers when approached on the subject 
some months ago by the Government contracting depart- 
ments, and it now appears that a similar attitude was adopted 
by the Federation of Associations of Specialists and Sub- 
contractors. It is significant, however, that no one has come 
forward to defend the clause in principle, and some of those 
who feel that the time has not yet come to abolish it neverthe- 
less regard it as something of a nuisance inasmuch as it leads to 
extra office work in preparing claims. The only issue, therefore, 
is the time at which steps should be taken to abolish or restrict 
the use of the clause. Attention may have been drawn to the 
recommendations made, in limited terms, by the Federation 
of Master Builders to its members, reported on another page. 
We fully agree that the abolition of the clause would involve 
risks so long as merchants and manufacturers will not quote 
firm prices, but it is all too easy to exaggerate the risks and to 
fall into the frame of mind which will never regard the time 
as “opportune” for taking action. One of our correspon- 
dents came very near the mark when he wrote “ the opportune 
time will never come, because the cost of materials and 
labour will never stabilise unless there is real consumer resis- 
tance.” Given really determined resistance by the con- 
tractors as consumers, the merchants and manufacturers 
would soon have to meet the demand for firm prices. For- 
tunately, however, drastic measures of this nature are hardly 
likely to be necessary, and certainly we should not wish to see 
the affairs of the industry conducted on such a basis. The 
merchants and manufacturers are on the whole a reasonable 
body of men, and we believe that an approach to them on the 
lines suggested by the Robertson Committee would lead to 
fruitful results. We should be sorry to think that the experi- 
ence of the contractor mentioned in our issue of last week 
was other than exceptional ; moreover, it does not seem to have 
occurred to the contractor concerned that he could have 
brought an action for damages against the supplier for breach 
of his contract to supply at a fixed price. 
Certainly a conference of contractors, manufacturers and 
merchants could do no harm. Even if it did not lead to 
immediate agreement, it would at least enable both sides to 


a fuller appreciation of each other’s problems, and that in itself 


» would be a gain. Moreover, even if such a conference showed 
that conditions were not yet ripe for the total abolition of the 
rise and fall clause, it might at least pave the way for its 
partial abolition. We should hope, however, that the parties 
concerned would enter upon such a conference with the de- 
termination of creating conditions which would encourage 
the contractors to dispense altogether with the protection 
afforded by the clause ; only if that hope failed, should partial 
abolition be considered. After all, contractors, manufacturers 
and merchants are all ultimately servants of the public, and the 
public has some rights in the matter. The National Federation 
would be doing a very real service if they would take the lead 
in calling a conference of all the parties concerned. 
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USES FOR PULVERISED FUEL ASH 


THE amount of dust and soot produced by fires and 

furnaces, and all of which would be discharged to the 
atmosphere if collectors were not installed in most factory 
chimneys, is indicated by the estimate of the British Elec- 
tricity Authority that more than 3,000,000 tons of such dust 
are collected each year in the chimneys of power stations in 
Great Britain. This flue dust is expensive to collect and to 
dispose of, and much thought has been devoted to finding 
uses for it. 
been used as’ an additive to Portland cement, and some 
experience has been gained there in the use of Portland 
cement diluted with the dust collected in the chimneys of 
furnaces burning pulverised fuel. Recently, as reported on 
page 263, the British Electricity Authority and the Building 
Research Station have done similar research work on this 
subject. 

It has been found that the strength at one year of 1: 2: 4 
concrete in which one-fifth of the cement content is replaced 
with ash (both measured by weight) is the same as the strength 
of similar concrete made with undiluted cement, but that at 
earlier ages, with which the building industry is more con- 
cerned, the strength is much less. It seems that the strength 
of concrete at seven days is reduced in about the same pro- 
portion as the amount of ash used in the mixture. In the 
USA it appears to be accepted that it is not worth while to 
replace less than 20 per cent. of cement with the ash, and that , 
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In the USA the material has for some years ~ 
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greater proportions so seriously delay the hardening of the 
cement as to make it useless for most purposes. A propor- 
tion of 20 per cent. of ash has therefore been used in the 
British tests, and is more or less recommended as acceptable 
where high early strength is not essential, as it is in most 
works. 
. The ash has a chemical composition similar to that of 
pozzolana and has some cementitious properties. It also 
contains up to 12 per cent. or more of combustible material. 
which would probably make it unsuitable for renderings on 
account of the risk of surface blowing in damp conditions. 
In the USA the use of this ash in concrete (known as “ fly 
ash” concrete) has been chiefly in dams and other massive 
structures, where a slow rate of hardening is an advantage. 
For small work the cost of transport and of the handling and 
mixing the ash is likely to approach or outweigh the saving 
in cost of, say, 20 per cent. of the cement content of concrete. 
Another use for this’ash is in the manufacture of clay 
bricks, where it has been found that the addition of the ash 
to some types of clay effects a saving in time in drying, and 
also economises in fuel due to the carbon content of the ash. 
So far full-scale experiments have not been made in this 
direction, but experimental work indicates that with 
suitable clays satisfactory results may be expected. 
Experiments have also been made to produce a lightweight 
concrete aggregate by fusing the ash in a kiln into the form of 
pellets. The Building Research Station proposes to make 
further tests on this subject. 


NOTES & NEWS 


DUDOK’S 70TH 


A PARTY of four, consisting of Messrs. 

Frank Yerbury, Eric Bird, David 
Stokes and Frank Hoar, flew to Amsterdam 
last week for the presentation and banquet 
to M. Dudok on the occasion of his 
70th birthday. On the afternoon of 


August 5 the presentation was held in the 
Council Chamber of the 'Town Hall, 
Hilversum, before a gathering of some 
two hundred people, representing the 
architectural bodies of many countries. 

The Burgomaster of Hilversum, J. J. G. 
Boot, opened the proceedings (writes our 
correspondent) and was followed by Miss 
A. E. Ribbius, representing the County 
Council of North Holland. M. Bitterlin, 


the President of the French Academie 
d’Architecture, spoke, and then came 
Eric Bird, representing the RIBA, and 
Frank Yerbury; their presentation to 
M. Dudok took the form of a bound copy 
of his works. Francis Keally, of the USA, 
and H. Wylie, of the Royal Incorporation 
of the Architects of Scotland, completed 
the speeches in English. H. Van der 
Derweijde, of the Dutch Institute of 


Housing and Town Planning, and H. F. 


AWARD FOR FLATS.—The Saltire Society’s award for flats has been made for 
the four blocks comprising 24 flats in Freeland-lane in the Murray First Development, 
East Kilbride, designed by Messrs. Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, architects, for the 


East Kilbride Development Corporation. 


The blocks are linked with glass-walled 
stairs, as can be seen in the photograph. The award for hauses is on the facing page. 


Sigmons, President of the Aesthetical 
Board of Design, spoke next. M. Dudok 
then made a short and witty speech of 

— and the official part of the afternoon 
ended. 


The banquet in the evening was 
attended by a smaller party of some 45 
guests in the Gooiland Hotel at Hilversum. 
Then came dinner, which commenced 
at about 7 p.m. and lasted until midnight. 
During its course, further speeches were 
made by the Burgomaster, by M. Bitterlin, 
by Frank Yerbury and Eric Bird and 
finally by M. Dudok, the Englishmen 
noting with astonished delight the fantastic 
amount, apart from the excellence, of the 
varieties of food served during the course 
of the speeches. After a most pleasant 
meal the English party, considerably 
refreshed and ready for further junketings 
despite very little sleep the night before, 
were conducted to the hotel night club 
with various Dutch architects and their 
attractive wives, and danced well into 
the morning. The party ended only with 
the total exhaustion of the refreshments 
and the pianist, after which the 
Englishmen were conveyed to Amsterdam 
in time for a late breakfast. Now for 

»M. Dudok’s 80th! 


AA SCHOOL FEES INCREASED 


Tue Councit of the Architectural 
Association has given notice that, begin- 
ning with the next spring term, the tuition 


fees | 
£40 
Tt 
ment 
in fe 
of 
stude 
appe 
Asso 
allev 
with 
visit 
the 
cons 
Mr. 
insig 
The 
quant 
Wi 
qua 
F 
Bucki 
PARTI 
FR¢ 
JON 
tage 
arch 
— 


13 1954 


ig of the 
propor- 
ed in the 
cceptable 
in most 


» that of 

It also 
material. 
rings on 
nditions. 
1 as fly 
Massive 
lvantage. 
lling and 
le saving 
concrete. 
of clay 
f the ash 
ing, and 
the ash. 
> in this 
at with 


htweight 
> form of 
to make 


Academie 
2n came 
BA, and 
ation to 
and copy 
he USA, 
poration 
ompleted 
Van der 
fitute of 
id H. F. 
ssthetical 
Dudok 
peech of 
fternoon 


ng was 
some 45 
lversum. 
amenced 
1idnight. 
1es were 
3itterlin, 
and 
slishmen 
fantastic 
e, of the 
e course 
pleasant 
siderably 
nketings 
before, 
club 
nd their 
ell into 
nly with 
shments 
ch the 
sterdam 
Now for 


itectural 
e tuition 


August 13 1954 


fees for each term will be increased from 
£40 to £50. 

The Association’s School has no endow- 
ments and receives no state aid. The rise 
in fees, it is stated, is an inevitable result 
of rising costs. The Council, aware of 
the hardship this rise will cause to many 
students and their parents, intends to 
appeal to the members and friends of the 
Association to subscribe funds for a series 
of scholarships, which it is hoped will 
alleviate the burden for some -of those 
without any help from educational grants. 


AN ARCHITECT HONOURED 


HM QUEEN JULIANA, on her recent 
visit to London (when, with her daughter, 
the Princess Irene, she attended the 
consecration of the Dutch Church in 
Austin Friars), conferred on the architect, 
Mr. Arthur Bailey, OBE, FRIBA, the 
insignia of an Officer of the Order of 
Orange Nassau. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The address of Mr. Basis A. COHEN, ARICS, chartered 
quantity surveyor, is now 60 Berners-street, London, 
WI (tel.: Museum 7127). 


Mr. Trevor C. Hapianp, AIQS, now practising as 
« quantity surveyor at 6, Mercers Row, Northampton, 
it, High-street, Daventry, and 12, Market-square, 
Suckingham, announces that he has taken into partner- 
hip Mr. JoHN BuLLock, AIQS. The firm will continue 
to practise as Messrs. TREVOR C. HADLAND AND 
PARTNER, AA.IQS, incorporated quantity surveyors. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, August 12, 1854 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTRAST OF PARIS AND 
Lonpon.—The Council of the Society of 
Arts, considering that great public advan- 
tage would arise from contrasting the 
architectural state of Paris with that of 
London, have resolved to appoint a com- 
mittee to consider the improvements which 
are in progress in the city of Paris, ascertain 
the cost and the system on which they are 
paid for, and report what suggestions they 
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THE DUDOK BIRTHDAY PART Y.—Some of those present at the 70th birthday 
party of Willem Marinus Dudok at the Grand Hotel, Gooiland, on August 5, as 
seen by Acanthus 


appear to offer for the improvement of the 
metropolis, especially with reference to 
the Thames and the principal thorough- 
fares. 


COMING EVENT 


MONDAY, AUGUST 16 
OF PortrRair  ScuLPTORS.—Exhibition, 
“ Personalities in Sculpture.” Art Centre, Edinburgh, 
11.30 a.m. Exh i i 
September 11. Daily 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Sundays 2-5 p.m. 


ibition will ‘remain open until 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Town Hall, Montrose 


THE CORPORATION OF MONTROSE is to 
invite architects to submit plans and 
estimates for their new Town Hall to be 
erected to replace the former one burned 
down 17 years ago. 

Professor R. H. Matthew, CBE, ARIBA, 
of the University of Edinburgh, has been 
appointed assessor. 


SALTIRE SOCIETY’S HOUSING AWARD.—Part of The Inch housing scheme, Edinburgh, which, as announced 
in our July 30 issue, has secured for Messrs. Stratton Davis and Yates, the architects, the Saltire Society’s award for 
housing completed in 1953. The particular road selected for special commendation, Lammermoor-terrace, is shown in the 


above photograph. The scheme was illustrated in ‘“‘The Builder”? of Fune 20, 1952. 
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Post-War Italy 


2—THE DEEP SOUTH 
By S. Gordon Joseph 


T= South is Italy’s traditional de- 
pressed area. ‘‘ Christ stopped at 
Eboli,’”’ say the peasants, with resigned 
shrugs of the shoulders. In other words, 
Eboli was as far south as civilisation has 
cared to come. Already, then, two 
thousand years ago, it was a worked-out 
territory, abandoned to a feudal system 
of ancient peasant agriculture. 


Yet this was the land which, a thousand 
years earlier still, had been chosen for 
colonisation by the Greeks. They built 
flourishing ports and cities, living off trade 
and the abundance which a fertile soil 
and rich forests provided. How could they 
and their successors be expected to know 
what even the twentieth century, in its 
greater need, has not yet learned—that 
the wholesale cutting down of forests and 
the ceaseless exploitation of the soil 
would leave a sun-baked, eroded country 
whose yield would sustain only a meagre 
existence ? Almost every feature of life 
in the South since then has been attri- 
butable to that exploitation—the noble 


ruins of old deserted Greek colonies, the 
great emigrations of the past century, the 
age-long mistrust of its people towards all 
governments. 


The South, then, is Italy’s traditional 
depressed area. But now, since the war, 
something is being done about it, by Italy 
and by agencies of UNO. As part of the 
European Recovery Programme, former 
ECA funds were provided fo: helping 
bombed-out and war-displaced Italian 
families to rebuild their homes and to 
re-establish themselves in their home com- 
munities. Of special importance in this 
respect was the setting up of a Housing 
Board as an arm of UNRRA, whose object 
was not only to accommodate families 
in particularly depressed areas, but also 
to provide profitable, on-the-spot employ- 
ment by which they could continue to 
support themselves. For under-employ- 
ment rather than war has been the basic 
disease of the South from which most 
other social evils have sprung. And those 
fortunate enough to have tenure of agricul- 
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MATERA : A cave dwelling. 


tural holdings often had to travel vast 
distances on foot, even two or three hours 
away, to get to them; for there were few 
or no transport facilities. The important 
feature of this programme is the planning 
and erection of complete rural com- 
munities, including not only houses but 
public utility and service buildings, schools 
and welfare centres. 


HISTORIC MATERA 


One of the most notable of these com- 
munities, or borghi rurali, is the Martella, 
near the town of Matera. Matera itself 
is an old town in the historic province of 
Lucania, with a special claim to be famous 
or, as some would say, infamous. A hill 
rises out of the town and hundreds of 
caves dot the face of this hill from base 
to summit. A path slopes up the hill 
giving access to each of these caves, and 
inside every one of them live human 
beings. "The caves are fitted with doors 
and numbered as in any recognised street, 
and they contain a “room” or two in 
which a whole family live and sleep. Many 
of these twentieth-century cave-dwellers, 
indeed, consider themselves lucky to 
have accommodation at all, even if it 
meant serious overcrowding. For over- 
crowding is one of the prime problems 
of the South—to the extent of an average 
of three persons per room over and above 
the generally accepted optimum. 


La Martella, as part of Marshall Aid, ' 


was conceived to provide a new settlement 
for the cave-dwellers and homeless of the 
region. "The organisation directly con- 
cerned is the Cassa per il Mezzogiorno. 
(Fund for the Development of the South), 
for it was felt that this part of Italy re- 
quired a separate agency to deal with its 
characteristic problems. It contributes 
jointly with the UNRRA Housing Board 


_in the financing of such new centres in 
the South. Last year, La Martella was. 


ready to receive its first inhabitants. The 
town of Matera itself has also seen a pro- 
gramme of new public building and hous- 
ing carried out with taste in contemporary 
architectural style. 
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THE FANFANI PLAN 


One of the prime factors in the progress 
of new working-class housing has been 
the Fanfani Plan of 1949, carried out under 
the INA-Casa Administration. This plan 
provides for a seven-year building pro- 
gramme, financed with contributions from 
certain categories of Italian workers 
comprising a quarter of the country’s 
total labour force, from their employers, 
from the State and from UNO Funds, 
largely American. The homes produced 
are available to the workers and their 
families at low rents, or they can be 
bought on mortgage through small 
monthly payments over a 25-year period. 
This is a national scheme not confined 
to the South, but the designs of the 
housing estates and blocks of flats under 
construction takes into account differences 
in regional style, and some exceptionally 
bold and imaginative buildings have been 
the result in the provinces of Sicily, Cala- 
bria, Puglia and Campania and their 
cities, particularly in Naples. 


NAPLES, THE ANCIENT CITY 


Naples, of course, is a subject—and a 
law—unto itself. The New City, or 
Neapolis, of the Greek colonists is one 
of the oldest surviving cities of Europe 
(perhaps of the world) antedating the 
Eternal City of Rome itself. 


Naples to-day is the largest and most 
densely populated city of Italy and was 
one of the most heavily damaged of the 
war, in which it sustained over a hundred 
raids from air, sea and land. These factors, 
combined with its chronic poverty and the 
cessation of its main features of livelihood 
—maritime commerce and _ tourism— 
made its plight one of the worst among 
the larger cities of Italy and the Mediter- 
ranean. In the matter of planned recon- 
struction, the municipal hands were tied 
during the period of Allied Military Occu- 
pation. Living conditions were appalling. 
In the spring of 1947, in delivering a 
message from an expatriate Neapolitan 
to his family, I had the opportunity to 
see for myself at first hand. An apartment 
on the fourth floor of a towering tenement 
in a narrow sunless alley, with crumbling 
walls and ceilings and a dilapidated w.c., 
revealed to the street floors alive with 
cockroaches. ‘There was endless commo- 
tion, and it was stifling, even in April. 


GOOD, DESIGN AT LOW COST 


Compare this with the workers’ houses 
now going up in Naples and its suburbs ! 
The inhabitants can never have known 
anything like it for themselves since the 
birth of the city almost 3,000 years ago. 
Take, for example, the planned estate for 
the industrial suburb of San Giovanni a 
Teduccio. This plan, from the studio of 
Carlo Aymonino, won the first prize in a 
Ministry of Works competition in June, 
1952, the aim of which was 2a large-scale 
project at low cost, incorporating the 
optimum in architectural design. 

The estate includes about 700 dwellings 
(kitchen, bath and one, two or three rooms) 
mostly in four- and five-storey apartment 
houses, and seven esthetically placed 
ten-storey blocks, church, market and 
shopping centre, cinema, public baths 
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SAN GIOVANNI A TEDUCCIO, NAPLES : A planned housing estate in an 
industrial suburb. Architects: The Carlo Aymonino Studio. 


ges 
ass 


and town hall, kindergarten and primary 
school. The general layout depends mostly 
on the Naples master-plan for the city, 
whose traffic scheme is retained with a 
few variations. The.estate has been con- 
ceived with this basic aim in mind: the 
creation of a quarter with a unified charac- 
ter. The whole area was developed around 
two squares, the former containing the 


social and shopping centres; the latter, 


a kindergarten and primary school. The 
squares are connected by the central street 
with its promenade aspect emphasised. 
All the buildings are situated along these 
streets and squares, and every block has 
its own private plot of land. All blocks 
are conceived structurally in order to 


coe 


permit prefabrication of various building 
elements and a thorough standardisa- 
tion of the whole. The structural rein- 
forced grid has only two main dimensions. 
The intention, from the beginning, was 
towards a deeper rationalisation in execu- 
tion. 


THE NAPLES EXHIBITION 


The most spectacular of Naples’ post- 
war construction projects is, undoubtedly, 
the Mostra d’Oltremare—the exhibition 
(permanent) ground in the setting of the 
historic Campi Flegrei to the north-west 
of the city outskirts. The first big event, 
the World’s Overseas Exhibition, was 
instituted by Act of Parliament in 1952, 


* 
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of the Italian Republic ; and this year the 
International Maritime Exhibition, open 
until October, is the big attraction. The 
stone and marble buildings of the various 
national pavilions are set amid a wealth 
of fountains, flower gardens, parks and a 
veritable forest of 14,000 trees in the 
grounds which cover a total area of just 
under 9m. sq. ft. The landmark is a 
monumental tower consisting of two walls 
in glass and two in Travertine marble. 


TOURISM IN THE SOUTH 


The Mostra d’Oltremare has been of 
enormous importance to the économic 
recovery of Naples. Its construction gave 
employment to a large labour force in the 
city, and its realisation brings valuable 
business. And hand-in-hand with this 
influx of business visitors has been the 
revival and increase of tourism to former 
proportions. But the scope of tourism is 
now being applied, not merely to Naples, 
but to the Southern regions on a campaign 
scale for the first time. For if Christ 
stopped short at Eboli, tourists in the 
past have mostly stopped short further 
north of Naples. To most visitors from 
_abroad, and indeed to most Italians also, 
the regions of the South have been terra 
incognita. It is not that it has lacked great 
rewards for the traveller; rather it has 
lacked the facilities.. 

Now a programme of road construction 
is under way to augment the communica- 
tions connecting Rome and Naples with 
the forest of the Sila and the coastal 
resorts; while a chain of fine hotels is 
being established, in the best contemporary 
Italian style, in the beauty spots through- 
out the region. In this way, it is hoped 
to break down the age-long segregation 
of the forgotten South. 


(to be continued) 


NAPLES : Showrooms and flats. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE MODULE AND THE BRICK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letter from Mr. A. Neville 
Holt (your issue of July 30) raises 
some interesting questions. He expresses 
the hope that the operations of the Modular 
Society will produce a brick of better 
visual proportions, at the same time as 
one that is co-ordinated with the 4-in. 
module. The reconsideration of brick 
dimensions is certainly an opportunity 
for reassessment from the aesthetic as well 
as the economic aspect. 

Mr. Holt is surprised that anyone 
should dare to question the 9-in. brick, 
which we have always been told is the 
perfect answer from every point of view. 
One has only to mention that American 
bricks are 8 in. (Mr. Holt refers to these) 
and Swedish ones 10 in. to realise that 
our 9 in. brick does not embody a natural 
law. 

For bricklaying in the ordinary manner 
it seems probable that weight and hand- 
grip are the two controlling factors. 
This might mean that a brick of expanded 
material could be much larger, if it had 
a convenient place for a grip. Given the 
predictability of dimensions that modular 
co-ordination hopes to ensure, such a 
large-scale block becomes a_ business 
proposition. It might well have the long 
and shallow proportions that Mr. Holt 
advocates. There also seems to be a 
possibility of using brick material in quite 
large panels and in dressings such as 
window frames or copings, provided 
modular co-ordination can give the brick- 
maker some assurance as to sizes. 

I do not want to seem to rule out the 
possibility of the small modular brick, as 
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already manufactured in Sweden and 
America, although I think economy will 
favour the development of the larger. 
There will be room for all sorts. Modular 
co-ordination only seeks to standardise 
the dimensional system. Apart from that, 
we want to see the greatest possible variety 
of modular products coming on the 
market, offering the widest choice to the 
designer. We believe that the savings 
from having solved our present dimen- 
sional muddle will more than pay for 

variety in the qualities that matter. 

M. HarTLanp THomas. 
Secretary, The Modular Society. 

22, Buckingham-street, WC2. 


CRAFTSMEN AND ABT 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In your issue dated July 30 you 
report an agreement between ASW, 
AUBTW and the ABT under the title 
‘Membership of AB'T—Craftsmen to be 
Admitted.’ The title is misleading and 
should more properly read ‘‘ former 

craftsmen.” 

The arrangements to which you referred 
are an amended version of a very long- 
standing agreement between ourselves 
and the craft unions to facilitate the 
transfer of members of those unions, who 
are eligible for the ABT, into membership 
of the ABT. e€ operative word is 
“eligible ’’ and it is designed to meet the 
needs of craftsmen who become clerks 
of works. 

The rules of the ABT have never 
allowed us to take into membership 
craftsmen, and these new arrangements 
do not change that position in any way. 

F. E. SHROSBREE, 
General Secretary, ABT. 

5, Ashley-place, SW1. 

(Continued on page 258) 


NAPLES : New housing block. 
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View from the south-east. 


PARISH CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
& ST. NICHOLAS, LIVERPOOL 


Architect 


E. C. BUTLER, LRIBA 
(W. A. FORSYTH & PARTNERS) 


Quantity Surveyor 
F. H. WOOD, FRICS 


Builders 
Wm. THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 


6 ie Parish Church of Our Lady and St. Nicholas, 

Liverpool, rebuilt in the eighteenth century, 
was severely damaged by enemy bombs in December, 
1940, and then, with the exception of the lantern tower 
(rebuilt in 1815) and the small sacristy building, was 
completely destroyed in May of the following year 
when Liverpool suffered so grievously from air attacks. 
Services, however, continued to be held in a temporary 
structure built within the walls of the ruined church 
until the work of rebuilding commenced and the 
temporary church was moved into the adjoining 
gardens. 


On May 14, 1949, the Bishop of Liverpool laid the 
foundation-stone of the new church, which has been 
designed in traditional Gothic. In planning the new 
St. Nicholas a change has been made in its orientation : 
the high altar now stands against the tower wall at 
the west end and the choir and the organ are situated 
at the east end. On either side of the chancel and 
divided from it by oak screens are chapels; the one 
on the Gospel side is dedicated to the Merchant Navy 
and that on the Epistle side to the Royal Navy. 
Above the eastern entrance vestibule there is a refectory 
to accommodate 75 persons, and new kitchens to serve 
the refectory have been built above the original low 
sacristy building on the north side. The organ is 
situated at this upper floor level, and is arranged to 
either side of an oriel window which commands a 
view of the high altar and nave from the refectory. 
A library is situated above the refectory and is reached 
by a turret staircase on the south side. 
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The external walls and internal features are of 
Stanton stone quarried in Macclesfield, and the inside 
wall surfaces are plastered with a lime plaster. 


The open timbered roofs are constructed in English 
oak, the nave being covered externally with Westmor- 
land slates and the lower roofs of the aisles with 
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steps; it is paved with York stone in 
ares and is warmed as part of the general 


heating scheme of the church. The paving of the 


chancel and 
and beneath 


Stained g 


sanctuary is in polished Ancaster Stone 
all sittings there are oak blocks. 


lass from the shattered windows of the ; 


4 


EXISTING TOWER: 


AVE RODE LEVEL: |, 


me, 


were 


> 


Mar Oven 


PLAN AT GROUND LEVEL: 


or 


+e 


T 


RLADY ano ST: NICHOLAS LIVERPOOL: 


: 


> 
w 
= 


View looking towards altar. 


§ 


2a 


1 showing a 


treatment, 


al 


Det 


d 


The refectory at first-floor level. 


View along north aisle. 


old St. Nicholas has been incorporated in the windows 
of the new. 


The carved oak baldachino, the chapel screens and 
the hanging rood will ultimately be embellished with 
gilding and colour. 


The church normally accommodates 475 worship- 
pers, although space is available for additional sittings 
when required. 


The consecration of the new church took place 
on October 18, 1952, in the presence of HRH the 
Princess Royal, who unlocked the main doors with a 
golden key presented to her by the architect. Follow- 
ing is a list of sub-contractors : 


J. P. White and Sons, Bedford, oak joinery and furnish- 
ings ; Adam Bros., Liverpool, plastering ; R. W. Haughton, 
Ltd., Liverpool, plumbing; Williams and Watson, 
Liverpool, glazing; Rosser and Russell, Birmingham, 
heating; Higgins and Cattle, Liverpool, electrical and fittings; 
C. Hall, London, wrought iron; The Manchester Slate 
Co. and Wm. Braby and Co., roof coverings ; General 
Asphalte Co., asphalters ; W. Allen and Sons (Craftsmen), 
Ltd., Dorset, altar ornaments; Miss E. M. Brown, 
London, high altar frontal ; Miss E. Sinkinson, Liverpool, 
St. George’s altar frontal ; Rushworth and Dreaper, Ltd., 
Liverpool, organ ; John Taylor, Loughborough, bells. 


PARISH CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
& ST. NICHOLAS, LIVERPOOL 
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The library at second-floor level. 
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Research & Administration 
Building, Hounslow, Middx, 
for Parke, Davis & Company, 
Limited 


Architects 
SEARLE & SEARLE 


ERIC C. KENT, ARIBA, Partner in Charge 
W P. ORR, ARIBA, Chief Assistant 


Quantity Surveyors 
CROSHER & JAMES 


Builders 
JYAMES CARMICHAEL (CONTRACTORS), LTD. 
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building, which houses the 

administration and research depart- 
ments of the company’s European branch, 
comprises lower ground, ground, first and 
second floors in a block 180 ft. long by 60 ft. 
wide which forms part of a comprehensive 
development scheme for the whole of the 
extensive site at Staines-road, Hounslow, 
Middlesex. 

The general external design and 
materials used were governed by planning 
factors and the desire to harmonise with 
the already existing extensive permanent 
buildings which have been erected during 
the period 1906-1937. The storey heights 
conform to existing building heights, 
and eventually this building will be linked 
to the existing buildings at each floor level 
when the entire site development is { 
completed. The building is faced with 
multi-coloured Wealden Sussex Stock 
facings with a plinth of Dorking blue black 
facings, and Dorking red bricks have been 
introduced for the second-floor window 
piers on south elevation and for the 
window back panels on north elevation, 
with the use of reconstructed stone for 
string courses, cornices and copings—all 
giving an overall appearance in harmony 
and tone with existing buildings. 

Structure: The structure is completely 
steel framed, with precast concrete floors 
and roofs. The base plates of the steel 
frame are situated at ground-floor level 
and the lower ground floor or semi- 
basement is of heavy mass-brick construc- 
tion. This latter arrangement was deter- 
mined by the desire to economise in steel, 
which was in short supply and subject to 
delay on delivery at the time the contract 
was placed, and the execution of this 
half basement in brickwork enabled site 
work to proceed without a break until 
delivery of the steel frame could be 
expected. Other factors which governed 
this decision were the periodic occurrence 
of high-level water pressure in the subsoil; 
the need to provide solid construction free 
of vibration for the housing of certain 
delicate instruments; and the possible 
adaptation of the lowest floor for civil 
defence purposes if ever required. 

The subsoil was known to be a water- 
logged mixture of various gravel, clay and 
sand strata, and the main foundation 
consists of a double thickness reinforced 
concrete raft over the entire site, with 
asphalt tanking contained between the 
two rafts. The asphalt tanking is extended 
at the edges of the raft and is carried 
vertically up the outside faces of the 
external walls of the lower ground floor 
storey to plinth level, and protected 
externally with an outer thickness of 
protective brickwork. 

Plan: The lower ground floor is 
occupied by boiler house, pump house, 
fuel store, mechanical equipment, docu- 
ment storage, strong room and certain 
research departments and machine 
accounts departments, which for acoustic 
reasons and other requirements were better 
kept apart from the main departments. 

The principal administration offices 
and private offices of the management are 
contained on the ground and first floors. 
The second floor houses the research 
laboratories, research library and confer- 
ence room. It was decided to place the 
laboratories on the second floor on account 
of the acute ventilation problems arising, 
although this required extensive ducts 
from the lower ground floor up to second- 
floor level to accommodate the many gas, 


; air, steam, vacuum, electric, low-pressure 
View showing the steelwork under erection on prepared brick piers. high-pressure and hot-water sane and 


Entrance to offices, second-floor research laboratory. Carried out in two tones 
of West African agba. 


Typical laboratory. 
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drainage services supplying the various 
laboratories. These services are distributed 
into each laboratory in an _ accessible 
horizontal duct taking the form of a 
suspended ceiling above the first floor 
itself. In all, some 12} miles of piped 
services are contained in the building. 

Services: Heating is by means of a low- 
pressure hot-water system operated by 
automatic oil-fired boilers. Hot-air drying 
system is provided to each staff cloak room 
for drying clothes in inclement weather. 
Electric lighting is by means of fluorescent 
tubes throughout. Passenger and goods 
lifts are provided. 

Extensive use had been made of Leca 
aggregate for both thermal and sound 
installation. Each structural floor slab 
is covered with a 3 in. layer, and roofs and 
all solid partitions are likewise in various 
types of Leca block according to thermal 
or acoustic requirements. 

Finishes: Floor finishes vary according 
to requirements. Accotile was selected 
for the general administrative offices, 
linoleum for staircases and landings, cork 
for laboratories, terrazzo for lavatories 
and granolithic for the lower ground floor. 
The walls inside all laboratories are tiled 
to a height of 7 ft. ‘The general planning, 
equipment and finishings of the labora- 
tories were carried out by Messrs. Baird 
and Tatlock, London, Ltd., under the 
direction of the company’s Chief Research 
Chemist, Dr. R. E. Bowman, in collabora- 
tion with the architects. 

Drainage: The drainage system is 
unusually complex. The usual separate 
systems for storm water and soil drainage 
are provided for all floors at or above 
ground level, but the lower ground floor 
is situated at a level below the town sewer 
level, which necessitated a separate and 
third drainage system being provided for 
the lower ground floor and external areas 
taken to a sump below the boiler room with 
twin pumps to lift the effluent to sewer 
level. A fourth drainage system conveys 
the effluent from the laboratories via 
glass-lined cast-iron waste pipes to grourd 
level, thence underground in_ special 
chemical-resistant stoneware pipes to 
neutralising chambers before passing into 
the normal soil drainage system. Oppor- 
tunity was provided by the excavation for 
this new building to improve the existing 
soil and trade effluent drainage systems, 
and the contract included the construction 
of a deep-level main sewer and the installa- 
tion of a trade effluent recording instru- 
ment. The extensions of existing gas, 
water, electric and steam services into the 
building were executed by Messrs. Parke, 
Davis and Company, Limited, under the 
direction of their Chief Engineer, Mr. 
J. D. N. Sharrock. 

As regards internal finishings and equip- 
ment, solid Leca block partitions were 
decided upon for the laboratories, faced on 
both sides with tiles and/or plaster to 
accommodate the many shelves, cabinets 
and apparatus requiring wall fixings. 
Elsewhere in the administrative sections it 
was desired to keep the layout of depart- 
ments as open and flexible as possible. 
All partitions are hardwood framing of 
three types, viz., 3 ft. 6 in. high, 7 ft. high 
and ceiling height in unit lengths of 
3 ft. 3} in. which are readily demountable 
and interchangeable between floors. All 
these partitions are glazed in the upper 
portions, and below dado level contain 
cupboards for document storage. The 
entrance hail is panelled in English walnut 
and the management offices are panelled 
in oak, carried out by the contractors at 
their joinery shop. 
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The library, second floor. Carried out by The Design Research Unit. 
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'irms associated with the work were : Structural steelwork, the Aston 
PR Co., Ltd.; design and supply of rod reinforcement for 
concrete, the Indented Bar and Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd. ; 
precast concrete floors, designed by Indented Bar and Concrete Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., manufactured and supplied by W. S. Try, Ltd. ; rein- 
forced. concrete roof lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; reco 
stone, Impervious Stone Co., Ltd. ; natural stone, Albion Stone Works, 
pee Bo bricks, Sussex and Dorking United Brick Co’s., Ltd. ; 

ricks, all and Co., Ltd. ; common bricks, London Brick 

Co., Ca kealt asphalt, the Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd. ; 
cement and Leca aggregate for a 
Leca ition ryote Cement Marketing Co.; metal windows, 
R. E. Pearse and Co., Ltd. 


Window gear, pores Controls, Ltd. ; glazing, James Clarke and Eaton; 
plastering, W. Jones Plastering, Ltd. ; ded ceiling construction, 
Steel Bracketing and Lathing, Ltd. 3, acoustic ceilings, Horace W. 
glazed tiling and w.c. partitions and tiled 
floors, Carter and Co., 5 laden, Ltd.; terrazzo paving, Art Pavements 
and Decorations, Ltd. ; cork tile flooring, Cork Insulation and Asbestos 
Co., Ltd. ; hardwood floors, Horsley Smith and Co., Hayes, Ltd.; 
linoleum on staircases, John "Wood and Co., Ltd. ; granolithic floors, 
W. Jones Plastering, Ltd.; heating and hot water water, a2 Wontner Smith, 
Gray and Co., Ltd. ; electric installation and light fittings, Waring, 
Wi and Chadwick, Ltd. 


Davidson Co., Ltd. ; lifts, Marryat and Scott, Ltd. ; 

ps, Girdles Pumps, Ltd. ; water storage tanks, ’ 
(reddington), Ltd. ; incinerators, William Sugg, Ltd. ; 
H. and C. Davi and 


Braby coal Co. ; poe furniture and locks, Yannedis and Co., Ltd; 

strong-room door, John Tann, Ltd.; flag poles, J. W. Gray and Co., 
nes lightning protection, R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd.; Accotile 
looring in on chemical drainage system, ’Prodorite, 
Ltd. ; tine effluent recorder, Instrument Lea Recorder Co., 

Ltd., special slate channels by 4. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd.; and paint, 
Vulcan Products, Ltd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(Concluded from page 248) 
THE RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have been reading with interest 
the correspondence on the Rise and 

Fall clause. This matter first came to 
our notice this year through the report 


' of the Joint Committee on Tendering 


Procedure—Clauses 30 to 33 inclusive. 


It is apparent that there is a consider- 
able amount of opposition to the abolition 
of this particular clause, mainly due to 
the possibility of a loss being made by the 
contractor, through a substantial increase 
in material prices which could not have 
been taken into consideration at the date 
of tender. ‘The advocates of this deletion 
contend that, due to the incentive given to 
the builder to buy in the cheapest market, 
it would “‘ do much to encourage manu- 
facturers and merchants to make further 
efforts to reduce their prices.” 


A suggested method of overcoming this 
difficulty would be to delete the list of 
basic prices as given in Appendix 1 under 
the normal RIBA form of contract, and 
insert in its place the current index figure 
of the Board of Trade House Building 
Material Price Index. 'The contractor 
would then have to agree with the client 
the proportion of materials in the contract 
sum, and cover himself by assessing the 
market fluctuation by an average of 
monthly indices, during the time material 
was being purchased for the contract, 
compared with the index figure pertaining 
at the date of tender. This would guard 
the contractor against general increases 
and/or decreases for which he could not 
possibly have allowed, and at the same 
time allow him any savings that he could 
make by virtue of his buying ability. 
This would also guard the client against 
the increased cost due to the inability of 
the contractor to buy competitively. 


This index at the moment covers the 
whole of the materials generally required 
for building an average three-bedroom 
house. For the use of sub-contractors it 
would be necessary to subdivide this 
index into the appropriate sections, and 
build up a new index for that particular 
trade. 


A further saving would be made by the 
builder through not having to prepare a 
detailed ‘‘ cost variation claim’’; ten 
minutes only, at the end of the contract, 
would be required for assessing a “ total 
cost fluctuation.”” An example is shown 
hereunder. 

Contract sum: £100,000. 

Tender date: January, 1952. 

Material bought: April to September, 
1952. 

Index at date of tender: 129.5. 

Average of indices during period: 
431.15. 

Material portion: 57 per cent. 

Increase : 

Her x 57% x £100,000 = £726 5s. 14. 
FRANK E. MILpRED. 


48, Heathwood-gardens, Swanley, Kent. 
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After a caricature by Mathew Darly 


SIZE OF SCHOOL CLASSES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent, Mr. 'Town- 
end (page 95, July 16) makes a 
statement of some interesting facts about 
past education. However, he uses them 
to prove that large classes are not adverse 
to the adequate education of children. 
He overlooks the very important fact that 
children differ in ability, with a few near 
genius, through the bulk of the average 
down to the moron, and lower. 

It has been found that the very bright 
children can give themselves a good 
education with very ‘little help. In fact 
in some cases of the very bright, school 
has seemed to be more of a hindrance 
than a help, as now constituted in some 
places. However, as we go down the 
scale of ability, more and more attention 
is necessary to see that the child fully 
understands all that it is necessary to 
learn to succeed in modern society. 
Finally, we come to the very dull where 
even continuous attention can do but little 
to teach the child more than a few funda- 
mental habits, sometimes not even that. 


Mr. Townend quotes several famous 
people who have succeeded under large 
classes. Indeed, bright children appear 
from one in 100, to.one in several million, 
according to ability, and .it wouldn’t 
be difficult to find probably 100,000 who 
had succeeded in spite of large classes. 
It has however been shown that, even with 
these, very bright children, individual 
attention gives even better results. 

The mass of the population are, never- 
theless, just average and require fairly 
detailed assistance to get the best out of 
their school teaching. This cannot be 
done in large classes ; even 30 is too large. 
The bright children can help each other, 
the dull can hardly help themselves. 'The 
bright child, once it has learned to read, 
can with the right books almost educate 
itself. 'The dull child or even the average 
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will not learn to read without some 
assistance, and needs explained most of 
the books that are offered to it. 

I suggest that Mr. Townend remembers 
the old saying that one swallow does not 
make a summer, although this is perhaps 
an unfortunate quotation in this tropical 
season. R. GILson. 


25, Edinburgh-drive, Kirton, Boston. 


SMOKY CHIMNEYS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—The full reproduction in The 
Builder (August 6) of the BRS 
review of inquiries in 1953 contains a 
reference to the BRS Digest No. 18, 
dealing with Smoky Chimneys, with a 
summary of the recommendations therein. 
These recommendations, where not down- 
right impracticable, provide for expensive 
constructions in the way of specially 
constructed throats and smoke shafts. 

It is a pity that the BRS did not have 
regard to Continental practice instead of 
their Heath Robinson solution (e.g. the 
36in. high fireback with specially cut- 
out wings). An article in The Builder of 
January 15 last described a German 
fireplace now manufactured in this country 
for £7 odd which derives from the German 
practice of a flue open at the bottom 
and quite straight to the top into which 
are taken the flues of all the appliances on 
every storey of the house. In this German 
appliance external air is admitted imme- 
diately above throat level, and the fire 
will not smoke even with a very short 
chimney. 

It is high time the Model Bylaws were 
altered to allow of a single straight 
chimney to receive several branch flues. 

C. R. Vinycoms. 


54, Wickstead-ave., Leagrave, Luton, Beds. 


FIRE HAZARDS OF CEDAR 
SHINGLES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your issue of July 30 containing 
excerpts from an article on this 
subject by the Joint Fire Research Organ- 
isation stresses what we have always felt 
to be the main consideration in connection 
with this matter : namely, that it is almost 
impossible to set fire to a shingle roof 
from the outside, under normal conditions. 
The report states that it requires a 
temperature of 1,000 deg. C. as near as 
37 ft. to the roof, to render it susceptible 
to being set on fire from an outside source. 
Furthermore that the drying effect and the 
heat of midsummer sunshine (when we 
are fortunate enough to encounter it) 
is insufficient to predispose a shingle roof 
to ignition from any firebrand dropped on 
it. 

One thousand deg. C. is about the 
temperature at which clay tiles are fired 
in a kiln. How often is such a tempera- 
ture likely to approach a cedar shingle 
roof ? 

In all these matters of fire protection it is 
very desirable to preserve a sense of 
proportion and to avoid condemnation 
on the strength of abnormal conditions. 

I. J. O’Hea, Chairman and Managing 
Director, W. H. Colt (London), Ltd. 
Surbiton, Surrey. 
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MK98BDHB 


»ne Plateswitch | distinctive new design 


lee | in the modern manner 


the Plateswitch fits into the background 
of modern decoration 


the compact 2-gang 
unit has the same 
dimensions as the 1-gang 


Styled for the homes of today, the new MK PLATESWITCH 
speaks discreetly of quality. The distinction of its appear- 
ance is confirmed in every detail of its construction and 
finish 
The PLATESWITCH has been specifically designed for 
installations where the claims of trouble-free service and 
low cost must be reconciled. Leaflet 227 describes the 
range in detail, and your name and address written across 


this page will bring you a copy by return. 


ES 


| the mark of leadership 


MK REGO 


M. K. Electric Limited, Wakefield Street, Edmonton, London, N.18. Edmonton 5151 
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MULLEN & LUM 


SDEN 


The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. _ 
—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 


MULLEN LUMSDEN 


41°EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WLI 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 


SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 
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Building Progress in Denmark and Sweden ; 


THE BUILDER 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES BUILDERS’ VISIT 
By W. KEITH MARTIN 


of the Southern Counties 

Federation of Building Trades 
Employers recently paid an official visit to 
Denmark and Norway. In Denmark the 
chief items of interest in and around Copen- 
hagen were the system of climbing shuttering 
(Fig. 1) used in flat construction (described 
in greater detail under work in Sweden), and 
the construction of permanent quarters for 
an artillery unit, almost entirely of prefabri- 
cated concrete units (Fig. 2). 

In addition to the stanchions, roof 

rafters and purlins, both the roof and wall 
jn-filling panels were precast and hoisted 
into position by means of an hydraulic hoist 
attached to a Nuffield tractor (Fig. 3). The 
concrete units were factory-made, using what 
our Danish friends called the “ shock prin- 
ciple,” which is a shuddering and vibrating 
table. Multi-storey dwellings followed the 
general Continental practice of building in 
height instead of depth owing to the high 
cost of land. 
The Grundtvig Church was an excellent 
example of the bricklaying craft; it is 
built of bricks made of gault clay with all 
decoration and relief in brickwork. The de- 
signer handled mass brickwork (approxi- 
mately 6,000,000 bricks were used) with great 
courage and skill, giving to the interior 
majesty and at the same time restfulness. 
Bricklayer apprentices could profit by a visit 
to this church. 


Sweden 


In Sweden there appeared to be more 
building work in progress than was the case 
when we made our last visit in 1949. Despite 
the growing use of lightweight cellular con- 
crete blocks for all structural and partition 
walls, there was a number of interesting 
examples where facing bricks had been used. 
For the first time we saw in use tubular 
scaffolding imported from England, which 
material can now compete with timber owing 


Fig. 1.—Climbing shuttering on a block of 
flats, Copenhagen. 


to the latter’s high cost, strange to say, in 
a country which has long provided Europe 
with a considerable proportion of its timber 
requirements. There was also a greater num- 
ber of British cars in use as well as British 
mechanical equipment on building sites. 


GAVLE 


In passing, the scientific lighting used for 
illuminating works of art in the museum at 
Giavle is worthy of comment. It was de- 
signed by the City Architect, Mr. S. H. 
Wranér, and could be examined, with ad- 
vantage, by lighting engineers. 

Despite the increased amount of new build- 
ing work in Givle (Fig. 4), a start had been 
made on the redevelopment of old and con- 
gested areas. The new school known as 
Solangen (sun field) was nearing completion. 
It was for 900 pupils and is estimated to cost 
£400,000, or £444 per place. It was planned as 
a primary school, but owing to the shortage 
of school accommodation, secondary educa- 
tion will have to be given in this new school 
in addition to primary education. 


Fig. 2.—A prefabricated artillery garage 
for the Danish army. 


The period of compulsory education is 
seven years, commencing at seven and end- 
ing at fourteen years of age. An educational 
experiment is to be made with combined 
schools, i.e., primary, secondary and gram- 
mar school education under one roof, so that 
a student can be moved from class to class 
according to ability without having to leave 
the environments to which he or she has 
become accustomed, 


SANDVIKEN 


At this town, which has grown up around 
the Sandvik steel works, we made a detailed 
inspection of a system of climbing shutter- 
ing (Fig. 5). The buildings were constructed 
storey by storey, and the lower storeys occu- 
pied before the upper storeys were complete: 
this means the building can become revenue- 
producing at an early stage. 

The external wall was a solid one compris- 
ing on the outer face lightweight cellular 
concrete blocks without mortar, but spiked 
together to form one side of the shuttering 
required to receive the vibrated concrete 
which formed the inner wall. The external 
walls were decoratively finished in water- 
proofed coloured cement rendering and the 
internal decorations, including wallpaper, 
were applied direct to the concrete after rub- 
bing down and stopping. Insulation is pro- 
vided by the air locked up in the cellular con- 
crete blocks between the external rendering 


Fig. 3.—Precast units of the artillery gar- 
age being lifted into position by a hoist 
attached to a Nuffield tractor. 


and the concrete. An inspection was made of 
finished shops and dwelling units, and they 
left nothing to be desired. It is claimed that 
this form of construction provides a 5 per 
cent. saving over the normal methods of con- 
struction, apart from the saving in interest 
charges to the building owner. 

The lightweight cellular concrete block re- 
ferred to above, manufactured by Siporex, 
has been tested and used in buildings of all 
kinds over a considerable period of time, 
and its increasing use is evidence of its value. 
This block could be produced in England 


Fig. 4.—Houses at Gdavle built of light- 

weight cellular concrete blocks. The photo- 

graph was taken before the external 
rendering had been applied. 


Fig. 5.—Close-up of climbing shuttering 
in use at Sandviken. 


: 
P 
7 
| 
4 
— 


260 


under licence. Its production would relieve 
the pressure on our brickworks and enable 
brightness to be introduced into our build- 
ings, many of which have been made drab 
by the use of uninteresting so-called 
“facing” bricks. Our standard of external 
plastering work would, of course, have to be 
improved to the Continental standard, where 
there appear to be very few failures in con- 
ditions of frost unknown in this country. 


KRATTE MASUGN 


Kratte Masugn was once an ironworks; it 
is now a forestry research school where train- 
ing in reafforestation is given and propaga- 
tion undertaken, Cuttings are taken from the 


THE BUILDER 


The accommodation was on two floors and 
comprised four rooms, kitchen, bathroom 
and a large lean-to shed which could accom- 
modate the largest car, the garden tools and 
fuel. The houses were built as an experi- 
ment and the Kopparfors Aktiebolag, who 
own and operate the surrounding forests, 
decided to shoulder some of the financial 
burden by providing a subsidy of 4,000 
*kroner; the Government provided a subsidy 
of 8,000 kroner, and both these subsidies 
were written off over a period of ten years. 
A permanent mortgage of 20,000 kroner is 
provided through the State with interest at 
3 per cent. The balance is covered by a 
second mortgage repayable over a period of 


Fig. 6.—Front elevation of forest worker’s home at fdadraas designed by Mr. Ralph 
Erskine, and (right) garden elevation, showing the sylvan setting. 


best trees and grafted, then allowed to seed: 
these seeds are then used to produce the trees 
for replanting. Four million two-year-old 
seedlings, in one of the nursery beds at the 
school, would be sold in the third year to 
farmers and forest owners for reafforestation 
purposes at 27s. per 1,000 seedlings. A tree 
has to grow for at least 40 years to be fit 
for pulping, 60 years to provide small tim- 
ber and over 100 years for large timber. A 
year’s supply of timber is used as follows: 
Saw mill, 33 per cent.; pulp making, 35 per 
cent.; fuel, 27 per cent.; and other purposes, 
5 per cent. 

The bulk of Sweden’s output of timber is 
exported as sawn goods or as paper, card- 
board and building board. Sulphate and 
sulphite are also by-products of the wood 
pulp industry, the bulk being exported. 
Sweden, like England, has to export to live. 


BRATTFORS 


Here were the timber homes of the forest 
workers and there were examples of the 
dwellings as built originally and after con- 
version, providing all the modern planning 
and conveniences enjoyed by the town 
dwellers. The contrast was remarkable and 
is an example of what could be done in the 
rural areas of Great Britain. For these 
modernised dwellings the forest worker paid 
a monthly rent of 73s. 6d. out of his annual 
earnings of £600. 


JADRAAS 


In the heart of the forest was a new 
village for forest and railway workers. It 
was planned, and the houses designed, by 
Mr. Ralph Erskine, an English architect 
practising in Sweden. Though these houses 
(Fig. 6) were designed to be in keeping with 
the surrounding forests, I found. it difficult to 
associate corrugated asbestos roofs with the 
sylvan setting in which the houses had been 
erected. The site layout and the internal 
planning of the houses were admirable and 
the occupant of the house inspected was un- 
doubtedly delighted with it. 


25 years at 54 per cent. interest. 

The loan is guaranteed by the Govern- 
ment and the local authority in much the 
same way as the Macmillan Scheme recently 
introduced in England, 


NORRSUNDET 


At Norrsundet, which means in English the 
northern strait, were the saw mills of Koppar- 
fors Aktiebolag, where 7,000 standards of 
good joinery timber were stacked for air 
seasoning. This process occupied a period 
of two months, during which time the mois- 
ture content was reduced to 25 per cent. It 
is in direct contrast to the practice at Kors- 
ndsverken, where, by kilning, the moisture 
content is reduced to 10 per cent. The price 
of this joinery timber was £80 per standard 
f.o.b. and the freightage to England about 
£9 per standard. Stacking was dealt with by 
an electric crane, lifting four standards of 
timber at a time, and operating on a mobile 
gantry 220 yards long. 


OCKELBO 


In this small town in the heart of forest 
land a new primary and secondary school 
was nearing completion: it was to provide 
300 places at a cost of £200,000. At this 
school, and at others in Sweden, a mid-day 
meal is provided free to all pupils, for which 
purpose elaborate modern kitchens to serve 
the canteen are provided. 


STOCKHOLM 


From the hinterland of central Sweden 
our trip took us to the capital of Stockholm. 
There, again, more building work seemed 
to be in progress than in 1949. New suburbs 
were, in course of construction, which in- 
volved the planning for a new way of life, 
as in our new towns, 

Site preparation was indeed a major opera- 
tion of civil engineering as the subsoil was 
solid rock. In the case of the erection of 
multi-storey dwellings, the standard practice, 


* 15 kroner = £1. 
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in respect of preliminaries, was the erection 
of large wooden lift-shafts for electric hoists, 
together with a rough stair-walk with com- 
modious platforms at each storey level for 
the reception and distribution of materials, 
This method is in direct contrast to that 
employed in Switzerland, for example, where 
every group of buildings has its own tower 
crane for handling materials. 

Sweden, in common with most Continental 
countries, can obtain an early supply of elec- 
tricity to the site for the operation of large 
electrical equipment, which is a service we 
do not yet receive, generally, from our 
nationalised electricity undertaking in 
Britain. Perhaps some of the executives will 
travel and learn—and maybe we made the 
mistake of not taking them with us. 

The methods of construction were the prin- 
ciple of climbing shuttering as seen at Sand- 
viken, or the lightweight cellular concrete 
blocks for all structural and partition walls. 
For external walls the size of the building 
block was 20 in. by 10 in. by 10 in., with 
half blocks and closers for bonding purposes. 
It was interesting to see a number of 
““Warry ” portable hoists on the job to deal 
with short lifts. The new underground rail- 
way, which we saw in course of construction 
in 1949, is now in partial operation, but 
there is much more work to be done, especi- 
ally in the centre of the city where numerous 
waterways are a problem, as Stockholm, it 
will be remembered, is a series of islands 
joined by bridges. Only four-coach trains 
are at present in operation, as the completion 
of the new hydro-electric scheme in the north 
of Sweden is awaited to increase the supply 
of electricity. 

The new underground garage for 700 cars, 
together with a service station, was well in 
hand. There, again, solid rock presented the 
contractors with a major job of work. It 
occurred to me that this undertaking might 
have been conceived with a dual purpose in 
mind. 

In Sweden there is a working week of 
48 hours divided into five days of 84 hours 
each and 54 hours on Saturday, which 
operates throughout the year. The average 
number of hours worked annually per opera- 
tive is 2,200, which, presumably, is the figure 
taken in arriving at the true rate per hour 
for estimating purposes. In winter, building 
components are heated, so that building can 
continue in conditions of frost. This aspect 
should be borne in mind in comparing the 
question of building costs, especially of 
schools. It is better, and certainly less de- 
moralising, to have the operatives at work 
throughout the year, even though it means 
higher building costs, than to have them 
doing nothing through what would be a long 
winter. 

In Stockholm about 75 per cent. of all 
building work is done on a piecework bonus 
basis. There are something like 10,000 agreed 
items of target rates, which can only be 
agreed and adjusted between the building 
trades employers and the trade union organi- 
sations. This means, of course, that 
employers are not free to settle their own tar- 
get figures with the men they employ. The 
hourly rates of pay in Stockholm are 3.44 
kroner for craftsmen and 3.29 kroner for 
labourers, with slightly lower rates of pay for 
the districts outside the city. On an hourly 
basis a craftsman earns £11 and the labourer 
£10 5s. per week respectively. On piece- 
work the craftsman can earn anything 


between £22 and £35 weekly. 

As in the case of all piece-work, the car- 
cassing tends to be rough, but the finish pro- 
vides no ground for criticism. Opposition 
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Because they obviously 

are so much better 

than old-fashioned seats, 
Ekco Plastic Toilet Seats win 
new customers wherever they 
are displayed. People can 
appreciate their advantages 
at a glance — and buy 
accordingly. 


THE EKCO ‘BELVEDERE’ 
illustrated above is the finest seat 
obtainable. It has the lid that 
‘encloses as it closes’, is moulded 
in one piece and is fitted with 
rustproof universal hinges. Made 
to B.S.I. specification. 


STOCK AND SELL 


PLASTIC 


Full details, prices and trade discounts from: 


EKGO 


high 
quality 
seats 


create their 
own demand! 


100% hygienic 

¥ lustrous finish, immaculate 
appearance 

* kept spotless with minimum of 
attention 


%& in 11 permanent colours to 
match all sanitary ware 


%& proof against corrosion 
%* installed in a few minutes 
reasonably priced 


THE EKCO ‘JUBILEE’ 


A low-priced seat of wide 
popularity moulded in one 
piece and superbly finished. 
Rustproof universal hinges. 
Made to B.S.I. specification 
No. 1254. 


TOILET SEATS 


K. COLE LTD. SOUTHEND-ON-SEA «+ ESSEX 
(MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH PLASTICS FEDERATION) 
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An answer to the colour question 


Even when floors and other interior 

woodwork are of the finest timber, there is — or 
should be — always a colour problem. 
For very many years architects, builders and interior 
decorators have solved wood colour problems with 
‘COLRON Wood Dye. COLRON is penetrating, 
preservative, economical (one coat only) and achieves 
the highest degree of permanence. 


ll, A complete colour range 


COLRON is made in 12 attractive 
shades which are easily intermixable to give a practi- 
cally limitless variety of colour effects. Waxed with 
Ronuk Polish, dressed with Ronuk Floor Seal, Ronuk 
Plastic or other quality finishes COLRON provides. 
the ideal treatment for all interior woodwork. 


for 


COLRON is specially recommended for 
giving soft timbers a hardwood-like finish and to 
enhance the beauty of their grain. Even the softest 
woods will polish brilliantly after treatment with 
COLRON — which is non grain-raising and can be 
safely used on all short-grained timbers. 

COLOUR GUIDE: 
Available on request. On all questions of wood dyeing 


and polishing, Architects and Builders are invited to 
consult the Ronuk Service Department. 


COLRON 


woopD DYE 


In all sizes from half-pint 


. A hardwood finish 


RONUK LTD., PORTSLADE, SUSSEX. Tel.: Hove 4863? 


London Office and Showroom: 16, South Molton Street, London, W.1. 
Telephone : MAYfair 0222 
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from operatives is manifest where machines 
are introduced to speed up production, 
particularly where it interferes with their 
piece-work bonus earnings: these earnings 
are divided equally between the respective 
trade teams. Payment, in the first instance, 
is made on an hourly basis; then the work 
is measured at suitable intervals, which can 
be as long as three months, by the surveying 
staffs employed by the trade unions and the 
contractors, the Stockholm builders employ- 
ing, for this purpose, a staff of 50 surveyors. 

Rates of pay have increased over the years; 
the bricklayer’s average hourly earnings in 
Stockholm in 1939 was 3.98 kroner, in 1952 
3.81 kroner and in 1953 9.12 kroner. Build- 
‘ng costs are high in Sweden, as can be seen 
by the cost per place for schools, but then 
climatic conditions are severe in winter and 
there is a very high standard of living. What 
is going to happen to this high standard of 
living when sterling reverts to free converti- 
bility is a matter of serious conjecture by 
those who realise that conditions in Sweden 
are indirectly linked with world conditions. 


“THE COUNTRY’S MAINSPRING ” 


Private enterprise built up Sweden’s pros- 
perity and improved the general standard of 
living—and it is still the country’s main- 
spring, although the socialists hamper it in 
many respects by controls and preferential 
treatment to selected undertakings. In build- 
ing, for example, co-operatives and local 
authorities receive loans of 100 per cent., 
whereas private enterprise is limited to 85 per 
cent., thus, private enterprise has to find and 
sink 15 per cent. in every undertaking against 
nil for the favoured undertakings. 

While there are too many rules, regulations 
and controls, the Swedish socialists have not 
made the mistake of rushing headlong into 
schemes of nationalisation, because they are 
wiser and more experienced than their 
British counterparts. Public ownership, 
except in the case of railways and electricity, 
is of a peripheral nature and mostly ante- 
dates socialist rule. Ninety per cent. of 
Sweden’s business is in private hands. The 
largest iron ore exporting company is half 
Government owned, but is controlled by 
private enterprise and is increasing its out- 
put by 50 per cent. to meet the increasing 
demands of the free world. If examined 
closely, it will be seen that some of’ the 
public enterprises have been set up to fill 
gaps in the national economy and to avert 
unemployment. Government pulp and saw 
mills set up in the north of Sweden and the 
Government steel mills at Lulea are typical 
examples. 

Shipping is a 99 per cent. free enterprise 
and provides a large contribution to the 
national exchequer as an item of export. 
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“PERKINS HEIGHTS” 
MULTI-STOREY FLATS 
Public Inquiry: A Test Case 
for London 


From a Correspondent 


THE appeal by the Paddington Borough 
Council against the refusal of the 
London County Council to approve 
“Perkins Heights,” a high-density housing 
scheme, with flats 15 storeys in height and 
designed to accommodate 1,092 persons in 
all, will be heard at a public inquiry at the 
Town Hall, Paddington, on October 12. 

This inquiry is expected to create wide- 
spread interest, for this is the first scheme of 
developing a London site on a basis of 320 
persons per acre to be argued pro and con. 
The Paddington Council argue that taking 
into account the adjoining open space, the 
gross density could be considered as approxi- 
mately 124 persons per acre. 

The public inquiry is also likely to bring to 
the notice of the public the opinions held by 
many housing authorities in Greater London 
that new towns will certainly not solve the 
London housing problem, and that in prac- 
tice, lists of applicants for houses show little 
sign of diminution. 

The late Sir Gwilym, Gibbon, at one time 
head of Town Planning in the Ministry of 
Health, pointed out again and again that 
London’s housing problem is partly due to 
the magnet of such a centre for all concerned 
with sales and distribution, and this inevitably 
brings more industry and population into 
London. Sir Gwilym used to say in his 
trenchant way that garden cities and new 
towns would be comparative failures unless 
a wall was erected around London and no 
industrialists allowed to enter to start an 
office, and no outsider allowed to dwell in 
London without special permission! To-day, 
for example, hundreds of people are moving 
from such areas as Cumberland into the 
Midlands, and Midlanders are swarming into 
Greater London. 


SHORTAGE OF SITES 


The Paddington Borough Council, which 
is responsible for many properties in bad 
condition which urgently need clearing, and 
also has a long housing list, cannot find suit- 
able and ‘available building sites in the 
borough. In their view “the time has vir- 
tually arrived when any new building by the 
council at the densities described in the 
Development Plan means a loss in the total 
of housing accommodation available.” The 
fact is that the housing liability from the 
areas which need to be developed is greater 
than the number of dwellings which can be 
built there. From previous experience, it is 
evident that even at the present accepted 


‘maximum density of 200 persons per acre, 


accommodation in Paddington must of 
necessity be entirely in the form of flats. 
Therefore the acceptance of higher densities 
does not introduce any new principle. 

The situation has become even more press- 
ing for Paddington. For the Council are 


being urged by Mr. Macmillan on behalf of 
the Government once again to turn their 
attention towards the urgent problems of 
slum clearing. Certainly among severai of 
the London boroughs there is an increasing 
acceptance of the idea of higher-density 
building to be coupled with slum clearance. 

The area selected in Paddington is north of 
Paddington Green, where there are adjoining 
open spaces. The Council, after consider- 
able research, have put forward plans for 
three “* point” blocks, each of 15 storeys, or 
138 feet in height. One of the new Conti- 
nental tower cranes, which are now being 
constructed in this country, would be utilised 
in the building work. A special scheme of 
precast reinforced concrete units has been 
devised to speed construction. 

There would be the greatest possible 
degree of standardisation and the three 
blocks would be identical with the exception 
of the ground floors, which would vary to 
accommodate caretaker, shops and boiler- 
house access. Otherwise each superstructure 
would consist of 14 similar floors, each with 
two three-bedroom flats, and four two-bed- 
room flats. The individual flats are based 
on the system of “ open plan,” providing a 
day area consisting of a living-room with a 
dining-room recess, a kitchen and small en- 
trance hall, and a night area consisting of 
bedrooms, bathroom and w.c. “en suite.” 
The rooms are planned in accordance with 
the latest Ministry of Housing standards, 
with a total of 740 sq. ft. for two-bedroom 
flats, and 850 sq. ft. for the three-bedroom 
flats. 


CONTINENTAL IDEAS 


The architect responsible is the Padding- 
ton Director of Housing, Mr. R. A. Jensen, 
FRIBA, who this month (August) is visiting 
multi-storey flats in France, Switzerland, 
Germany and Italy, in order to learn whether 
any modifications of the Paddington scheme 
may be carried out, especially on the ques- 
tion of the cost of high building. 

It is claimed that if approval is given to 
carrying out the Paddington scheme it will 
show that 15-storey flats, partly built with 
prefabricated units, and erected with the use 
of a tower crane, can meet some of London’s 
problems and prove that many economies 
may yet be carried out in large-scale housing. 

So far, the overall cost of the scheme in 
Paddington, including all specialist and sub- 
contract work, is expected to be approxi- 
mately £615,000. This excludes the cost of 
demolition and site acquisition. The cost 
per foot cube would be 4s. 104d., or per foot 
super 48s. 

The decision on this scheme is complicated 
because the major part of the site is required 
by the London County Council for the St. 
Marylebone County College. How far the 
LCC will give up this plan in order that 
urgently needed housing may be provided is 
a question which no doubt will be brought 
forward at the inquiry. 

It is known, however, that already some 
modifications of the original scheme have 
been suggested. Possibly if these are 
accepted by the Paddington Borough Coun- 
cil, the town planning committee at County 
Hall may reconsider their refusal to grant 
permission for the erection of three “ Y ”- 
shaped 15-storey blocks of flats at Padding- 
ton. 


PLASHET SCHOOL 

Mr. H. J. Hallett, PICWA, was the Clerk 
of Works for the Plashet County Secondary 
School for Girls, East Ham, illustrated in our 
last issue. 
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‘BOOKS 


«*s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order.. 


CLIMATE AND ARCHITECTURE (PROGRESSIVE 
ARCHITECTURE Book). By Jeffrey Ellis 
Aronin. Reinhold Publishing Corporation, 
New York. Pp. 304, illustrated. Price 
100s. (Published in England by Chapman 
and Hall, Ltd.) 


TPE author is a young Canadian whose 

interest in the relation of climate to 
architecture received its first impetus in 1946, 
when, as a correspondent representing Cana- 
dian university students, he observed 
“Exercise Muskox,” a 90-day 3,100-mile 
Canadian Army: expedition to the far north, 
organised in an endeavour “ to find the best 
solution to the problem of living in the 
severe cold. This book is the result of the 
year’s investigation which followed.” 


He explains his purpose in a brief introduc- 
tion, where, after quoting the inevitable 
Frank Lloyd Wright on an architect’s pro- 
fessional repertoire, he adds a formidable 
string of other qualifications which every 
architect should possess, beginning—of 
course—with sociology and ending with ac- 
counting; but he also superimposes “ climat- 
ology ” and “ micro-climatology,” constitut- 
ing a new science which he facetiously 
christens “ airchitecture.” He defines “ micro- 
climatic air” as the air near the ground, and 
“macroclimatic air” as the air in the great 
region above it. He then proceeds to deal 
with his subject under the heads of Back- 
ground (i.e., the traditional practice of build- 
ing in various countries and climate); the 
Sun and its effects; Temperature and methods 
of recording it, with their application to 
architectural design; Wind, treated in the 
same way; Other Climatic Factors, including 
lightning and humidity. He provides a 
lavish annotated bibliography and an excel- 
lent index. There are over 300 attractive and 
appropriate illustrations. 


This is a very learned and painstaking 
book, primarily concerned with North 
America, but quoting examples from else- 
where (notably Chandigarh in India), and 
likely to be useful to all forward-looking 
architects and town-planners in Britain. In 
fact. experiments made and_ instruments 
used at the British Building Research Station 
(i.e., the heliodon) are described among those 
of other countries, and frequent mention js 
made of the British “ Post-War Building 
Studies.” 


Among many interesting items in the 
volume are the description of a sun-heated 
house in Massachusetts, designed by a 
woman, “where the sun’s heat is used to 
warm a liquid or solid solution which is 
then emploved as a fuel”; various types of 
“ overhang ” and brise-soleil; diagrams show- 
ing depth of frost-penetration; facts about 
“smog” in North America; an argument 
for narrow streets in very hot climates; a 
remarkable attic roof designed by Tecton as 
a drying-ground; the “ parasol” planning of 
Chimbote in Peru by Wiener and Sert; snow- 
fences in Canada and the USA; and a shop- 
ping centre in Massachusetts with parking 
for 6,000 cars. Mention must also be made 
of that bold professor of architecture at 
McGill University who, “on a night when 
the temperature was down near zero, and 
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with the windows of his bedroom wide open, 
slept comfortably with only a sheet of tinfoil 
as his blanket.” M. S. B. 


QuaLity BupGet Houses. By Katherine 
Morrow Ford and Thomas H. Creighton. 
(London: Chapman and Hall.) Price 40s. 


IHIS is an American book, containing 
photographs, plans and particulars of 100 
examples of small, architect-designed, 
houses recently erected in the US at costs 
varying from $5,000 to $20,000. Not so 
very long ago a book of this kind would 
have included a fair proportion of houses 
of the Colonial or Cape Cod type, and it 
is probably indicative of the trend of popular 
taste in the US that not one such is here 
shown; all are of the “ranch house” type, 
generally of one storey, and mostly of wood 
frame construction. Plans are of the “ open” 
kind, occasionally of an odd geometrical 
shape, walls often more glass than wood. 
Flat and low-pitch roofs predominate. 
Interiors, while spacious and comfortably 
furnished, frequently show a good deal of 
their structural economy in ceiling joists and 
the rough brickwork of fireplaces. While 
many have the external appearance of 
branch-line railway stations, others show 
the more refined influence of Neutra (some 
of whose houses are illustrated) or Frank 
Lloyd Wright. 

The sociologist may see in these ranch- 
house-like and generally very simple houses 
the reaction of a complex and _ highly 
industrialised civilisation, with its urban 
congestion and skyscrapers, towards the 
simple life—a nostalgic re-creation of the 
primitive pioneering life of the North 
American Continent, which is still a matter 
of comparatively recent history. 

Whatever the explanation, this is the 
domestic environment that seems to be 
coveted by the American citizen, or at least 
by those who can afford it, for most of the 
houses are picturesquely and generously sited 
on what appear to be private estates. The 
book, with its numerous advisory articles, is 
intended more for the layman than the 
architect, but the latter will find it of con- 
siderable interest and value for the light it 
throws on contemporary American domestic 
design. 


MODERN’ LETTERING AND CALLIGRAPHY, 
Edited by Rathbone Holme and Kathleen 
M. Frost. (London: The Studio, Ltd.) 
Price 25s. 


IF A GOOD DEAL of poor lettering is still 
being done to-day, particularly in the archi- 
tectural or building context, it is not due to 
any lack of good books on the subject. 
There can be no excuse nowadays for bad 
lettering except bad taste. A notable addi- 
tion to the literature of lettering is the book 
under notice, which, a sequel to “ Lettering 
of To-day,” comprises four fully illustrated 
sections, all by practising craftsmen, as 
follows: “Calligraphy,” by Mervyn C. 
Oliver, ARCA, “ Modern Letteting in Book 
Production,” by Ruari McLean, “ Lettering 
in Association with Architecture,” by George 
Mansell, and “ Lettering in Advertising,” by 
Frederick A. Horn. All four chapters are 
compact of valuable information and advice 
on choice of lettering for varying purposes, 
and on materials and technical processes, 
while nearly 300 illustrations of work, all 
done since 1945, provide a wealth of material 
for study by students or practitioners of fine 
lettering. Mr. Mansell’s essay on architec- 
tural lettering may be specially commended 
to the attention of architects and others who 
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have to make provision for lettering on and 
in buildings. 


SCULPTURE IN Woop. By P. Edward 
Norman. (London: The Studio, Ltd.) 
Price: 15s. 

NUMBER FIFTY-FOUR in the popular “ How 
To Do It” series, this book provides an 
excellent introduction to the art of sculpture 
in wood. In sixteen short chapters it covers 
all that the would-be sculptor needs to know 
of tools, woods, the laying-out of a design, 
types of carving, surface treatment, joining, 
waxing and polishing and other technicalities 
before he launches out on the adventure of 
self-expression. The text is accompanied by 
over 100 illustrations showing, first, the tools 
and apparatus needed, and then a selection 
of historical and contemporary examples of 
wood sculpture—realistic,  semi-realistic, 
grotesque and abstract—all half-tone repro- 
ductions of excellent photographs. The book 
should appeal not only to the amateur with 
an urge to create something with his own 
hands but also to the serious student of the 
art of sculpture in wood. - 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE DESIGN AND CON- 
STRUCTION. By F. Walley, MSc, AMICE. 
Pp. xvi, 279, illustrated. Published for the 
Ministry of Works by HMSO. Price 30s. 


THIS NEW MANUAL, published under 
Government auspices, contains the results of 
experience in the Ministry of Works and else- 
where. It is intended to reduce the work of 
the designer of prestressed concrete units 
and to provide him with adequate know- 
ledge of the materials and processes in- 
volved. 

The appendices enable a competent 
designer to make a speedy choice of an 
appropriate section, with a consequent saving 
of his time. The first chapter deals briefly 
with early history and development, con- 
cluding with a statement of the advantages 
of using prestressed concrete; and the 
second with various methods of prestress- 
ing. 

Then comes a very long chapter on design 
in general, covering uniform and non- 
uniform prestressing, post-tensioning and pre- 
tensioning, and “ end-block ” design. Subse- 
quent chapters treat of the behaviour of 
prestressed concrete in theory and practice; 
materials (concrete and steel) and allowable 
stresses; losses in prestressing, including the 
creep and shrinkage of concrete and the 
creep of steel; prestressing in practice, in- 
cluding pre-tensioning and post-tensioning 
under varicus systems; experimental work, 
including tests under static loading and under 
fire; and special design problems. 

There is a good bibliography, but no index. 
This book should be equally useful to prac- 
tising engineers and to advanced students. 
It is well illustrated with technical diagrams 
and excellent photographs. 

M.S. B. 


ACCOUNTANTS’ PRACTICE NOTES 


The Incorporated Accountants’ Research 
Committee from time to time publish from 
Incorporated Accountants’ Hall, Temple 
Place, Victoria Embankment, London, WC2, 
practice notes on matters of interest to 
accountants, businessmen and others, under 
the general editorship of Professor F. Sewell 


Bray. A list of subjects (which include- 


“Machine Accounting Systems for the Small 
firm ” and “ The Financial Problems Affect- 
ing Landowners”), is obtainable on request 
to the Society. 


Stati 
of 

Res¢ 
1953 
unde 
affor 
with 
early 


Ti 
the | 
cour 
and 
year 
civil 
well 
poss 
the | 
assis 
arisil 
on 
aco 
Soil 
reseé 
alloy 
for 
resto 
also 
Mini 
the | 
to hi 
face 
flooc 
pers 
Lore 
nical 
dam 
to I 
and 
The 
the | 
tures 


repo 
M 
baffl 
builc 
factc 
are | 
unde 
why 
moré 
Fr 
the 
expe 
tion. 
effec 
givin 
salts 
thro 
ment 
initi 
some 
para 
than 
*R 
Repor 
Year 
‘ 


ig on and 


Edward 
io, Ltd.) 


ar “ How 
vides an 
sculpture 
it covers 
know 
a design, 
, joining, 
inicalities 
enture of 
yanied by 
the tools 
selection 
mples of 
i-realistic, 
ne repro- 
The book 
teur with 
his own 
nt of the 


ND CON- 
AMICE. 
d for the 
>rice 30s. 


d under 
results of 
and else- 
work of 
ete units 
te know- 
esses. in- 


ompetent 
of an 
nt saving 
Is briefly 
ent, con-. 
ivantages 
and the 
prestress- 


on design 
nd non- 
and pre- 
1. Subse- 
viour of 
practice; 
allowable 
uding the 
and the 
ctice, in- 
ensioning 
‘al work, 
nd under 


no index. 
| to prac- 
students. 
diagrams 


1. S. B. 


ITES 


Research 
lish from 

Temple 
on, WC2, 
terest to 
rs, under 
F. Sewell 


| include: 


the Small 
is Affect- 
n request 


BUILDING RESEARCH IN 1953 


Value of Long-term Investigations Demonstrated 


s WE receive constant reminders, in our 

reviews of the Building Research 
Station’s investigations, of the ultimate value 
of long-term research,” the Building 
Research Board state, in their* report for 
1953, published on July 20. During the year 
under review a good example of this was 
afforded by work carried out in connection 
with the severe flooding on the East Coast 
early in the year. On this the Board state: 


The Station established some 20 years ago 
the pioneer soil mechanics laboratory in this 
country. The new knowledge, experience, 
and techniques that it has developed over the 
years -have had a widespread influence on 
civil engineering practice. Their value was 
well demonstrated in the response that it was 
possible to make to an urgent request from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for 
assistance on the soil mechanics problems 
arising in the rebuilding of the sea defences 
on the East Coast. This work absorbed 
a considerable proportion of the effort of the 
Soil Mechanics Division and the future 
research programme has been adjusted to 
allow for some longer term research, the need 
for which has become apparent as the 
restoration work has proceeded. We may 
also note here that, at the suggestion of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
the Station prepared a leaflet giving advice 
to householders on the problems they would 
face when returning to homes that had been 
flooded and a copy was distributed to every 
person who applied for financial help to the 
Lord Mayor’s Fund. Another more tech- 
nical note on the restoration of property 
damaged by the floods was made available 
to local authorities, architects and builders 
and was also published in the technical Press. 
The practical advice thus given rested on 
the basic knowledge of materials and struc- 
tures built up at the Station over many years. 


Report of the Director 


The following extracts are taken from the 
report of the Director of Building Research: 


BUILDING STONE 


Much attention has been given to the 
baffling problem of the frost-resistance of 
building stone, so far without finding a satis- 
factory explanation of the discrepancies that 
are observed between the effects of freezing 
under natural and artificial conditions or of 
why an occasional winter may have a much 
more harmful effect than others. 


From time to time those concerned with 
the maintenance of stone buildings find it 
expedient to use a waterproofing composi- 
tion. Materials of this kind seldom remain 
effective for very long. Some collect dirt, 
giving a shabby appearance. When soluble 
salts are present, these are liable to break 


through the treated surface and the treat- 


ment may then do more harm than good. 


The excellent water-repellent properties 
initially conferred on material treated with 
some of the recently introduced silicone pre- 
parations, tend to encourage a belief that 
these preparations will be more satisfactory 
than those used in the pasf either as water- 


* Report of the Building Research Board with the 
Report of the Director of Building Research for the 
Year 1953. Published by HMSO. price 3s. 6d. 


proofers or as stone preservatives. This is 
not necessarily so, and it is virtually impos- 
sible to assess the value of such materials 
from laboratory tests alone because there is 
no logical way of determining how natural 
conditions should be imitated to reproduce 
the natural effects on an accelerated scale. 
The final appraisal must be based on practical 
trials on buildings, preferably by observing 
treated and untreated areas of a strictly com- 
parable character. Meanwhile it is possible 
to learn something by means of exposure 
tests. Blocks of Monk’s Park limestone treated 
with a water-soluble sodium siliconate, which 
develops water-repelling properties by re- 
action with atmospheric carbon dioxide, have 
been placed on sand in trays on the exposure 
site together with untreated “control” 
samples. Similar samples have been treated 
with a solution of a silicone in xylene. 


In the early stages both sets of treated 
samples showed good water-repellence and 
both had lost this to a slight extent after four 
months’ exposure. The treated samples 
have remained much cleaner in appearance 
than the control sample. To determine what 
is likely to happen if soluble salts con- 
taminating a block of stone are entrapped 
by a waterproofer of this type, the xylene 
solution was applied to blocks of Monk’s 
Park stone containing sodium _ sulphate. 
Within three weeks the salts broke through 
the water-repellent layer. After four months 
the surfaces of the blocks had powdered away 
to a considerable extent and were no longer 
water-repellent. This demonstrates the 
futility of attempting to counteract the effects 
of soluble salts in this way. 


CLAY BUILDING MATERIALS 


The manufacture of bricks from pulverised 
fuel ash and clay has been studied intensively 
during the year in co-operation with the 
British Electricity Authority. Tests on mix- 
tures consisting mainly of clay with from 
25 to 50 per cent. by volume of pulverised 
fuel ash have shown that the addition of 
ash in these proportions is particularly 
advantageous with sticky and highly plastic 
clays. With such clays, drying time and 
drying losses are reduced, and the free carbon 
in the ash leads to substantial fuel economy 
in firing. Other clays, of which the Keuper 
Marl is an example, contain a high propor- 
tion of silt-sized particles and relatively little 
true clay, and are léss suitable for use with 
pulverised fuel ash. - 


The use of relatively low percentages of 
pulverised fuel ash in the bricks made at 
existing brickworks cannot, however, solve 
the problem of ash disposal at all power 
stations, as many are not situated in the 
neighbourhood of brickworks with sufficient 
productive capacity to absorb the total avail- 
able ash. It is important, therefore, to be 
able to make bricks consisting mainly of 
pulverised fuel ash with a small proportion 
of a plastic clay as a binder, since this would 
enable a brickworks to be sited at or near 
the power station, and only a small propor- 
tion of the total raw material would need 
to be transported to it. Accordingly, after 
preliminary experiments with high-ash mixes, 
attention has been concentrated on a mixture 
of 85 per cent. by volume Hams Hall pulver- 
ised fuel ash and 15 per cent. of a local 
clay. Semi-dry-pressed bricks were made 


from this mixture, but were rather weak ana 
generally inferior to bricks made by plastic 
methods. Satisfactory wirecut and moulded 
bricks, however, have been made in the 
laboratory and on the full scale, and facing 
as well as common bricks can be made by 
these processes. 


LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATES 


Further experiments have been carried out 
on the preparation of light-weight concrete 
aggregate from pulverised fuel ash. A 
quantity of this ash has now been pelleted 
on a semi-works scale. Laboratory tests 
show that these pellets after firing to 1,200- 
1,300 degrees Centigrade make a high quality 
lightweight aggregate. Firing of the pellets 
might be carried out either in a rotary kiln 
or on a sinter-hearth, and pilot-scale trials 
are being planned. Since the pulverised fuel 
ash contains 5-10 per cent. of combustible 
matter, depending on the source, it is hoped 
that little or no additional fuel will be 
required. 


Studies of the effect upon the properties 
of concrete of varying proportions of com- 
bustible matter in clinker aggregate have 
been continued. From a single batch of 
clinker, samples of aggregate having the same 
grading, but with 5, 20, 35 and 50 per cent. 
of combustible matter, were separated and 
from them concretes were prepared having 
water/cement ratios of 0.8, 1.0 and 1.2. The 
results showed that variations in water/ 
cement ratio had little effect upon drying 
shrinkage and moisture expansion, but that 
these properties showed an almost linear 
relationship with the percentage of com- 
bustible matter in the aggregate. In general, 
the concrete strength decreases with increas- 
ing content of combustible matter. 


In a second phase of this work two types 
of clinker are being used, and mixes are 
being made with two cement/aggregate 
ratios, four contents of combustible 
matter and three water/cement ratios. 


ASBESTOS-CEMENT PRODUCTS 


Four of the present British Standards for 
asbestos-cement pipes lay down the same 
hydraulic test for soundness. This test, 
however, cannot be applied to the great 
majority of fittings. A simple form of 
apparatus (Fig. 1) has, therefore, been 


Fig. 1.—Soundness test for asbestos- 
cement pipe fittings. 


developed at the Station, consisting 
essentially of a series of grooved aluminium 
discs with which the ends of a pipe or fitting 
can be sealed. 


DAMP-PROOF COURSES 


An experimental copper damp-proof 
course was laid in brickwork at the Building 
Research Station more than 18 yéars ago. 
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Fig. 2.—Copper damp-proof course after 18 years in brickwork. 


It was examined after four-and-a-half years 
and again this year. The recent examination 
showed (Fig. 2) that the 24 SWG (0.022 in.) 
thick dpc was still in very good condition. 
What corrosion there was, had occurred 
chiefly on the upper surface of the copper in 
an external wall. There was a slight amount 
of pitting corrosion; the depth of pits 
appeared nowhere to exceed about 0.002 in., 
i.e., about 10 per cent. of the thickness of 
the metal. It is doubtful, however, whether 
strip of lesser thickness should be used, bear- 
ing in mind the possibility of eventual per- 
foration and conditions more severe than in 
the present test. 


FLOORING MATERIALS 


An interesting development in flooring is 
the introduction of the power-driven float 
for finishing concrete floors. This type of 
machine is widely used in America. It 
allows a dense smooth finish to be produced 
from a lean, dry mix such as could not be 
worked by hand. Its use is advantageous 
because this type of mix is very suitable for 
flooring, being less subject to the risk of 
cracking and dusting than are the mixes 
normally used. 


“COADE STONE” 


A note has been prepared for publication 
on the origin, nature and history of Coade’s 
Lithodipyra, a form of terra cotta which 
attained wide popularity in the late 
eighteenth century and has proved more dur- 
able than most products of a similar nature 
and many forms of carved natural stone. The 
durability of ‘“Coade Stone” has been 
attributed to a lost secret in the art of its 
manufacture. The materials available for 
examination, and the time which could be 
devoted to work of this nature, have not 
been sufficient to establish the exact propor- 
tions and functions of minor ingredients, 
which differ from sample to sample, but the 
general conclusion drawn is that efficient 


works control was more important than any 
works secret. 


Design and Performance of 
Structures 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


Impact Strength—The study of the 
behaviour of prestressed concrete beams 
under impact loading has included compara- 
tive tests on ordinary reinforced concrete 
beams of approximately the same static 
strength. The ultimate’ resistance of 
reinforced concrete beams to a single impact 
is superior to that of prestressed concrete 
beams provided that the reinforced beams 
are adequately reinforced with vertical 
stirrups. These stirrups appear to be almost 
as important as the main longitudinal 
reinforcement in influencing the impact 
resistance of ordinary reinforced concrete. 
Under repeated impacts, each insufficient in 
itself to cause failure, prestressed concrete 
beams can show appreciably greater resist- 
ance than ordinary reinforced concrete 
beams with normal vertical steel. 


Losses of Prestress—In designing pre- 
stressed concrete structures for working 
loads, allowance is made for losses of pre- 
stress caused by creep of steel and by creep 
and shrinkage of concrete. Information on 
the magnitude of these and of losses from 
other causes has been obtained from work 
in the laboratory and on the site. Labora- 
tory measurements of the loss of stress 
through creep of hard-drawn steel wire of 
the type used in this country show that over 
a period of several years it may be between 
six and 10 tons per sq. in, for an initial 
stress of about 75 tons per sq. in. and 
between four and seven tons per sq. in. for 
an initial stress of about 65 tons per sq. in. 
Records of strain in the concrete of the main 
prestressed concrete beams of an office build- 
ing show that, in the period of one and a 


half years following the initial stressing 
(which amounted to 60 tons per sq. in.), the 
stress in the steel has fallen by not more 
than four tons per sq. in. The building has 
now been occupied so that further shrinkage 
may be expected as the concrete dries out. 
Accumulated evidence from this and other 
structures suggests that other losses of pre- 
stress may be of as great or greater import- 
ance. Such losses may be caused by friction 
with long cables or by slip at anchorages 
with short cables, or by elastic shortening 
of the concrete when a number of wires or 
cables are stressed successively and not 
simultaneously. 


New Methods of House 
Construction 


The study of alternative methods of house 
construction is intended to provide data on 
the labour content and costs of houses built 
by a variety of methods of construction, as 
a basis for the assessment of the economic 
and production value of different designs 
and, in particular, for determining the part 
that factory-made components can play in 
house-building. 


The original programme, which has to be 
modified, provided for the building, on one 
site, of 440 houses and included seven differ- 
ent designs. Only four house types are now 
to be built and, although the total number 
of houses will still be around 400, they will 
still be distributed over four or five sites 
throughout the country. 


The four types of house, though differing 
in construction, have substantially the same 
plan, Type “A,” intended to serve as a 
basis for comparison, is of more or less 
traditional construction. In type “B” all 
partitions and the inner leaf of external 
cavity walls are of precast storey-height 
plaster panels 2 ft. wide. The first floor in 
this type is of traditional design, but the roof 
incorporates roof trusses of the type 
developed by the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation. The type ““C” house has external 
walls of 8} in. cored clinker blocks, rendered 
and plastered internally. The first floor is 
of factory-made timber panels to which the 
ground-floor plasterboard ceiling is attached. 
Trussed purlins support factory-made rafter 
panels on the roof. Type “D™” is the only 
one requiring a crane for handling the 
elements of the construction. This has 
external walls of 8 in. no-fines concrete 
poured between prefabricated outer shutter- 
ing and permanent internal room-sized panels 
of stud and plasterboard which provide a 
finished interior. Partitions are also of 
room-sized stud and plasterboard panels, 
while the first floor and -” roof are of con- 
crete. 


Varying degrees of prefabrication of elec- 
trical and plumbing services are incorporated. 

The houses are to be built in groups of 
30 of each type, a number sufficient to enable 
the contractor to become familiar with the 
method of construction and so reach a stage 
of consistent performance. 


‘Arrangements have been completed at 
Northampton for building types “A” and 
“B.” Building has already started and a 
special system of recording labour expendi- 
ture, based on daily time sheets, is being 
employed. This, together with information 
obtained on the site from time to time by a 
snap observation technique, should provide 
a reliable measure of labour expenditure as 
well as an indication of the difference in pro- 
ductivity on the various sites. 
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FREE TRY YOU BUY 


Do you believe all you 
read in Advertisements ? 


Ww. MASSON 


Builder aden 4743 We must admit that we are sometimes 
ND ROAD, HARPENDEN Tél: Harpe sceptical of the daims made in some 
ee a June, 1954 of the Advertisements we read, and 
your Ret.: AGE/PSI2- just in case this applies with you, we 
our FWM/SPM have decided to offer Free Testing 
Dear Sir, for the free sample you the 

I beg to thank you » gent to me oD o ing 


opportunity of checking the daims 
we make of the action in use of 


of your product “Febm* 


Febmix Admix. 
IT 
REDUCES MATERIAL COST 
lease, therefore, arrange 
will you please, eatlios INCREASES LABOUR OUTPUT 
send me o further five 9° AND 
convenience. : vy kind attention. IMPROVES QUALITY OF WORK 


ur ve’ 
a king you for yo 
Th Yours faithfully, 


pp. F. W. Masson. 


Mr. MASSON, who sent the unsolicited testimonial we reproduce here, increased by 25% 

the number of bricks laid by using FEBMIX ADMIX, but that is not all, he also 

obtained a mortar that resisted rain penetration and frost attack, and reduced material 
cost by 4d. per cubic foot of mixed mortar. 


On receipt of your application on headed notepaper a FREE SAMPLE of FEBMIX ADMIX, 
sufficient for treating 2 cwts. of cem ent, will be sent to you carriage paid. 


for making 


FEBMIX 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


TUDOR PARADE, LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. Phone: HOU 0082 
ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER Phone: Choriton 1063 


Write for free 
sample today 
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Fig. 3.—Roof drainage mock-up. 


Building is expected to start shortly on 
three other sites, one with types “A” and 
“C,” another with types “A” and “B,” 
and the third with all four types. 


FOUNDATIONS 


Boring holes for short cast-in-situ pads or 
piles——A combination tool for boring holes 
and “belling out” or under-reaming the 
bases has been developed and a provisional 
patent specification filed. The first loading 
tests of pads having a 12 in. diameter stem, 
33 in. diameter base and 4 ft. deep were 
considered satisfactory, but further tests in 
different types of clay are in hand. Founda- 
tions for two detached houses have been 
constructed in London clay, on pads, the 
holes for which were bored with the Station’s 
machine. -To make the machine cheaper, 
more manoeuvrable, and easily transportable 
between sites, a prototype is being adapted 
for mounting on a tractor. 


HEATING AND VENTILATION 


Heat Transfer and Moisture Transfer.— 
In recent years the Station has been receiving 
an increasing number of inquiries dealing 
with condensation on the inside surfaces of 
roofs of some types of houses and of factory 
buildings. Usually the condensation has 
occurred on the metal cladding of pitched 
roofs lined internally with insulating 
material. It was evident from an inspection 
of roofs affected in this way that the prob- 
lem, complicated as it is with so many 
variables, would need to be tackled by 
experiment. Accordingly the scope of the 
Station’s work on roof condensation, which 
began with an investigation of the trouble 
in temporary aluminium bungalows, was 
widened to include the urgent problems in 
industrial buildings. 

In the roof laboratory, observation of con- 
densation on the inside surface of metal- 
clad roofs lined with insulating material— 
fibreboard, “sealed” fibreboard, and 
aluminium-backéd plasterboard—has been 
made during the winter 1952-53, under con- 
trolled temperature and humidity conditions. 
The investigation is not yet complete, but 
the following observations may be noted. 
Water vapour readily diffused through plain 
fibreboard and condensed on the metal clad- 
ding, but there was little visible dampness 
of the board. This was very probably due 
to the ventilation rate of 14 air-changes per 
hour in the narrow cavity between the roof- 
cladding and lining. . With insulating plaster- 
board, the vapour diffusing through it con- 


densed against the aluminium foil on its cold 
upper surface and saturated portions of the 
board. This result confirms the fundamental 
rule that a vapour barrier must be placed 
on the warm side of a construction. Severe 
condensation with dripping occurred on the 
surfaces of the metal fitments in all the roof 
constructions; it is evident that practical 
methods of overcoming this also will have to 
be devised. 


PLUMBING HYDRAULICS 


An experimental study of roof drainage 
has begun (Fig. 3) with the object of making 
recommendations for the economic design of 
gutters and down pipes. 


DRAWING-OFFICE LIGHTING 


A programme of work on visual fatigue 
has started under Conditional Aid jointly 
with the Medical Research Council. The 
work will be done in the first place at 
Cambridge, in the Applied Psychology Unit 
under Dr. Mackworth, where techniques of 
assessing visual fatigue are to be developed. 
The main link with practical lighting is in 
the field of factory and drawing-office light- 
ing. The Station’s recommendations, which 
demand a proper mixture of directional and 
diffused light, sometimes with local as well 
as general lighting, have been found satis- 
factory by subjective assessment, but no 
objective tests are available to demonstrate 
the advantages. The Cambridge work will, 
it is hoped, supply this need, and enable the 
work to be extended over a wider field. 


The photographs shown here are re- 
produced by permission of the Building 
Research Station, and are Crown copyright 
reserved. 


BUILDING RESEARCH 
PROBLEMS 
RSI Makes Suggestions to Ministry 
of Works 


AT the invitation of the Ministry of 
Works, the Royal Sanitary Institute has sug- 


gested a number of problems to which the 


former might give consideration in connec- 
tion with its programme of building research 
to be undertaken during 1954-55. The RSI 
says that complaints have been made of 
condensation, particularly where solid walls 
are necessary, such as in blocks of four- 
storey flats. It recommends advice on this 
matter from the Building Research Station 


as to what can be done to obviate condensa- 
tion troubles on wall and ceiling surfaces. 

The Institute also raises the question of 
sound insulation in blocks of flats, and 
mentions the need for data concerning the 
effective use of lightweight blocks, insulating ° 
board and similar material, which could be 
added to one or both sides of the wall. On 
the subject of smoky chimneys, it recom- 
mends further investigations in respect of 
blocks of dwellings of differing heights. The 
Institute considers that the question of con- 
densation in regard to houses is an urgent 
matter, warranting some priority in investiga- 
tion. 

Other matters to which the Ministry’s 
attention is drawn are heat conservation in 
buildings used for livestock, paints and other 
preservative treatments for agricultural 
machinery, and research into the efficient 
ventilation of small dwellings. 


WORK STUDY CONFERENCE 
Discussions on Incentives 


TuE Society of Industrial Engineers have 
arranged a week-end conference to be held 
in London at the end of October on the sub- 
ject of “ Planning and Work Study applied 
to Plant Maintenance and Construction.” 

This conference is being held because of 
the general interest which is developing in 
securing greater effectiveness and higher out- 
put from engineering and building staffs 
engaged on maintenance and construction in 
manufacturing undertakings and also as the 
result of the success of the one held at Roffey 
Park in April last. 

The conference will again provide an 
opportunity for engineers to discuss the 
problems of work study and incentives with 
men who have been employed on such 
methods with success for several years. It 
will also enable work study staffs who have 
specialised on the production side to enter 
into similar discussions. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
1954 Yearbook 


IF READY ACCESS to vital information be 
one of the canons of efficient business 
organisation, the 1954 edition of “ British 
Standards Yearbook” will prove as indis- 
pensable as its many predecessors to all 
engaged in industry, commerce and scientific 
research. The Yearbook lists no fewer than 
2,500 British Standards current at March 31, 
1954, and gives a brief description of the 
subject matter of each. A comprehensive 
index simplifies reference. The usual in- 
formation on the membership of the Institu- 
tion’s general council, divisional councils and 
industry standards committees is given, 
together with the names of representatives 
on the main special committees and advisory 
committees. Particulars of the work in hand 
of all the industry standards committees are 
also given. 

British Standards under which the Institu- 
tion’s certification trade marks are used, are 
listed beneath the following headings: Elec- 
trical, Building, Plastics, Bedding and Furni- 
ture, Personal Safety, | Miscellaneous. 
Containing over 500 pages and attractively 
produced, the Yearbook is essential to all 
those whose work demands that they keep 
up to date with the increasing momentum 
of practical standardisation and simplifica- 
tion. Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, British Stan- 
dards House, 2, Park-street, London, W1, 
price 12s. 6d. 
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Planned Expansion of Country Towns 


By REGINALD STAMP 


(Chairman, London County 


Council Housing Committee) 


The following article appears in the 
August issue of ‘Town and Country Plan- 
ning,” and is reproduced by permission of 
the Editor of that journal. 

FEXPANSIONS of towns in the past have 

had to be undertaken within the frame- 
work of local government powers and 
Housing Acts. Now the Town Development 
Act, 1952, makes possible an expansion in 
which two or more local authorities and the 
Government may combine for an expansion. 
Outside financial aid may now be obtained 
for the receiving authority and relief to 
the overspill authority of some of their 
problems of housing lists and non-conform- 
ing industry. 

The receiving authority to be expanded 
is usually in need of increased rateable 
value, labour for existing industry, a balance 
ef trades to avoid fluctuations in employ- 
ment, the ability to afford modern statutory 
services, and increased social facilities now 
beyond their financial ability to provide. 

The exporting or “ overspill” authority 
gains relief for some of its urgent housing 
cases, particularly among young couples and 
their families. The removal of industry sited 
in places contrary to town planning prin- 
ciples is provided with an outlet into indus- 
trial zones elsewhere. 

The town planning contribution is con- 
siderable. It provides an opportunity to 
correct some of the mistakes of the past in 
the big urban areas. The clearing up of the 
jumble of housing mixed with industry 
facilitates slum clearance, frees areas for 
road and other highway improvements, gives 
openings for the provision of games fields, 
recreation and open spaces, and reduces 
densities of population. 

In the expansions contemplated the plan- 
ning zones for houses, industry, open spaces 
and public utilities are clearly defined from 
the start and in conformity with the local 
town planning authorities’ plans. 


THE BASIS OF NEGOTIATIONS 

To correct the considerable misrepresenta- 
tion which has been evident in the Press and 
in speeches by local councillors, Members of 
Parliament and other influential persons, a 
statement of the basis upon which negotia- 
tions have proceeded would seem oppor- 
tune. 

There is a natural disinclination on the 
‘part of people in any locality to assent to 
the influx of strangers and to fear the 
unknown problems connected with them. 
Farmers object to good agricultural land 
being built upon; property owners see 
dangers of depreciation; the populace 
wonder if the amenities of the countryside 
will be destroyed and the existing population 
overwhelmed; the shopkeepers raise a cry 
about increased rates. Most of the expressed 
objections are, however, based upon fears 
contrary to the ideas upon which conversa- 
tions have proceeded. These have generally. 
been upon the following lines :— 

(a) That the two authorities shall get 
together to explore the position, and to 
ascertain whether there is a prima facie case 
for consideration by each authority and the 
Government, before anyone is committed 

(b) That any development shall only take 
place in areas zoned by the local planning 
authority for housing and industry. 


(c) That good agricultural land is not 
sought. The Ministry of Agriculture would 
not agree to the use of such land for other 
than agricultural purposes. When agricul- 
tural land is considered, it is land that the 
local planning authority have themselves 
zoned for other uses, or without objections 
from the Ministry of Agriculture. Only in 
special cases, to tidy up a site, would powers 
be sought to secure small areas of good agri- 
cultural land. 

(d) That the amount of, and rate of, ex- 
pansion should be that which the local coun- 
cil consider desirable. They are asked to 
agree to expansion at a rate at which they 
can, without undue disturbance, absorb the 
new population and industry. 

(e) That no family will leave London for 
an expanded town unless a job is already 
there or will be provided by the transfer of 
a business. 

(f) That, as the expansion proceeds, the 
local housing needs will be satisfied at the 
same time. An endeavour will be made to 
mix up the existing and new population to 
avoid segregation of newcomers. 

(g) That with every family sent from 
London the statutory rate subsidy on housing 
will go with it for a period of ten years, with 
reconsideration of the position at the end 
of this period. If at the end of this time 
the local authority is willing they may 
become owners of the houses by taking over 
the remainder of the loan charges. 

(h) That, if an expanding authority desires 
the LCC to expand them as their agents, the 
LCC will transfer industry, provide the 
money to pay for the whole development, 
make the contracts, and undertake the work; 
the local authority to take over the debt 
charges at the point when the houses become 
revenue earning. 

(i) That there shall be a standing consulta- 
tive and advisory committee of the two 
authorities during the period of the expan- 
sion. 

This is surely a different story from the 
one so freely publicised. 


HERITAGE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 


It is often urged that London cannot and 
should not escape from its concentration; 
that its densities and buildings could be 
higher, and that its population should not 
spread itself over the country. 

These things must be said. Available sites 
in London for rehousing are being used up 
and no new ones will be forthcoming, unless, 
over the next 20 years, approximately 
311,000 persons leave London. Existing 
buildings such as slums and other property 
upon the site of which new development 
could take place, cannot be cleared unless 
some of the population can be moved right 
out of London. 

In addition, the motor and vehicular traffic 
of London will increasingly be brought 
nearer a standstill because road widenings 
cannot take place unless some industry as 
well as population are dispersed outside 
London. The financial loss to the country on 
this score alone is liable to be vast and to 
increase costs. 

The assumption of the critics is that 
England is to remain broken up into self- 
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contained prohibited areas, and that London 
must remain an open rendezvous for all 
comers, mainly from the provinces, towns, 
and villages in which people from London 
are to be barred. Are Londoners to be 
doomed to live in mean dwellings, flats and 
congested areas, while small towns and 
villages with their inhabitants are, under the 
guise of custodians, keeping to themselves 
our heritage of forests, fields, hills and 
natural amenities? 


TOWNS FACING DECLINE 


In the journeyings I have made I have 
observed that some of the fine old towns 
and large villages of England show signs of 
neglect and need of rejuvenation. The com- 
mon cry is for more labour of one kind or 
another. Long-established industries with 
full order books cannot get the labour they 
require. Sometimes it is one-sex labour 
which cannot be satisfied without new indus- 
try for the opposite sex. The modern 
amenities and social provision lag behind 
because of low rateable value. Youth is 
migrating to the big urban areas to seek a 
fuller life. In such circumstances many of 
the historic towns of which we are proud 
might well, unless expanded, become derelict 
within a generation, and the surrounding 
agriculture may be denuded of its labour. 


LONDON’S PLIGHT 


No body of public men responsible for 
Government, either national or local, can 
allow the plight of London to remain—its 
vast housing list unsatisfied, and the County 
of London Plan unfulfilled. 

It has been demonstrated, by some modern 
schemes, that if large enough sites can be 
secured in London by clearances, a mixed 
development of flats, maisonettes, and houses 
can form part of the rebuilding, where 
gardens, shrubberies, and trees can be saved 
or planted, thus giving high density areas an 
attractive appearance. It is good planning to 
do this. 

Modern architects are not so bankrupt of 
skill as to be unable to enhance the beauty 
of areas of natural amenity by the careful 
admixture of houses. A nation’s natural 
amenities become a real thing in the lives 
and culture of people, not by periodical view- 
ing mainly from busy roads, but by living 
in the midst of them. 

London urban life is unnatural, for the 
bulk of the people, in the conditions under 
which they are now living, and in which 
they must continue to live unless given this 
outlet of new and expanded towns. 


ALTERNATIVE TO CHAOS 


Objectors should think carefully, even 
from the standpoint of self-interest, before 
they press their objections to receiving some 
of London’s population. Very few towns 
and villages can remain static in these days. 

The danger for.them is that unless some 
carefully thought out plan for expansion ‘s 
operated by enlightened planners and 
builders, developments will take place 
possibly of a sort which will create just what 
they are trying to avoid. 

In the Town Development Act we have 
the means whereby those towns and villages 
where their own plans contemplate expansion 
can expand in the way they would themselves 
desire. 

1 believe this Act and a co-operative policy 


of new and expanded towns open a new era - 


for planning the best kind of communities, 
and for saving our nation from a ‘host of 
problems, both financial] and social. London 
will give a lead, and is hopeful that the rest 
of the country will respond. 
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Administration offices and factory for Patons and Baldwins Limited at Darl ington 


Post-war 


Factories 


Factory for Rotaprint Limited, London 


‘ox. 


Assembly Works, Depot, Offices and Canteen for 
Leyland Motors (S.A.) Limited, at Elandsfontein, South Africa 


LAING 


JOHN LAING AND SON LIMITED 


Factory at Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire, for , Building and Civil Engineering Contractors 
Adhesive Tapes Limited GREAT BRITAIN, CANADA, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, RHODESIA 


lats and 
behind 
Ad 


when it’s craftsman-laid by Neuchatel. 


CAN WE ADVISE YOU 
ON NACOFELT ROOFING? 


Chosen for roofing many famous 
Public Buildings, including The 


and promenades). 


58, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. 
And at BELFAST ° 
MANCHESTER 


BIRMINGHAM 
LEEDS ° 
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NACOFELT roofing is 
: EXTRA dependable... because it's 


: ae a NACOFELT Built-up BITUMINOUS ROOFING, as laid by 
cps oe Neuchatel experts, ensures complete adhesion between the successive 
layers and an unbroken surface over every contour and every 
inch of the roof. Quickly laid to British Standard or other 
approved specification, with the usual finishes or ‘traffic’ 
surface, NACOFELT means more than just good materials 


Royal Festival Hall (flat roofing 


SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS 
IN ASPHALTE 


_ for Tanking, Roofing, Flooring and Roads. 


Also Approved Laying Contractors for ACCOTILE 
Thermoplastic Flooring. 


CARDIFF 
NEWCASTLE 


Telephone No. of Contracting Departments, RENown 1321 
FROME * GLASGOW 
PORTSMOUTH 


mivguaTEL THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD. 


EDINBURGH 


OFFHAM (KENT) PLYMOUTH 
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STORAGE SHELVES 
adjusted to 
requirements— 

IN SECONDS! 


Hoken Cantilever Brackets are 
the perfect space-savers for 
warehouses, factories, offices, 
‘libraries and department 
stores. Made from light alloy, 
these sturdy light-weight 
brackets are supplied in both 
commercial and high-grade finishes in sizes 6 in., 9 in., 12 in., 
15 in. and 18 in. : 
The Brackets can be inserted in the supporting columns at 
various heights in a matter of seconds. They are perfectly 
safe, hard wearing and look attractive and tidy. Just insert 
the top anchor hook, depress the bracket and it locks itself! 
Brackets and support are non-corrosive and will take either 
wood or glass shelves. A 


CANTILEVER 
BRACKET 


We shall be pleased to discuss 
your particular requirements. 


CHURCH & Co. (FITTINGS) Ltd. 
16 The Oracle, Minster Street, READING 
Agent for Northern Scotland: G. T. A. WINRAM, 
121, Crown Street, Aberdeen. Tel.: 23373 
SHOWROOMS 
GLASGOW: 77, Queen Street. C.1 
LEEDS: 17/19, Belgrave Street, 1 


The ALL WOOD’ 
HARDBOARD 


BUY WISELY ~BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY- FIBONITE 


Sole Selling Agents in the U.K. : 
Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Htd., 36 Fenchurch St., Londoa, LC.3 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
Figures for First Half of 1954 
T= Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 


of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during June was 30,973 compared with 


26,598 .in June, 1953. 


In the first six months of pee 167,695 permanent ees were completed compared with 


145,304 in the same period of 195 
Detailed figures at the end of al were : 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 


GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 19 
lune 30, in June in 1954 to June 30, in June to 
1954 June 30 1954 June 30 
Local authoritiest . «| 1,346,128 21,100 116,536 1,160,074 17,312 98,357 
Private builders fan ves 281, 7,621 39,585 269,558 7,370 38,243 
Housing associations waa 25,717 1,804 7,997 24,802 1,784 ~ 7,920 
Government departments... 43,778 439 3,416 39,841 437 3,097 
War destroyed houses 
(1) Local authorities 9,424 2 16 8,634 2 16 
(2) Under licence ... 35,999 7 145 35,599 7 145 
Total ... 1,742,745 30,973 167,695 1,538,508 26,912 147,778 
PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
at at at at at at 
June 30 March 31 Dec. 31 June 30 Merch 31 Dec. 31 
1954 1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 
Local authoritiest 224,872 223,232 229,977 189,198 187,502 192,821 
Private builders oc we 73,446 64,844 59,120 70,412 62,099 56,421 
Housing associations «a3 9,160 11,050 12,419 9,059 10,944 12,283 
Government departments _... 8,385 7,473 7,403 7,280 6,452 6,343 
War destroyed houses rebuilt : 
(1) Local authorities sad 22 27 35 22 27 35 
(2) Under licence ... J 420 425 488 371 376 439 
Total .... 316,305 307,051 309,442 276,342 267,400 268,342 


*Cmd. 9219. Housing Return for England and Wales, June 30, 1954. HMSO, price 1s. 3d. ot eee 1s. 44d. 


*Cmd. 9218. Housing Return for Scotland, June 30, 1954. 


HMSO, price Is. Post-free 1s. 1 


+In Scotland includes houses built or being ‘built by Scottish Special "Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
The following are estimates of the number of male operatives aged 16 and over employed 


on the construction of new permanent houses and the preparation of housing sites in England 
and Wales at the dates stated : September 30, 1953, 289,700 ; December 31, 1953, 279,700 ; 


March 31, 1954, 267,500. 


In addition, building and civil engineering workers directly employed 


by local authorities numbered 18,980 in June, 1954. The number of operatives engaged on repair 
and maintenance to existing houses (including conversions, adaptations, extensions, etc.) was 
estimated to be 153,700 in May, 1953, the latest date for which figures are available. 


HOUSING SITES 


The position in regard to the acquisition and 
development of permanent housing sites by 
local authorities at the following dates was : 


Number of dwellings to be provided 
July 31, | March 31,| June 30, 
righ 1945 1954 1954 
Sites of which right 
"of entry obtained} 305,230 | 1,651,543 | 1,697,004 
Site development 
107,825 | 1,536,021 | 1,589,253 
Sit development 
ed 1,353,191 | 1,408,800 


‘“‘ NEW TRADITION ” HOUSES 


The position in regard to permanent “ new 
tradition ’’ houses erected by local authorities 
at June 30, 1954, compared with that at 
March 31, 1954, was as follows : 


Number of houses 
March 31 | June 30 
_ 1954 1954 
On tenders a) 258,373 269,491 
Under at “end of 
period ... 29,040 29,900 
Completed 217,578 228,040 


PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 


The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed up to the end of 
June, 1954, have been as follows : 


Number of houses 

31] June 30, 

1954 

On licences issued 338, 381 372,425 
On approval with grant under 
ion 3 of the Housing 
(Financial Provisions) Act, 

1938(asamended) 3,090 3,211 

Construction begun 309,948 339,970 
construction at. vend of 

62,099 70,412 

247,849 269,558 


The figures shown above do not include 


houses built in replacement of those destroyed 


during the war. 


HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 
The progress made in the provision of 
permanent houses by New Town Development 
<< up to June 30, 1954, has been as 
ollows 


Number of houses 


On tenders approved .. - ‘ 35,810 
Construction begun 32,725 
Under construction at tend of period 10,871 
Completed... 1,854 


BUILDING IN CORNWALL 


Supplies of Materials the 
Limiting Factor 


DDRESSING_ the Cornwall Rural 
Councils’ Association at Truro on 
August 6, Mr. C. H. Smrrn, Principal 
Regional Officer of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, said the expansion 
which achieved such spectacular results im 
1953 had gone on, and more houses were 
under construction than at any time since 
the war. 

“Every month the completion figures are 
higher,” he continued, “and it is probable 
that we shall have 350,000 houses this year 
instead of 300,000. Private building has 
also increased enormously, and now that 
there is a general increase in the supply of 
materials the Government’s policy is to give 
higher priority to schools, factories, churches 
and other projects. 

“TI hope no one will feel disappointed if 
the brake is slowly put on. There have 
been some narrow escapes from acute short- 
ages in the last year. You have suffered in 
Cornwall because the balance has been so 
fine that perhaps one shipment of cement 
might cause trouble. In some parts of the 
region, building has been held up for want 
of bricks, and authorities have had to turn 
to other materials. Our over-commitments 
in this region are not as in some others. We 
have not a lot of paper allocations, which 
local authorities lack the labour to carry out, 
and there has been a good deal of readiness 
to accept discipline in this matter.” 

Continuing, Mr. Smith said that local 
authorities would receive many more 
applications to assist the improvement and 
modernisation of privately owned houses. 
“We hope,” he said, “that they will be 
granted freely.” 

In answer to a question by Lieut.-Col. 
H. P. Hunloke (Trure), Mr. Smith said a 
good deal of the demand for council houses 
could be met by private building. A young 
couple with a modest income, however, 
could not build fhemselves a house costing 
£3,000 or more, and there had been revival 
in the region of speculative building of 
smaller houses. 

“Many authorities, however, are seeking 
a breathing space. I advise you to review 
the need for house purchase and to see if 
you can help speculative builders to find 
sites.” 


PLAN FOR GRIMSBY 


Minister Gives Approval 


More scHoots for Grimsby (Lincs) and 
the replanning of a main road to eliminate 
a level crossing, the cause of constant delay 
to traffic, are included in a development plan 
approved, with modifications, by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

No reference is made to the town’s other 
seven level crossings. The Minister states 
that the crossing on the main road between 
Grimsby and Cleethorpes is of such impor- 
tance as to warrant its inclusion in the de- 
velopment scheme. 

It must be eliminated in the final period 
of the scheme, which is designed to extend 
over 30 years. Abolition of the crossing 
will mean the construction of either an over- 
head bridge or a subway. 

During the first five-year scheme the 
Minister has ordered further development 
for light industries. Included in this period 
will also be the erection of new police and 
law courts, work on which has begun. 
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Concrete brise-soleils on the outside of the building shield the window spaces from 
the sun and when floodlit produce this honeycomb effect. 


NEW OFFICE BUILDING AT BOMBAY 


Tus building at Bombay comprises new 
offices for the Standard-Vacuum Oil 
Company. The outside of the building has 
concrete brise-soleils round the four sides. 
The whole of the interior is air-conditioned 
and it was calculated that by shielding the 
window space from the sun a 10 per cent. 
saving would be effected on the power con- 
sumption of the air-conditioning plant. 
These brise-soleils give an attractive appear- 
ance to the building when it is floodlit. 

The lighting installation was an important 


feature of the scheme and the General 
Electric Co. of India, Ltd., designed and 
made more than 1,000 fittings for it. In 
collaboration with Mr. John Ritchie, FRIBA, 
who was responsible for the interior archi- 
tectural design, they prepared a scheme 
incorporating special recessed ceiling fittings 
made to give soft-tone light on the ceilings 
with maximum downward illumination. This 
was achieved by fixing ‘‘ Perspex” diffuser 
panels bent in a wide “U” shape to project 
the ceiling surface. 


An interior view of the office. 
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HUMAN RELATIONS IN 
INDUSTRY 
NJAC’S Recommendations 


STEPS should be taken to draw the atten- 

tion of employers and workpeople to 
the need for a conscious and positive effort 
on their part to maintain and improve sound 
relations in the individual firm or establish- 
ment. 

This is the main recommendation of the 
sub-committee of the National Joint 
Advisory Council which considered the ques- 
tion of human relations in industry. The 
sub-committee’s conclusions and recom- 
mendations were published on July 22 in a 
leaflet called “Human Relations in Industry.” 

The sub-committee considers that employ- 
ers’ organisations, nationalised industries and 
trade unions can help in this, and recom- 
mends:— 

(1) That they increase those of their 
activities and services which will assist the 
development of sound relations in the indi- 
vidual firm or establishment. 

(2) That their attention should be 
drawn to the work of professional and 
other associations working in the field with 
a view to their offering encouragement and 
support to those activities which appear to 
be helpful. 

In making these recommendations, which 
have been accepted by the National Joint 
Advisory Council, the sub-committee con- 
cludes that the hard facts of the economic 
and trading position of our country are still 
insufficiently understood in industry. Even 
insufficiently understood in industry. 

The sub-committee considers that the 
remedy does not lie solely within an indi- 
vidual firm, Much greater clarity and con- 
sistency in Government pronouncements on 
the subject are called for, and the Press and 
other organs which help to mould public 
opinion are asked to help. 

But the sub-committee feels that a great 
deal can be done on the shop floor. Responsi- 
bility for achieving good relations is placed 
first on employers, although their efforts may 
be frustrated unless the workpeople under- 
stand that any increase in their own real 
income is dependent on an increase in the 
prosperity of the country as a whole, and 
that an increase in the efficiency and pros- 
perity of their own firms or establishments 
is an essential contribution to that prosperity. 
Employers must also accept a responsibility 
for telling their workpeople fully and frankly 
about the fortunes of the firm. 

The leaflet points out that employers and 
workers alike are looking increasingly to 
representative industrial and professional! 
organisations and to other agencies for 
advice and assistance in attaining these sub- 
jects, and gives general information about 
the various advisory services and training 
courses which are available to industry. 


MINISTRY’S EXHIBITION 

The importance given by the sub- 
committee to the need for the passing of 
information between management and work- 
people has resulted in the production, by the 
Ministry of Labour, of an exhibition called 
“Information Within Industry,” available 
for conferences and exhibitions arranged by 
the local committees of the British Produc- 
tivity Council. 

Copies of the leaflet can be obtained from 
any local office of the Ministry or from the 
Director of Public Relations, Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, 8, St. James’s- 
square, London, SWI. 
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THE BUILDER 


FALKUS 


BROS. LID. 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


CRAFTSMANSHIP 


THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 


which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE - EC2 


Telephones: 
Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


London Wall 1876 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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NURSES’ 


Architects: PETTER, WARREN and ROYDON COOPER, FF.RIBA 
Internal finishings by MESSRS. BISS & MOYLE, Builders and Contractors, Yeovil. 


THE BUILDER 


“T-PANEL” SYSTEM OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


RECREATION ROOM for YEOVIL GENERAL HOSPITAL 
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The Nurses’ Recreation Room illustrates 
one of the many purposes efficiently 
fulfilled by this rapid and economical sys- 
tem of construction for single storey work. 
The clean, practical, dry-built structure 
was ‘erected by one of the Woolaway 
building teams in 10 working days (ex- 


cluding the internal finishings). 


The building is well lit, well insulated and 
Overall dimensions are 
78’ long, 25’ 6” wide and 8’ 6” to eaves. 


keenly priced. 


The range of precast concrete units forming 


the ‘‘T-Panel’” System is designed to 
provide buildings of two heights, 6’ 8” or 
8’ 6”, and of five widths, 9’ 0’, 12’ 0’, 16’ 6”, 
18’ 0” and 25’ 6”. The length can be varied 
in multiples of 1’ 6”. This system of construc- 
tion will therefore fit the space requirements 
of a wide range of single storey buildings, 
such as workshops, stores, offices, classrooms, 


small halls, and of garages, whether single 
or in batteries. 

The ‘ T-Panel” System permits rapid dry 
construction at economical cost. The wall 


construction uses the patented ‘‘ T-Panel ”’, 


' British Patent Nos. 686,686: 631,227 and 679,510 
Patents granted and pending in countries overseas 


ENTRANCE 


give high impermeability, light weight 
and good thermal insulation. The booklet 
describing the ‘* T-Panel ”’ System is available 
on request from the manufacturers. 
Woolaway are able to supply and erect 
complete “T-Panel” System buildings 
anywhere in England and Wales and are 
always glad to send quotations and 
information. 


Please write to the Contracts Department, 
WOOLAWAY 
CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED 
Head & Registered Office 
11 CANON STREET TAUNTON SOMERSET 


Telephone : TAUNTON 4496 
Works at Bridport, Dorset and Pontyclun, Glam. 
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HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 


How Landlords Can Claim Increases in Rent 


THE form of notice to be used when the 

Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, 
comes into operation on August 30, is con- 
tained in Regulations* made by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government which 
were published on August 3. 

Under this Act landlords may claim a 
repairs increase in rent where they can show 
that they have done repairs of not less than 
a certain value within a specified period and 
that the house or flat is in good repair and 
reasohably suitable for occupation. The 
Regulations prescribe the form which the 
landlord must use to claim this increase, 
and the form of declarations he must make 
that the house is in good repair and that 
he has done the required work of repair. 
The landlord must give a general descrip- 
tion of the work and state its value, so that 
the tenant can check the accuracy of the 
claim. 

Landlords must give their tenants at least 
six weeks’ notice of their intention to claim 
the repairs increase. 

The form which a tenant must use in 
order to pass on the appropriate proportion 
of any repairs increase to a sub-tenant is 
also given. 

New forms have also been prescribed that, 
after August 30, must be inserted in every 
rent book or similar document telling the 
tenant of his rights under the various Acts, 
and the action he can take if he does not 
agree the amount of rent that could properly 
be charged or if he considers the premises 
are not in good repair or reasonably suitable 
for occupation. 

New forms have been prescribed also for 
claiming increases of rent under the exist- 
ing Acts, for example, when the rates go up. 


Powers and Duties of Local 
Authorities 


IN a cireular (No. 53/54, dated August 3) 
to local authorities on the working of the 
Act, the Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment state that, as the provisions of Part 
II of the Act depend to some extent on rating 
assessments, local authorities are likely to be 
asked by landlords and tenants for the figures 
relating to their houses shown in the valua- 
tion lists. The Minister will be greatly 
obliged if authorities will arrange to pro- 
— the figures promptly when asked for 

em. 

The main task that will fall upon local 
authorities under Part II of the Act, the 
circular continues, will be to deal with appli- 
cations from tenants for certificates of dis- 
repair where the landlord has claimed a 
tepairs increase in rent, and the tenant feels 
that the house is not in sufficiently good con- 
dition to justify it. 

It should be noted that a certificate of 
disrepair must be in the form prescribed 
by the Minister, and must specify the defects 
in respect to which it is issued. This is to 
make it easier for the landlord to see what 
work of repair he needs to carry out to the 
house if he wishes to get the certificate 
revoked. 

On any application for a certificate of dis- 
repair the local authority may charge a 
tenant one shilling. If a Certificate is granted 
the tenant can recover the shilling from the 


*S. I. 1954 No. 1036 The Housing 
of 1954. HMSO, price 
*S, 1035 The Rent Regu- 


1954. HMSO, price 4d. 


landlord. The authority may also charge a 
shilling on any application by a landlord 
for the revocation of a certificate. 

Local authorities will observe that the Act 
provides that a certificate of disrepair, if 
granted, is retrospective in its effect to the 
date on which the tenant appiied for it. 


OLD CONTROLLED HOUSES 


The provisions relating to certificates of 
disrepair under the present Act also replace 
those relating to the 40 per cent. increase of 
rent permitted under the Increase of Rent 
and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Act, 
1920. Thus, in particular, if a tenant of a 
house not subject to a repairs increase under 
the 1954 Act applies to the local authority 
for a certificate of disrepair under the 1920 
Act, they must adopt the same criteria as 
regards the condition of the house as they do 
under the 1954 Act. 

Section 31 (1) of the Act provides that in 
considering whether or not a house is in 
good repair, there is to be disregarded any 
defect due to any act, neglect, or default 
by the tenant. Under the proviso to that 
subsection the local authority in deciding 
whether or not to grant or to revoke a certi- 
ficate of disrepair should have regard only 
to the physical state of the premises, and 
should not go into the respective obligations 
of landlord and tenant. Any dispute as to 
whose fault it is that the premises are in 
disrepair can be settled only by the Courts. 

There is one case, however, in which the 
authority are required to disregard the state 
of internal decorative repair of the house. 
Under Section 30 (3) of the Act, where 
neither landlord nor tenant has any express 
liability for internal decorative repairs, the 
landlord may elect for the purposes of the 
Act not to be deemed responsible for them. 
The election must be made in a special form 
prescribed by the Minister, and must be 
made not later than the date of service of 
the notice of repairs increase. Where such 
an election has been made the local authority 
must disregard the state of internal decora- 
tive repair of the house, unless it is so bad 
as to make the house unsuitable for occu- 
pation. 

Therefore, on any application for a certi- 
ficate of disrepair, local authorities will need 
to ascertain whether there has been an elec- 
tion by the landlord under Section 30 (3) 
of the Act not to be deemed to be respon- 
sible for internal decorative repair. 


RECORDS 


The Minister asks all local authorities to 
keep a record of the number of applications 
by tenants for certificates of disrepair, and 
of the numbers granted and rejected; and 
similarly of applications by landlords for 
revocation of certificates of disrepair and the 
numbers granted and rejected. If possible, 
applications under the.1920 Act should be 
kept separate from those under the 1954 Act. 
He proposes in due course to ask local 
authorities for a return of these details, so 
that he may be fully informed of the 
situation. 

A separate circular will be issued to local 
authorities on those provisions of Part II of 
the Act which exclude from the Rent Acts al 
lettings by local authorities, and which deal 
with the fixing of rents for premises con- 
verted or improved with an improvement 
grant under the Housing Act, 1949, as now 
amended. 


RENT TRIBUNALS AND 
THE NEW ACT 


Regulations and Memorandum 
Issued by Ministry 


MPHE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, in exercise of the powers 
conferred by section 8 of the Furnished 
Houses (Rent Control) Act, 1946(a), as 
amended by section 48 of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954(b), and of all 
other powers enabling him in that behalf, has 
issued the following regulations relating to 
rent-restricted property: 

1.—(1) These regulations may be cited as 
the Housing Repairs and Rents (Rent 
Tribunal) Regulations, 1954, (No. 1046) and 
shall come into operation on August 30, 
1954, 

(2) In these regulations, the following 
expressions have the meanings hereby 
assigned to them :— 

“the Act” means the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Act, 1954; 

“tribunal” means tribunal constituted 
under the Furnished Houses (Rent Con- 
trol) Act, 1946, for the district in which 
any dwelling-house the subject of an appli- 
cation under section 24 or section 40 of 
the Act is situated. 

(3) The Interpretation Act, 1889(c), 
applies to the interpretation of these regula- 
tions as it applies to the interpretation of an 
Act of Parliament. 

2. All applications to a tribunal under sec- 
tion 24 or section 40 of the Act shall be 
made in writing, and shall specify the address 
of the dwelling-house to which the applica- 
tion relates, the names of the landlord and 
the tenant and the address of the landlord. 

3. On the receipt of any such application, 
the tribunal shall give notice in writing to 
each party to the tenancy of the dwelling- 
house in respect of which the application is 
made informing him that he may within 
such time as the tribunal may allow (not 
being less than seven days from the date 
of the notice) give notice to the clerk of the 
tribunal that he desires to be heard by them, 
or may send to the clerk of the tribunal 
representations in writing: 

Provided that the tribunal may extend the 
time stated in the notice. 

4. If either party to the tenancy informs 
the clerk of the tribunal that he desires to 
be heard, the tribunal shall give to each 
party not less than seven clear days notice 
in writing of the time and place at which 
the parties will be heard. 

5. Regulations 7 to 10 inclusive of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) Regula- 
tions, 1949(d) (relating to proceedings before 
tribunals) shall, with any necessary modifica- 
tions, apply in relation to applications to 
which these regulations apply as they apply 
in relation to applications to which those 
regulations apply. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE 


These regulations contain provisions 
regulating the proceedings before Rent 
Tribunals under sections 24 (3) (b) and 40 (2) 
(b) of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 
1954. 

Under section 24 (3) (6) a Tribunal may, 
on the application of a landlord or a tenant, 
determine what part of the rent represents 
payment for furniture or services. Under 
section 40 (2) (6) a Tribunal may, on the 
application of a landlord, determine that the 
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landlord should be entitled to an increase 
of rent of an amount specified in the deter- 
mination in respect of a rise, over the period 
beginning with September 3, 1939, and 
ending with August 30, 1954, in the cost of 
services provided by the landlord for the 
tenant. 


Memorandum to Rent Tribunals 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have also issued the following 
memorandum to Rent Tribunals on the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954: 
Part II:— 

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, 
copies of which are being sent to tribunals, 
comes into operation on August 30, 1954, 
and the attention of tribunals is drawn par- 
ticularly to the points in Part II of the Act 
set out below: — 


Amendments of Section 1 of the Landlord 
and Tenant (Rent Control) Act, 1949.—(1) 
Section 36 of the Act amends Section 1 
of the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) 
Act, 1949. The main amendment makes a 
determination of the tribunal under Section 
1 of the Act of 1949 effective to increase or 
reduce instead of as previously only to 
reduce existing standard rents. Where before 
the coming into operation of the new Act 
Tribunals had made a determination that a 
reasonable rent was higher than that legally 
recoverable, the landlord can now claim the 
increase but to do so must serve a notice 
on the tenant in a prescribed form and give 
the tenant at least four weeks’ clear warning 
of the increase. 

(2) Sub-sections (4) and (5) of Section 36 
of the Act also make certain changes relating 
to the houses in respect of which an applica- 
tion can be made under Section 1 of the Act 
of 1949. 

(3) Further changes in relation to the 
houses in respect of which application can 
be made under Section 1 of the Act of 1949 
are made by Section 35 of the Act, which 
excludes from the Rent Restrictions Acts 
new houses and conversions completed after 
the commencement of the Act; and by Sec- 
tion 33 which excludes from the Rent 
Restrictions Act all lettings by local authori- 
ties, New Town Development Corporations 
and certain Housing Associations and Trusts. 
Consequential amendments are made in 
Section 33 (4) and 35 (3) to give Tribunals 
jurisdiction in respect of these houses under 
Section 16 of the Reserve and Auxiliary 
— (Protection of Civil Interests) Act, 

(4) Sub-section (5) of Section 33 makes 
special provision where there is sub-letting 
of the whole or part of premises excluded 
from the Rent Restrictions Acts by sub- 
section (1) of that Section. The effect of this 
provision is that if the superior tenancy com- 
menced after September 1, 1939, there could 
be application to the Tribunal under Section 
1 of the Act of 1949 for the sub-letting, 
even though there could not be for the 
superior tenancy. 


Increase for rise in the cost of services pro- 
vided under pre-1939 lettings —(5) Section 
40 of the Act permits the landlord to 
obtain an increase in rent for a house of 
which the standard rent is fixed by reference 
to a letting on or before September 1, 1939, 
and for which the landlord provides services. 
The increase is to represent the rise in the 
cost of providing those services from Septem- 
ber 3, 1939, to August 30, 1954. The increase 
may be agreed in writing between landlord 
and tenant. However, if they cannot agree, 


the landlord may apply to the Rent Tribunal 
to determine the amount of the increase. 

(6) There can be no application to the 
Tribunal where there has been an agree- 
ment in writing made after August 30, 1954, 
between the landlord and tenant or between 
the landlord and a former tenant of the 
premises. The Minister is advised that any 
such agreement would prevent application 
to the Tribunal while the services remained 
the same; and also that there could be only 
one application to the Tribunal for any 
premises while the services remained the 
same. He is advised also that the effect of 
sub-section (2) of Section 40 is to preclude 
an effective application to a Rent Tribunal 
under Section 2 of the Furnished Houses 
(Rent Control) Act, 1946, to determine a 
reasonable rent for unfurnished premises 
with services, once there has been an agree- 
ment between landlord and tenant or a deter- 
mination of the Tribunal in respect of the 
services under Section 40 of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act. 


(7) The services which are to be considered 
by Rent Tribunals are those which the land- 
lord is under contract to provide or is, in 
fact, providing. The Minister is advised that 
the Tribunal must take into account all con- 
tractual services but that for these they must 
not look at the extent to which the landlord 
is fulfilling his obligations. If the tenant 
feels that the landlord is not, in fact, carry- 
ing out the contract, that is a matter to be 
settled in the Courts. The Tribunal are also 
to take into account services which the land- 
lord is, in fact, providing even though he 1s 
under no contract to do so. If the landlord 
should later cease to provide the non-con- 
tractual services for which the Tribunal has 
determined that he is entitled to an increase 
in rent under the Section, the tenant is able 
to treat that as a transfer of burden under 
the Rent Acts and is automatically entitled 
to a reduction in rent. Any disputes on this 
point also would be a matter for the Courts 
and not for the Tribunal. 


THE “STOPPER” VALUE 


Jurisdiction of Tribunals in determining 
the amount of rent that represents payment 
for furniture or services in calculating 
whether the “stopper” has been reached. 
—(8) Section 24 of the Act provides for a 
“stopper” of twice the gross value above 
which there is to be no repairs increase. 
Certain elements are to be excluded from the 
rent in calculating whether the “ stopper ” 
has been reached and among these are any 
part of the rent which represents payment 
for further furniture or services used or pro- 
vided under the terms of the tenancy or 
statutory tenancy. These amounts are to 
be agreed in writing between landlord and 
tenant and an agreement in writing made by 
one tenant will bind his successors. Where 
landlord and tenant cannot reach an agree- 
ment, either of them may, at any time, apply 
to the Tribunal to determine what part of 
the rent represents payment for the furni- 
ture or services. 


(9) In exercising their jurisdiction under 
this Section Tribunals are to have regard to 
the terms of the tenancy or statutory 
tenancy; there is no provision, as there is in 
Section 40, for them to have regard to ser- 
vices which are, in fact, provided by the 
landiord but which he is under no con- 
tractual obligation to provide. 


Apportionment of costs of providing ser- 
vices amongst various flats in a building.— 
(10) One of the problems that will come 
before Tribunals in the exercise of their 


jurisdiction under Section 24 and under 
Section 40 of the Act will be to apportion to 
individual flats in a building the cost to the 
landlord of providing all the services in the 
building. 

(11) The Minister has no power to give 
guidance to Tribunals on the methods they 
should adopt but he feels that it might be 
useful to Tribunals if he were to draw their 
attention to the methods usually employed to 
deal with a similar problem in the valuation 
of flats for rating purposes. 

(12) The Minister understands that themost 
common method is for the cost of the ser- 
vices for the whole building to be calculated 
and then for an allowance to be made to 
each flat in accordance with the “rental 
value.” In some cases the rental values of 
individual flats in a building may be in the 
same proportion as the actual rents paid; in 
other cases they may be different. It may 
well be that the same effect could be achieved 
for the purposes of the Tribunal’s jurisdic- 
tion by an apportionment in accordance with 
the gross value for rating purposes of the 
individual flats. 

(13) The Minister understands that another 
method sometimes used in rating assessment 
is for an apportionment in respect of services 
to be made in accordance with the total sur- 
face area of the rooms in the individual flat; 
and that yet another method of apportion- 
ment is by the number of rooms in each flat. 


(14) While the Minister feels that Tribunals 
should be aware of what is accepted rating 
practice on this point, in case it is of help 
to them, he does not wish to suggest that 
Tribunals must of necessity adopt a similar 
practice in exercise of their jurisdiction under 
this Act. It remains open to Tribunals to 
adopt the methods indicated above, if they 
wish, or any other method that they consider 
reasonable. Or, since the circumstances may 
vary from building to building and from flat 
to flat, they could vary the method with 
different applications. 

Administration——(15) The Minister is con- 
fident that Tribunals will continue to deal 
with all applications made to them as 
speedily as possible; and if any Tribunal 
finds that it is beginning to fall into arrears 
with its work it should notify the Depart- 
ment immediately. 

(16) The Minister will shortly prescribe 
regulations for procedure before Tribunals 
under the new Act. The precedure will te 
similar in form to that under the existing 
regulations, Tribunals will be sent copies 
of the regulations as soon as they are made. 


(17) A set of forms for applications under 
the new Act is also being prepared and will 
be sent to Tribunals as soon as possible. 
Very little amendment is needed to the forms. 
for applications under Section 1 of the Act 
of 1949. A further memorandum on this 
will, however, be sent to Tribunals shortly. 
There is also being prepared a new leaflet 
on the powers of Rent Tribunals. 


USES OF RUBBER 


“ What every Engineer should know about 
Rubber” is the title of a new book, price 
3s. 6d., published by the British Rubber 
Development Board, Market Buildings, 
Mark-lane, EC3. Written by W. J. S. 
Naunton, its purpose is to provide the neces- 
sary information to enable the engineer to 
make some effective use of rubber, and the 
book covers specific engineering uses, sources, 
manufacture and testing. The author was 
formerly in charge of the ICI Rubber 
Laboratories. 
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Here is a new translucent 


building material for 
skylights, wall lights, 


panels and partitions 
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UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 

reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 

It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 

weather, and completely shatterproof. 

UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 

with standard pitches of other materials and it can be 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
: tools to suit individual requirements. 

weet ga — Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 

is possible. lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages 

eto | and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 

am on this Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 


als shortly. § d 
new leafiet S1Z€S, prices, Colours and USES. 


y prescribe 
> Tribunals 
ure will te 
he existing 
sent copies 
y are made. 


know about 

book, price 

ish Rubber 
Buildings, Ya 
w. J. S. Life) 

er, and the owns 

made by As 

author was 

CI Rubber 


ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS; ST. HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
; Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited 


Supplied also with 
CAPTIVE WEDGES 
which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
service guaranteed. 
NO-BOLT Scaffolding 
Couplers are rust- 
proof (Sherardized). 


That’s what NO- 
BOLT scaffolding 
does for you when 
it comes to scaffold- 
ing erection. The 
NO-BOLT Double 
Coupler has no nuts 
or bolts to tighten, jam or get lost—no threads to 
cross or rust. Simply a wedge—a tap with a hammer 


Double Coupler 
Type S.F.W. 


secures it, another tap frees it. The fastest, safest, 
simplest method of scaffold erection—and no main- 
tenance. With the NO-BOLT system any type of 
scaffolding can be erected at less cost. An 80% 
saving is quite usual. Why not write for details? 
D i ged to 
prove that with the NO-BOLT 
System any form of 

erected 


scaffolding can be 
at less cost. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. . 
Tel. : Sandy 104 


Free Details of a New 
Method for Controlling 
Labour, Materials ana 


You may be aware that we maintain a close contact 
through your Trade Press and Trade Organisations 
with Builders of all sizes and categories. 


Asa result, we know a good deal of your problems— 
the many complicated activities, and the need for 
strict economy in labour and materials. 


Equally as a result we have devised a number of 
records for controlling labour, materials and 
operations consequent upon building activities. (Let 


‘us freely confess that we are indebted to businesses 


like yours for helping to bring these ideas to the 
highest degree of efficiency.) 


We feel that you might well wish to acquaint 
yourself with the very latest ideas in this field. You 
may not be aware, for instance, that there is a simple 
job record which gives a close visual control not only 
of each actual job or contract but also the man-hours 
worked by Tradesmen, Labourers and Apprentices, 
and also the materials, suppliers, costs, etc., involved. 


Mistakenly, some builders believe that such 
up-to-date labour-saving methods are expensive. 


But in actual fact inexpensive portable panels or 


books plus the appropriate records cost relatively 
very little. ‘‘ Relatively ’’ can mean anything, so we 
will add that a ten-pound-note might well cover the 
cost of a small system. ... It all depends on how 
many undertakings you normally handle. ... 


We therefore invite you to return the slip below 
to indicate that you want to keep up-to-the-minute 
on the latest methods and we will send you full 
details by return (without obligation, of course). 


VISIBLY BETTER RECORDS 


The Shannon Limited, 
83 Shannon Corner, New Malden, Surrey 


structions, accounts, materials, labour, hours 
rates of pay, etc., and give us a quick VISIBLE picture 
the complete undertaking or job. Please send me details 
by return, without the slightest obligation. 

(Attach this to your letter-heading for full details) 
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T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast d. 
Pit Sand ne 1 1 8 
in. Broken Brick... 19 3 
Pan Breeze 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 09 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specific 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site per ton 416 6 
lto6tons,site  ... + G 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening ‘Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site “e és 5 4 6 
lto6ton do. site ee 513 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete i vod 6-ton lots ia a 618 0 
Other colours according to colou: 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to "4358. 9d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement 12 17 0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement oe Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 6 9 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
ortland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £1017s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up oe ‘ia 140 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, _— loads at Railway Depot, 
London 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... .. per1,000 11 7 0 
Mild Stocks ... ri 816 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton to in 
Cellular Rustics .. 6 18 
Sandfaced 7 13 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ane zs 24 19 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 25 13 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . ee qua an 22 11 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) co anu pe 10 3 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) .. rs 9 1 
24 in. st Stourbridge Fire Bricks (Condon 
Stations)... Pe 24 6 
3 in. do. (London Stations) a3 
2% in. Machine- made Sandfaced Facings 
(London Sites) Pe 13 19° 
“Multi Red Facings (London 
ites ” 
2¢ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
Sites) 14 7 
in Clamp Burnt Malti Stock Facings 
ites 13 6 


2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) per 1,000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Wory,| Brown— 
Stretchers... ai 64 0 «0 
Headers 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and in. Flats” 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... 85 0 0 
One side and two ends a 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end we 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints asi 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices oe 74% for Pm quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLiow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads 
... 140 yds. 4 6 
3 in. 120 yds 
4 in. (6 cavi 95 yds. 67 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. 100 yds. 259 
24 in. 85 yds. 42 
3 in. 75 yds. pees pe 5 0 
4 in. 55 yds. “a a 6 2 
CRANHAM ~ 
id 10 2 

3 in. Floor Blocks = in. in. in 

lorry-loads ... per 1,000 3110 0 
8 in. do. ree 6115 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, 
The foltowing are the percentages to aes me to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons Beg 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% 74% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10%" + Hire 1074 
Tested Quality +374% Tent? +374% 
Tested do. +47424674%  +474%+1074% 


d. 
3 in. Land in. .. per 1,000 10 6 
4 in. do. 13 14 6 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 

Monks Park .. per ft. cube 710 

St. Aldheim Box Ground aa 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 

B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Eusanteamante Pe 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 8 0 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera; 
delivered in railway trucks at 

Southern Region 7 it 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 

O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super inarea_... per ft. sup. 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, 


stooled cills aes . perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. Xx 6 in. do. do. 2.46 ¢ 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 115 4 
12 in. X 3 in. = twice throated 274 
14 in. x 6 in. 228 
44 in. X 9 in. Plinth. on ‘top and face 1s 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per Ps sup. 69 
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Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x 3 in. eed eee ba 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 3 5 9in. X Tin. Be Bed one Wee 
Do. do. one > edge faced 10 in. x in. in. x Sin. 
brickwork 1 710 Sin. x 44 in. 6in. x 44 in. Tin. x 34 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run in. X Jin. in. in. in. in. 
14 in. xX 3 in. Steps, rubbed on top 13 in. x Sin. 14 in. x 54 in. 14in. x 6 in. 10 0 
and front perft.cube 2 3 8 14 in. x 8 in. 15in. x Sin. 15in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 16 in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, givensizes per ft. sup. 7 10 18 in. x 7 in. 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6} in. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 20 in. x 7} in. See eee 
Steel angles average price » 92-6 
TILES and PANTILES Steel tees average price... *§ WAZ 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Fabricated work delivered London— 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern from R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district... eve ik a eee Average prices not for awkward work. 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles ifs doz. one sve ae ag Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles 1 6 6 Stock § in. diam., and 39 14 6 
Concrete tiles x 6} 714 6 tin. diam. tonextra 312 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) . 18 9.6 in. do. 217 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. in. do. 2 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MILD STEEL TUBES 
aid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
,000 actual. Galvanised Tube W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
24 x 12 ste 113 0 4 Class A — 
22 x 12 93 16 0 Class B + 5 4 Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
22x 11 8415 0 Class C + Heavy + 
20: x 12 79 19 6 Black— 
20 x 10 7412 0 Class A — 22% 
18 x 10 53.18 9 ClassB — 119% Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 
18 x 9 47 5 6 ClassC + Heavy + 183% 
x Sto’ 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard to £125 4 in. 3/5 
jardwood— C.1.0.G. GuTTERS 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. perft.cube 1 5 0 3 in. 3/8 /u 
do. Honduras do... do. 34 in. i 4/64 3/8 1/2 
Oak European do. 118 6 4in, 3/9 1/6 
do. Japanese do. do. a 235 0 in. 5/54 4/5 
do. English Logs sawn do. Sin. 1/11 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 2 in. 3/5 4/10 
Delivered London area. 24 in. 3/9 8 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern in. 3 in. 4/9 1/3 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. each 5/8 8/7 
t.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 in. top any Pattern 4 x G in deal 24 in ove eee 8/1 6/6 8/11 
t. 6 t. 6 in. eee ose eee eee 
in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in de ae ta 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 219 | 4m. 10/ 14/7 
2 ft 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Above prices rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, en 10% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood 0i x 0 in. in 4 Lec, PIPES 
uantities of 1 ton yds.tolton) ... per yd. 5 
thi in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ... 7 4 cwt. qr. lb. pery Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ... 8 114 4 in. al 16/6 28/9 
2 in. do. yds.tolton) ... 10 3 6 in. wee A 36/3 34/3 58/9 
3 in. do. 39 yds. tol ton). 11 5% Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 
in. 
in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets per yd. sup Branches 4/6 5/4 1/6 
e in. proj. ,, 
Scotch Glue, in eee eee eee per cwt. 6 in. 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
lots) . pe = Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
wire, Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) per cwt. 216° 3 Dropends ... 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
ngles 
Steet Jossrs, Erc. .« 3/4 3104/7 
s— 
Sin. x 5in.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. Union Clips... 1/8 / / 
Extra for sizes Gutters 6-ft. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3 in. x 1} in. 310 0 Dropends ... 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
X Tein. ... ote 20 0 Nozzles 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
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The Standard Price Petrol which gives 
GRADE PERFORMANCE 
MAXIMUM ECONOMY 


AND FULL VALUE FROM YOUR VEHICLES 


EVELAND 


The Specialists in Motor Fuels 


£s.d. 
i110 0 
5 0 : 
15 0 
ite RIGHT PETROL AT THE RIGHT PRICE! it 
40 12 
58 12 gees 
63 17 
97 | 
39 14 
N 
discounts™ 
+ 40% Ags 
GUARANTEED 
Sto 
/10 
1/6 
1/2 
1/6 
1/11 
4/10 
6/8 
7/3 
8/7 
10/2 
8/11 
12/5 
14/7 
3 cwt. lot 
Branches f] 
28/9 
Gnd SPECIAL The b 
6/5 i ou" th 
6/5 
4/7 
1/2 
4/10 
4/7 
1/2 
4/3 
2/- 
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Fibreglass Limited, Ravenhead, St. Helens, Lancs. (St. Helens 4224) 


Se € lo the ho 2 OF alteratio 
: 1 One year the oj stat Settings, y, 
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August 13 1954 


METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in on 
Jron—Staffordshire ose ote 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars Pa 37 17 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
2:8: 
Soft sheets C.R. ond A— 
20 gauge a “we 46 14 6 
24 gauge 4719 6 
26 gauge wae ‘ 49 9 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 
20 gauge ron SE. 
26 gauge as 0 
Flat sheets ¢. R. and — 
PLumBERS’ Brass WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All pe tin. fin. lin. Ifin. 2in. 
cocks Crotch 
head for iron 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron’ 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/— 91/3 179/6 308/9 = /-. 718/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/— 126/- 223/9 * 29/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/9 22/- 40/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 65/— 148/- 226/9 413/9 seer. 
Plumbers’ union to 
iron 16/6 20/- 138/9 
14 in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws /6 50/6 37879 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves - ... m 26/3 47/3 63/-, 64/- 
x 6 Ibe zx tb. 3 x Ti. 
Lead P. trap with ee ane 
Lead S. trap do 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s. d. 


Blow p 1 
Copper Bbes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273d. per Ib. in guage 
and manufacturing extras 2. follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt 


d. 

gin. x 19 gauge 134 Total per lb. 39% 

re x19 ,, 103 384 

in. x 18 ” 363 

in. x 18 ” eee ” 3 

Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price a Ee 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 256 5 0 


Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. ng upwards per cwt. ¢ 16 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a 14 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) = “a ¢ 12 9 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 

ing extras ek 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£ 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 1b. substance and upwards perton 129 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils rp A 130 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. a is 131 15 -@ 
do. over 4 in. dia. 133 15 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe isi 
Extras over Basis for quantities were 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton per cwt. a 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ea 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. od a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra ——T. to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £84 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. . 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton and over on per ton & 6 
do. White do. 
Sirapite Coarse = @ 
do. Fine if aa 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. 512 6 
Lump Lime do. ae fe § 2 @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads... as 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton agree ee vA 918 6 
Chips in 6-ton loads 2-63 
rewt. 417 6 
Genin Plaster Lath ‘or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. it 
oypeun Paster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
in. thick, 600 yds. - over in one 
Delivered s site ... 245 


THE BUILDER 


PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper... per cwt. 

Gloss Paint... per gal. 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . per cwt. 


pigs AND OILs. 


Ground White Lead, 1 pe: 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 0 al lots in 1 ‘alt tins 


112 0 
213 0 
311 0 


810 0 
pergal. 3 00 
Genuine. Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. percwt. 611 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, l cwt. keg... 2°? 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra aye --. per gal ll 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... ae ea “a 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
do. do. 40 gal.) do. do. ... pa i 4 st 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ... ps 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. > --- per lb. 6 
White Lining Paper ... per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 5 
Oak Varnish, oplgside. 112 6 
Oak Pale Cop al 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 117 6 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ae 
Front Door Varnish . <a 117 6 
Berlin Black ... ws 150 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 5 8.6 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. se 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... it 
Oz. ” ” ” ” 
” 1 0 
hy "Rolled Plate 9 
in. and in. Rough Cast 
tin. — and Cathedral, Standard patterns: ‘ 
do. Standard Tints ... 4} 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, “Reeded, 
Reedlyte and “a 
3 in. Wired Cast .. or 1 2 
din. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 53 x 52 X 29 
P.B.3 1% x 73 x3 42 
P.B.32 714 Xx 73 x 3 42 
match up with— axe 
BS 6 9 
P.B.32 Re 6 9 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. "Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 45 
45 ft. sup. 3.4 
fin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, ie., ie exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one i or — in. 
both ways ... 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto .. ze a 11 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto.. 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. _ 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices ap 


ly to minimum quantities of one size and one 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 

Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. 3,000 
2,000 

in. “Rolled Plate 
fo Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Wriex Pinst1 “Hammerstripe, 

in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spot! 1,000 
fs in. and 7 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 

in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal oa 2,000 

in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 
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THE BUILDER 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Grate KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. ‘ Grade. 
Aberdare ........ P Grade Classification. Shrewsbury M.B. 
Abergavenny Craftsmen ... 3/ / ittingbourne ...... 
Abingdon ... A2 Skegness U.D. ... «Al 
eafor 
Town. Grade. Town. Grade. wigs 
Andover .... | Byfleet Maldon (Essex) .. Al | Spalding U.D. ... 
Ardingly .. A2 Calder Valley . Malvern U.D... Al Stafford 
Arandel Cambridge .... . Staines .. A 
Ashford iMidalesex Carlisle M.B. Market ‘Harborough U.D. Stockton B.D. 
ON rmartnens Mty Of TAZ | VOSPOTT IWEATYPOTTE ockton-on-Tees .. 
Ashtead A Comervonshire, Cnty. of Grantham’ Matlock Stoke-on-Trent Cn 
Aspatria and Lyne A2 Castleford .. A Great Yarmouth A A2 Stourbridge M.B. .. 
-le- | Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 | Merthyr ......... 
Aa | Cheadle | Guiseley Middlewich | Sunningdale 
| Chelmsford . ..A | Halesowen M.B. Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 
a2 Chelter m Halifax Swaffham Az 
“A esterfie arpenden ... i -D. 
Ba $ Chesterfield R.D........ Harrogate Newark-on-Trent R-D....... Al Ti 
RD (exc. W j (inc. ‘Chippen- 
and Hastings... New Forest District .........Al 
Dearie eveley A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... we Northampton C.B.... bea Tonbridge .. Al 
Clitheroe ............ North Shields....... Torquay ..... 
Coalville U.D. ....... A Hertford ...... Norton Radstock . TOMES Al 
Cobham (Surrey). Hexham U.D. wall Norwich Trowbridge ....... A2 
Colchester ..... A Heysham ....... cog Notti C.B. A Tunbridge Wells . Al 
High Wycombe . Nuneaton M.B................ A Tynemouth C.B. 
‘olwyn Bay ... ighworth ....... LD, 
Bedlington Congleton ......... Hinckley UD... Uppingham Galop) ........-Al 
Beeston & & Stapleford U.D. A COMSEHE A Hitchin .......4 vA Ongar 
Conway ......... Hoddesdon . A Wakefield... 
A | Cornwall; County of......$A2 | Horley | Wallsend B A 
ranleigh ........ Huddersfield A 3 : Walton-on-Naze ............Al 
Crawley (Sussex). Hull A Ware .... 
Billingham U.D. Dalton-in-Furness ............A Pontypridd District Wel 
Bilsthorpe_ ...... Darlington District ............A Isle of Sheppey .. A = 
Blaydon U.D. A D A itstable and District ...A2 
BI A Dorset, County “of (except- ingskerswe oe. nes 
egis |/ ing Poole, Swanage and Wigan A 
Bourne End | Driffield U.D..... Lancaster A tA2 
Bournemouth District ......A Droitwich M.B. Leamington M. B. Wind 
Bradford-on-Avon ham City | Leicester CB. 
Breconshire, County”. | “AL | St, | Wokingham 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. Lichfie! -B. Salisbury Plain ............A2 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A Littlehampton ‘A2 Saxmundham A2 Worcester C.B. A 
Ely A2 | Liandudno .. |, Scunthorpe .... A | Worksop M.B. 
Exeter A ] Wrexham (inci. Cefn) 
London «Al Ww 
Bromsgrove U.D. Long Eaton A Sheerness .. -A2 
Broughton (Cheshire) h A Shipley A 


*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate avead the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. + Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note, —Carpenters joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

‘WOMEN’S Rares—in al all districts ge ge the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. euunneiiind to carry out work 


craft processes, 2s. 4d. hour. 
aa For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 279 
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HOPES 


STEEL 
DOOR 


FRAMES 


owing to improved methods and the 
| resulting increased production 


ARE NOW 


REDUCED 


Send for Catalogues 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 
Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W1 
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| Install RHODES’ PULLEYS ff 
AND SASH CHAINS 
é \ maintenance costs 
@ Damage to wood and paint work Be 
THE FIRST COST IS Risk of personal injury though breaking 
THE LAST COST! Write for booklet from... : a 
3 RHODES CHAINS LTD. 
Specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients BEACO! ON, HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W. N.C.2 4 


. RE ADING (READING) LTD. a 
HIGH-CLASS WOODWORK be 


We Manufacture a 


PANELLING IN ALL PERIODS, - 
STAIRCASES, REVOLVING 
DOORS, BANK and OFFICE 
FITTINGS, CHURCH WORK, 
LIBRARY FITTINGS, SCREENS, 
PARQUET FLOORING and 
ALL TYPES of FLUSH DOORS 
Also all kinds of 
HARD and SOFTWOOD JOINERY 


Designs and Estimates Submitted on Application 


Telephone: Telegrams: 
Reading 71536-7-8 “Elliotson,” Reading 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 


NORTH WHARF ROAD, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2- Phone : PADdington 8486-7 | 
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J a7 
5 
| 
a PADDINGTON IRON WORKS (1948) LTD | 


“ RISE AND FALL” 
CLAUSE 


FMB Statement of Policy 


IHE Federation of Master Builders have 
issued to their members the follow- 
ing statement of policy on the operation of 
the “Rise and Fall” clause in contracts: 
“Members are no doubt aware that of 
recent months Ministers of the Crown and 
other prominent speakers have been sug- 
gesting that the time is fast approaching 
when the industry should dispense with the 
‘rise and fall’ clause in contracts and 
recently, the leading national trade Press has 
drawn particular attention to this matter. 
Further, the nationalised industries and 
large public undertakings have already 
taken steps to this end in small contracts. 


“At a recent meeting of your National 
Council, this matter was given particular 
consideration and, in light of all the circum- 
stances, your council decided that the time 
had come when the ‘rise and fall’ clause 
could be dispensed with in small contracts, 
it being appreciated that until more stable 
conditions prevailed, this could not apply to 
larger works. Your Council therefore 
agreed to advise members that in their 
opinion contracts of about £3,000 which are 
quoted for without bills of quantities could 
be taken as a yard-stick for dispensing with 
rise and fall, on the assumption that such 
a figure envisaged about three months’ work 
for the member. A further proviso must 
necessarily be applied that the order for the 
work will be placed within a reasonable 


period, say, one month from the date of 
tender. It must be understood that the 
figure quoted is a mere guide and the capa- 
city of the particular business must deter- 
mine the sum in question. 


“It must further be pointed out that, 
obviously, it is still in the member’s interests 
to obtain the ‘ rise and fall’ clause wherever 
possible, but insistence upon this in small 
works may easily preclude a member from 
obtaining business, owing to the rapidly in- 
creasing tendency amongst building owners 
to ask for firm prices.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Monopolies Commission's 
Investigation of Linoleum 


IN ACCORDANCE with the provisions of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission Act, 1953, the chairman of the Com- 
mission has appointed the following group 
to continue the investigation and to report 
on the Commission’s reference concerning 
the supply of linoleum: Mr. D. A. S. Cairns, 
QC (chairman); Sir Thomas Barnes, GCB, 
CBE; Mr. J. A. Birch; Mr. W. L. Heywood, 


CRICKET 


RIBA Defeated by Blue Circle 


In their match against the Blue Circle 
team, on July 13, the RIBA Cricket Club 


were defeated by six wickets. Results were 
as follows:— - 
RIBA 
J. G. Batty, b. Jefferies .. 
B. S. Smyth, c. Mullins, b. Loveil 1 
G. Fyson, c. Gellatly, b. Jefferies ........ 23 
G. Sekara, c, Gellatly, b. Jefferies ..... 0 
C. A. R. Norton, c. Gellatly, b. Jefferies .. 3 
R. R. Fairbairn, c. Mullins, b. Jefferies _.. 8 
Extras 7 
114 
Jefferies, 7 for 29; L. Lovell 1 for 28. 
BLUE CIRCLE 
A. C. Clark, stumped Baverstock, b. Batty.. 34 
R. W. Gellatly, b. Norton ................ 29 
G. A. Wright, Ibw Batty 
Extras 6 
115 for 4 


OBE; Mr. I. C. Hill; Professor Sir Arnold j, c. Batty, 2 for 23; C. A. R. Norton, 1 for 28. 


Plant; Mr. C. E. Wrangham, CBE; and Sir 
Richard Yeabsley, CBE. 

The investigation under the linoleum refer- 
ence has been in progress for some time, and 
the constitution of the group will not involve 
any duplication of work that has already 
been done, as the members who form the 
group have already been concerned in the 
investigation. 


SCIENTIFIC FILM CONGRESS 

The eighth Annual Congress and Festival 
of Scientific Films of the International Scien- 
tific Film Association will take place from 
November 6 to 12 at the University City and 
National Research Council, Rome. Inquiries 
should be sent to the Association, at 164, 
Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2. 


DRY-BLOCK HOUSING: Architects and surveyors from several local councils were among a party 
which recently visited Cambridge as guests of the British Art Tile Co., Ltd., to inspect the first pair of ‘* Dri- 
Crete” bungalows erected by the company. The bungalows were officially ‘‘ opened”? by Mr. J. G. 
Wilson, ARIBA, of the Cement and Concrete Association. The bungalows illustrated are built of 9 in. ‘* Dri- 
Crete ”’ mortarless blocks, specially made with a water-repellant concrete outér face and foarn slag inner face, 


to ensure good insulation. 
bathroom. 


The accommodation comprises two bedrooms, lounge/dining-room, kitchen, and 
The pair were erected for £2,300—including the drainage but excluding land, walling and out- 


buildings. Speed and simplicity in the laying of the blocks is, the patentees claim, the reason for this com- 


petitive price. Internal finish and fittings are of high quality. 


** Dri-Crete ’’ blocks are now in general use 


throughout the British Isles, and are being manufactured under licence by 19 firms: The blocks are also being 

made in the British West Indies, the State of Kuwait, and in Rhodesia, and production is shortly to commence 

in Australia. The architect for the bungalows is Mr. A. O. Cole, Dip-Arch, ARIBA, and the main contractors 
were the Dri-Crete Construction Company. 
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LCC 


Road Improvements in London 


CERTAIN powers of the London County 
Council under various Acts for the 
acquisition of lands or for the execution of 
works in connection with certain improve- 
ment schemes expire on October 1, 1955. In 
order to secure extensions of time the council 
have agreed to the following recommenda- 
tion of the town planning committee : — 

That legislation be promoted in the session 
of Parliament 1954-55 to secure extension of 
time (a) for the acquisition of lands 
authorised by (i) the London County Council 
(General Powers) Act, 1925, for the widening 
of the Strand; (ii) the London County Coun- 
cil (General Powers) Act, 1934, for the con- 
struction of a new street from Garford-street 
to West India Dock-road; (iii) the London 
and Middlesex (Improvements, etc.) Act, 
1936, and the London County Council (Im- 
provements) Act, 1948, in connection with 
the Cromwell-road extension; (iv) the 
London County Council (Tunnel and Im- 
provements) Act, 1938, in connection with 
the Wandsworth Bridge southern approach 
improvement and the duplication of Black- 
wall tunnel;and (b) for the execution of works 
authorised by (i) the London County Council 
(General Powers) Act, 1937, in connection 
with a new street from Edgware-road to 
Marylebone-road and adjacent improvements 
and the Notting Hill Gate improvement; (ii) 
the London County Council (Improvements) 
Act, 1939, in connection with the improve- 
ment of the northern approach to Waterloo 
Bridge; and (iii) the London County Council 
(General Powers) Act, 1948, in connection 
with the widening of Brompton-road and the 
widening of High Holborn. 


Submission of Plans 


REGULATIONS relating to the submission of 
plans and other documents where the consent 
or waiver of the LCC under the London 
Building Acts or by-laws is required, have 
been made by the council and are to be issued 
for the guidance of applicants and to help 
the work of the council’s officers. The regu- 
lations will be published and issued free of 
cost to applicants. 

The regulations. have, for convenience, 
been kept as short as possible and confined 
to general but essential requirements; they 
will, however, be supplemented by pro- 
visions, mainly of an advisory and explana- 
tory nature, relating to the submission of 
applications which the town planning com- 
mittee have approved. 


TPI'SUMMER SCHOOL 


THe Town and Country Planning 
Summer School, held under the auspices 
of the Town Planning Institute, will be 
held this year at St. Andrew’s University, 
Scotland, from August 28 to September 4. 
The chairman for all sessions will be the 
School’s President, Sir George Pepler. 

The programme will include a talk on 
Sir Patrick Geddes, by the President ; a 
visit to Glenrothes New Town; a paper on 
the Clyde Valley, by R. Grieve ; Preven- 
tion of Obsolescence in Buildings, by T. J. 
Hewitson ; Living in Town and Suburb, 
by T. M. Ling; Rural Land Policies in 
an Urban Britain, by G. P. Wibberley ; 
and The Effect of the Town and Country 
Planning Bill, 1954, on the Control of the 
Use of Land, by H.W. Wells. The discussion 
groups will be tutorial in character. 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


South-East Essex 


THE South-East Essex Technical College 

and School of Aft has issued a pro- 
spectus in which are contained details of 
day and evening courses in the departments 
of building and surveying. 

Students wishing to take the full-time 
courses should be at least 16 years of age 
and will be required to take an entrance 
examination unless they have passed in the 
General Certificate of Education examina- 
tion or its equivalent. An entrance exami- 
nation will be held on September 8. 

Full-time day classes are given for the 
First RICS Examination Course and the 
Intermediate Examination Course. Part-time 
day classes and evening classes are for the 
National Certificate in Building and the 
Institute of Builders Course. 


Sheffield 


COMPREHENSIVE information on the build- 


ing courses available at the Sheffield College 
of Commerce and Technology have also 
been published in a new prospectus for the 
1954-55 session. Of particular interest are 
two special full-time courses; one dealing 
with advanced building technology and the 
other with building and quantity surveying. 

In addition to the normal courses the fol- 
lowing new developments have been in- 
cluded: Lecture course on “ The Application 
of Plant and Equipment to Building Sites ”; 
a certificated course in building foremanship; 
and a continuation of the concrete tech- 
nology course. 
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STIC B 


PAINT SALES LTD. 


_47 Whitehall, London, S.W.1 
Telephone: WHltehall 9958 


ugus 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


George P. Brown & Ptnrs., Ltd. (535639.) Regd. 
July 12, 58, Stuart-st., Luton, Beds, consulting, con- 
Fay pg: engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100 in £1 shares. 

G. P. Brown, The Retreat, Barton, Beds. F. 
at 52, Cutenhoe-rd., Luton, Beds. 


Lynmouth Investments, Ltd. (535646.) Regd. July 
12, Broadway-chbrs., 87/89, High-rd., Ilford, Essex, 
bldr., contractor. Nom. cap.: ira.: J. F. 
Maule and Mrs. H. R. Maule, Green-cl., Chelmsford. 


Sidney Weston, Ltd. (535653,) Regd. July 12, 85/7, 
Lewisham High-st., SE13, bldrs. and decorators, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. irs.: S. A. Weston and Mrs. 
Vv. H. Weston, 79, Good Hart-way, W. Wickham, 


Advance Automatics, Ltd. (535668.) Regd. July 12, 
Neville-rd., Croydon, Surrey, plant hire specialists, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Marian M. Villaret, 26, Fair- 
lands-ave., Thornton Heath. 


A. H. Andrews & Co., Ltd. (535682.) Regd. July 
13, 8, The Parade, Oxford-rd., Kidlington, Oxon, 
heating and electrica! engrs. cap.: £4,000. 
Dirs.: A. H. Andrews and Mrs. M. Andrews, 7, 
Blenheim-rd., Kidlington, Oxon. 


an Hho Flats, Ltd. (535687.) Regd. ge 13. Nom. 
: £100. Dirs.: Not named. Sub.: V. Maltby, 
ry 


Carteries, Ltd. (535688.) Regd. July 13, Monu- 
ment-la., British Railways (London and Midland 
Region) Warehouse, St. Vincent-st., Birmingham, 16, 
mnfg., erecting and dealing in bldg. panel and other 
boards and accessories. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir 
H. N. Cartwright, 19, Brueton-ave., Solihull, War- 
wicks. 

W. R. Johnson (Ascot), Ltd. (535699.) Regd. 
July 13, Oakridge, Watersplash-la. ., Cheapside, Ascot, 
Berks, heating engrs., plumbers, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: Mang. dirs.: W. R. Johnson and 
Lilian Oakridge, Cheapside, Ascot. 


Colamex (London), Ltd. (535709.) Regd. July 14, 
2, Caxton-st., » mech. and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. 
4 £100. Dir.: R. M. Wisner, 23, Carlton Hse-ter., 


Nom. 
D. 


Morris Bros., Ltd. (535735.) Regd. July 14, Perry- 
mount-chbrs., Haywards Heath, Sussex, consulting 
engrs., bidrs., etc. Nom. 
£2,000. : W. Norris, 4, Poplar-ct., hides. 
East 


Miles McKenna & Son, Ltd. (535772.) Regd. July 
15, Shop-la., Higher Walton, nr. Preston, Lancs, 
mnfrs. of precast and terrazzo products, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £3, irs.: J. L. McKenna and Mrs. E. 
McKenna, 1, Bannister Hall-la., Higher Walton, nr. 
Preston. 


Rutland House Estates (Peterborough), Ltd. (535778. ) 
Regd. July 15, bldrs., contractors, “t, Nom. cap 
£1,000. Dirs.: Not named. Sub.: C. W. Shelton, en 
Westwood Park-rd., Peterborough. 


Modern Homes (Dernot), Ltd. (535792.) Regd. 
July 15, 5, Arundel-st., Strand, WC2, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. _Dir.: 
Robinson, 151, Gassiot-rd., Tooting, SWwi7. 


F. B. Parvin & Co., Ltd. (535807.) Regd. July 16, 
80, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, constructional engrs., 
dismantlers, excavators and blasting contractors. Nom. 
cap.: ,000. Dirs.: F. Parvin and Edna M. 
Parvin, 5, Chester-rd., Redcar. 

Holmes (Builders), Ltd. (535812.) Regd. July 16, 
28, Station-rd., Watford. Nom. cap.: Dirs.: 
C.’G. Holmes and Mrs. J. Holmes, 36, Langley-way. 
Watford. 

H. T. Lawrence & Son, Ltd. (535814.) Regd. July 
16, 1954, 122a, Castle-st., Reading, bldrs., etc. Nom. 


cap.: £1,000. Permt. dirs: H. T. Lawrence, 122. 
Castle-st., Reading; B. Lawrence, 122a, Castle-st.. 
Reading. 


Smith Bros. (Bletchley), Ltd. (535818.) Regd. July 
16, 34, Brooklands-rd., Bletchley, Bucks, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: B. H.. 
Smith, Dauphin-hse., Leon Park-gdns., Bletchley. 

S. S. Keel & Co., Ltd. (535819.) Regd. July 16, 
Grainger-hse., Blackett-st. -, Newcastle-on-Tyne, ex- 
plosives agent. Nom. cap.: £1,000.  Dir.: S. S. 
Keel, Newe-hse., Tranwell, Morpeth, Northumberland. 


Swift, S. M. S.cafe), Ltd. (535821.) Regd. Julv 
16, 2/3, Norfolk-st., WC2, mnfrs. of domestic and 
general electrical equipment, etc. Nom. cap.: 

ir.: R. D. Greig, 38, Dorchester-ct., Herne Hill, 
SE24. 

Ry Ltd. (535823.) Regd. July 16, 7, Berkeley- 

, Wi, ‘mech., elec. constructional engrs. Nom. cap.: 
£5. 000.’ Dirs. to be appointed. Sub.: J. M. Twin, 
Newhaven, Parsonage-la., Bishops Stortford, Herts. 


Piper and Leech, Ltd. (535834.) Regd. July 16, 
176, Ingrave-rd., Brentwood, Essex, bldrs., etc. Nom. 


cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. G. Piper, 176, "Ingrave-rd.. 
Brentwood, Essex. 


Grangefield (Builders), Ltd. (535846.) Regd. July 
16, 33, Sackville-rd., Bexhill-on-Sea. Nom. cap.: 
1,000. Dirs. to be appointed. Subs.: H. V. Short- 
land, 132, Carr-rd., Northolt, Middx; E. G. Quilter. 
76, Exeter-rd., Harrow, Middx. 
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THE BUILDER 


FORD-MADE 
DIESEL ENGINE 


(PLUS P.T.) 


INSTANT 
SUGCESS! 


Following the recent announcement of the Ford-made Diesel 
engine as an alternative power unit for Thames 2 and 3-ton Models, operators 
everywhere are talking about this new Ford money-saver. Never before 

has a Diesel alternative been offered at so low a cost. Orders already received reflect 


‘ the enthusiastic reception of this new unit. See your Ford Dealer today! 


PETROL DIESEL 


3 TON 128” Wheelbase CHASSIS & CAB .£558+rr. 22.09 
exhauster 
3 TON 157” Wheelbase TRUCK 163 £127.46 


Tit 


Now available with FORD MADE 
4-cyl, DIESEL power anits 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED - DAGENHAM - ESSEX 
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Millions of Rawlplug fixing devices — 
are used in the building industry , 
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Here, as in so many modern building projects, nes * 


Rawiplug Fixing Devices are used for a host of |B = * t Tein at the 
fixing jobs—both in constructional work and in EVEN, 
the installation of many electrical, gas and water : “ Fle 
fittings. When it’s a screw or bolt fixing, in any : a 
hard material, use the right Rawlplug Fixing and ne 
Device and you’ll have the job done—firm as a COLLI 
rock—in far less time than by any other method. Cola 
With every contract, check over the fixing jobs Bridge- 
with your Rawlplug Catalogue. You'll save time 


and money and get better work too! : 7 \ details 
jects. 
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Usef 


Steel Shuttering |g 


Write our Technical Dept. about your fixing problem. 


out of 
The simplest . .. most economical 
... Most adaptable shuttering for Lhd aie 


are offered for sale or hire — 
—further information hand-ot 

and prices gladly supplied. : vise Wi 
Genera! 
London 


COID 


The | 
of Ind 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


ISLE OF WIGHT PLAN 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the Isle of Wight. 


YEAR BOOK 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge, 
have issued their Directory and Year Book 
for 1954. 


EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 


A decrease during June of 2,000 in the 
numbers of employed in the building and 
contracting industries has been announced by 
the Ministry of Labour and National Insur- 
ance. The number employed in the industries 
at the end of June was 1,423,000. 


EVENING CLASSES 


“ Floodlight,” guide to evening classes for 
1954-1955 published by the London County 
Council, can now be obtained from bookstalls 
and newsagents, price 6d. 


COLLEGE PROSPECTUS . 


The LCC South-East London Technical 
College, Lower Sydenham Annexe, Worsley 
Bridge-road, SE26, has issued Prospectus 
No. 1 for 1954-5 of the Department of Build- 
ing and Structural Engineering, which gives 
details of the courses available in these sub- 
jects. 


WIDMA CONFERENCE 


The Autumn Conference of the Wallboard 
Importers’, Distributors’ and Merchants’ 
Association of the United Kingdom will take 
place on October 6 at the Grand Hotel, Tor- 
quay. The WIDMA annual golf tournament 
will be held on the following day at the Tor- 
quay Golf Club. Particulars from the Sec- 
retary at 3-4, Newgate-street, EC1. 


SMALL INVESTMENTS 


Useful information regarding Stock 
Market procedure is presented in simple 
every-day language in “ How to Buy Shares 
out of Earnings,” a new booklet published 


by the Whitehead Industrial Trust, Ltd., 177,, 


Regent-street, W1. It sets forth the advant- 
ages of small personal British industrial 
investment, and describes the Whitehead 
Industrial Trust free investment service. 


VISUAL TRAINING UNITS — 


The British Association for Commercial and 
Industrial Education (BACIE) have com- 
pleted the production of two visual training 
units with the help of the USA Foreign 
Operations Mission to the UK. Each train- 
ing unit consists of a film, a film strip, an 
instructors’ handbook, a set of illustrated 
hand-outs and a wall-chart. The titles of the 
units are “ First Impressions ” and ‘‘ Super- 
vise With Care.” Full particulars from the 
General Secretary, BACIE, 8, Hill-street, 
London, W1. 


COLD ANNUAL REPORT 


The ninth annual report of the Council 
of Industrial Design covering the period 
April 1, 1953-March 31, 1954, which is now 
published, suggests that, to supplement well- 
established exports of traditional designs, 
British industry must study modern trends 
and be prepared to meet competition from 
modern-minded industry abroad. Thus, it 
states, the bias of the council’s propaganda 
has always been towards encouraging fresh 
thought and new designs. 


EXPENDITURE ON ROADS 


Government’s “ Lack of Logic” 


POINTING out that more than 10 times 
as much money has been spent recently 
on electricity as on roads, the August issue 
of the British Road Federation's monthly 
Bulletin attacks the Government for its 
“lack of logic.” ‘‘ Roads are no less essen- 
tial and the Government is only dodging the 
issue when it produces excuses for not 
making adequate provision for this most 
basic of all services,” comments the Bulletin. 
“The recent debate on the Second Read- 
ing of the Gas and Electricity (Borrowing 
Powers) Bill,” the Bulletin states, “is a re- 
vealing demonstration of how Governments 
adjust their arguments to suit particular cir- 
cumstances. This Bill raises the borrowing 
powers of the gas and electricity industries 
from the present level of £950m. to £1,850m. 
Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister of Fuel and 
Power, introduced the Bill by saying that 
these two industries provided essential basic 
services for industry and the home. In sup- 
port of the need for greater use of electricity, 
he said: ‘ We are all convinced that modern 
standards of living and greater competitive 
power depend upon increased productivity.’ 

“With these assertions few would dis- 
agree. The answer of the Government to a 
request for a loan for roads has, however, 
so far been ‘ No.’ 

“There is no logic in this attitude. This 
was the complaint of Sir Gurney Braithwaite 
and the other Members, of both sides, who 
argued that there should be similar financial 
facilities for roads as for power.” 


TERRAZZO TILING 


IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 
Specialists 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 
LONDON : VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM : EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
* READING: READING 81560 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 


TRADE NEWS 


UPHOLSTERY FABRIC 


“Rydura” is a new and original fabric 
produced by Ryjack Productions, Ltd., of 89, 
Oxford-street, Manchester, to combine 
highly contemporary designs for chair cover- 
ings with durable, hygienic and practical 
qualities. -A “Profilm” finish ensures that 
soiling caused by ordinary general use can 
be cleaned with a damp cloth. “Rydura”™ 
should also be effective as a wall panelling. 
The designs have been created by Mr. 
Michael Haughton. 


PROJECTING VENTILATORS 


A range of projected windows for schools, 
flats and industrial buildings are being pro- 
duced by the Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., 210, High Holborn, WC1. Made from 
hot-dip galvanised mild rolled steel sections, 
welded at the corners, the windows incor- 
porate balanced ventilators which can be 
installed to project out to form weather- 
protecting canopies, or in to deflect air 
upwards and shed rain to the outside. All 
types can be coupled together with a 
standard mullion to form larger composite 
windows. 


TRANSLUCENT SHEET 


A translucent glass-fibre reinforced plastic 
sheet, supplied corrugated in various pro- 
files, has been placed on the market by the 
sole distributors, Marketad Ltd., 15 Whitehall 
SW1. Known as “ Milite,” the material is 
claimed to be unbreakable, shockproof and 
weather resistant. Despite a high light trans- 
mission, the sheet is not transparent, and is 
therefore suitable for partitioning and for 
doors. No frames are necessary, as “ Milite ” 
is fixed in the same manner as corrugated 
metal or asbestos sheeting. It can be worked 
with ordinary tools. 


PLASTIC STONE RENDERING 


“Plastic Stone Rendering” is the title of 
a booklet published by Callow and Keppich, 
Ltd., Shipham-road, Cheddar, Somerset, 
manufacturers of “Stonite” plastic stone 
rendering. Written by Mr. Arnold Keppich, 
its purpose is to give a detailed account of 
the theory and practice of rendering as a 
method of preventing the penetration of 
moisture into buildings and, at the same 
time, providing a permanent decorative 
finish. The author’s discussions of the rela- 
tive merits of various forms of wall con- 
struction should prove of interest to mem- 
bers of the industry. 


SLOTTED STEEL ANGLES 


Slotted steel sections understood to enable 
the construction of thousands of different 
items without skilled labour are being 
marketed by Rocano, Ltd., Cherry-lane, 
Bristol. A complete range of accessories and 
sizes is offered by the firm, and all sections 
can be used in conjunction with one another.: 
The slotted angles have holes specially posi- 
tioned and elongated across the flange of the 
angle to give a positive lock at right angles 
and save bracing. No drilling is necessary, 
and “ Rocano”’ is finished in a rust-proofed 
mid-green stoved enamel. Hinged sliding 
doors and windows can be incorporated in 
buildings constructed of this framework, and 
blueprints are available from the firm to 
show how large trusses can be made. Such 
buildings can be dismantled and moved to 
other sites. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


*Australia. — The State Stores . Board, 
Queensland, on behalf of the Land Admini- 
stration Board are calling for tenders 
(Tender No. A. 760) for the supply of 1,426 
tons of wire and wire netting for a dingo 
barrier fence. The closing date for the re- 
ceipt of tenders is August 31, 1954, and 
tenders should be enclosed in an envelope 
addressed to the Chairman, State Stores 
Board, 50 Margaret-street, Brisbane, and en- 
dorsed on the top left-hand corner ‘“ Tender 
No. A760—Wire and Wire Netting.” In- 
quiries by telephone should be made to 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 771 or 738, quoting ref. 
ESB/ 19008 /54. 


*Ceylon.—Ceylon & Foreign Trades, Ltd., 
P.O. Box 912, 467, Union-place, Colombo, 1, 
wish to be put in touch with UK manufac- 
turers of cast-iron pipes and fittings, salt 
glazed stoneware pipes and fittings, and sani- 
tary earthenware. It is a private limited 
company incorporated in April, 1949. They 
are engaged as exporters of Ceylon produce 
and importers of hardware, machinery, food- 
stuffs, etc., as well as distributors and estate 
agents. They claim to hold a number of 
agencies and cover the whole of Ceylon by 
means of five salesmen. Firms responding 
to this inquiry should communicate direct 
with the overseas inquirer, giving full details 
and prices of the goods offered. 


*South Africa—The Union Tender and 
Supplies Board is calling for tenders (ref. no. 
1639) for the supply of 3,500,000 yards of 
telephone bridle wire and 2,000,000 yards 
of telephone drop wire, to be supplied in 
coils of 440 yards. The closing date for 
receipt of tenders is October 7, 1954. Tele- 
phone inquiries to Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 
or 771, quoting ref. ESB/18945/54. 


Turkey.—Additional facilities are to be 
constructed at the Alsancak port at Izmir, on 
Turkey’s Aegean Sea coastline. The new in- 
stallations will include a 2,265-foot pier for 
the simultaneous berthing of four 10,000-ton 
ships, a 798-foot quay for two 4,000-ton 
vessels, and transit warehouse accommoda- 
tion totalling 14,370 sq. feet of floor-space. 
The port and installations will cover an area 
of 287,400 sq. feet. When completed these 
will provide loading and unloading facilities 
to handle an annual day shift volume of 
about 14 million tons. Work continues on 
similar port improvement projects alreadv 
started at Samsun, Mersin and Istanbul. 

Preparations are proceeding for the con- 
struction of a cement plant in Mugla 
province with a capital of nearly £5m., of 
which £1m. will be subscribed by the public 
and the balance by the Turkish Cement In- 
dustry Joint Stock Company. The plant will 
produce 250 tons a day. 

There is a building boom in Turkey at 
present. New construction in Istanbul alone 
has already exceeded 5,000 units during the 
first five months of this year. These are 
mostly factories, private and multiple dwell- 
ing apartment houses, and shops. 


*USA.—Richard England Associates, Inc., 
1575, Maryland-avenue, Northeast, Washing- 
ton 2, DC, have informed the British 
Embassy at Washington that they would like 
to import large quantities of chain-link 
fencing from the UK. This concern are 
wholesale lumber, building materials and 
hardware dealers. Manufacturers interested 
in this inquiry should write by airmail to 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 


the US firm, submitting full details of their 
products and quoting cif prices in US dollars. 


*USA.—The Northwest Steel Co., 935, 
NW 12th-avenue, Portland, Oregon, have 
advised the British Consulate at Portland 
that they would like to receive quotations 
from UK manufacturers of steel bars, steel 
shapes, steel plate of all sizes and thick- 
nesses, steel structural (angles, channels, 
joists, etc.), wire products, including “tie” 
wire, galvanised merchant wire, barbed wire, 
wire for field fencing, steel fence posts, etc. 

The Northwest Steel Company, established 
in 1932, has been acting as jobber of steel 
products for the Bethlehem Pacific Steel 
Corporation, selling to distributors in the 
States of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Montana, in addition to Northern California 
and the Territory of Alaska. Firms interested 
in this inquiry are invited to submit full 
particulars of their products, prices in US 
dollars cif Portland, Oregon, and a state- 
ment regarding deliveries to the Northwest 
Steel Company by airmail. 


* USA.—Florida Swimming Pool Co.., Inc., 
of 730, NW 13!st-street, North Miami, 
Florida, have advised the British Consulate 
at Miami that they are interested in receiving 
quotations for the following swimming pool 
equipment:—Water purification and filtra- 
tion equipment, chlorinators and items 
related to the construction and installation 
of swimming pools, including ladders, 
chrome-plated fittings, etc. Equipment 
similar to “Gunite” fittings (pipe fittings), 
valves (multiport sway) filtration and 
purification. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should communicate, by airmail, direct with 
the firm, sending full details of their offers, 
quotations in dollars c.i.f.—Miami, Florida, 
and an inditation of delivery dates. 


BRIDGES FOR NORWAY 


Despite keen Continental competition, 
British Insulated Callender’s Construction 


“THE. BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 


Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. $. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder” and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of id. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. . 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’? The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2,~- price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 


Company, Ltd., have obtained from the 
Norwegian State Railways an order for three 
Callender-Hamilton railway bridges of 190-ft. 
span. Hot-dip galvanising of all steelwork 
is to be applied to their railway bridges for 
the first time to cut maintenance costs. 


EXPORTS TO PERSIA 


With the announcement on August 5 
about the accord on points of agreement 
which has been reached in the negotiations 
concerning Persian oil, it is expected, states 
the Board of Trade, that there will be fresh 
opportunities for United Kingdom firms to 
supply goods and services needed by the Con- 
sortium and the National Iranian Oi] Com- 
pany. Exporters requiring specific informa- 
tion about exports to Persia are invited to 
write or telephone to Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department, BoT, Horse 
Guards-avenue, London, SWI (tel.: 
Trafalgar 8855), and, where appropriate, to 
Export Licensing Branch, BoT, Atlantic 
House, Holborn Viaduct, London, EC1 (tel.: 
City 5733). 


“ MODERN UK” 
IN CANADA 


British Products at Canadian 
National Exhibition 


A REPRESENTATIVE selection of well- 
designed, modern British consumer 
goods will be shown again this year at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, to be held 
in Toronto from August 27 to September 11. 
Last year for the first time the Board of 
Trade and the Council of Industrial Design 
jointly staged a prestige display of well- 
designed British goods. This ‘“ Modern. 
UK” stand, stated Council, was a great 
popular success and won the star award as. 
the best display in the British section in the 
Government Building. The same designers,. 
Messrs. Neville Ward, ARIBA, FSIA, and 
Alec Heath, MSIA, will again be responsible 
for the stand this year. 

Some 500 different products will be 
shown, chosen from those that British manu- 
facturers have submitted as suitable for the 
Canadian market and in most cases selected: 
from Design Review, the Council’s illus- 
trated record of well-designed British goods. 
in current production. As a check on the 
suitability of the selection for the Canadian 
market a number of Canadian buyers and 
London representatives of Canadian stores. 
have inspected: the goods at the Council’s. 
headquarters. Many of the items will thus. 
be on sale in Canada at the time of the 
exhibition. 

As the name of the display—‘ Modern 
UK ”—implies, the goods are all of modern 
design, suitable for the new homes that are 
being built in Canada and in line with the 
rapidly changing tastes of the North 
American market. This is not to suggest 
that there is or should be any less interest 
in traditional British designs, for which there 
has always been a loyal demand in Canada. 
The whole purpose of this prestige display 
of modern designs is to supplement our 
traditional exports and to draw attention to 
the fact that “ modern living” is neither an 
American nor a Scandinavian monopoly. 

The Council of Industrial Design will 
again be represented at the exhibition by 
Mr. A. Gardner-Medwin. 

Exhibits have been chosen from among 
the following categories: Furniture, furnish- 
ing fabrics, floor coverings, door furniture, 
tiles and wallpaper, pottery and. glassware, 
domestic appliances and electric light fittings. 
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For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 
to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 


RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED (wes of 


17, GEORGE STREET, BATH "PHONE: BATH 3534 


JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED (wnerth Midtanas) 


21, NBW WALK, LEICESTER "PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 


KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED (North of Bngiand) 
RYDE AVENUE, HULL "PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (ves Midtands, also Sussex and Hants) 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON *PHONE: BILSTON 41101 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (south waies) 


LANBLAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED ¢sco:ien<) 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW *PHONE: RENFREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L*’ 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2 
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If you never 
want to have 
to dig them 
up again 


put down 


Under an Airport Runway 


This is a key point in an airport runway pattern. You lay electric 
cables under here, to serve the runway lights. Those cables must be 
easy to get at, easy to service. So you run your cables through conduits 
— in this case 2-way conduits. 


If anything goes wrong with those conduits, if they have to come 
up again — think of the chaos. Think what would happen at a big 
airport. Last year in August alone London Airport handled nearly 
8,000 aircraft and 160,000 passengers. Alot depends on those 
conduits — you never want to have to dig them up again. © 


That’s why, at London Airport, they put down conduits of salt 
glazed vitrified clay. 


Salt glazed conduits are glassy smooth and hard as nails. They are 
acid-resisting. Sulphates in the soil cannot corrode them. They go 
down for good! The same applies to the hundreds of salt glazed 

drainpipes that are out there too. Safe and 
efficient, salt glazed conduits and pipes can — 


Salt Glazed 


and do — stay down for centuries. 


pipes and conduits 


~ NATIONAL SALT GLAZED PIPE MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
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New Housing Record 


JYROM January to June this year Scotland 

has built more houses than ever before 
in the first six months of any year. Total 
completions were 19,917—an increase of 410 
over the previous best for the same period— 
recorded in 1953. In June over 4,000 houses 
were completed. 


These are some of the facts revealed in 
the quarterly housing return published by the 
Department of “Health for Scotland by 
HMSO (price 1s.). The return shows that 
ine total number of permanent houses com- 
pleted in Scotland under the post-war pro- 
gramme is now 204,237. Houses under con- 
struction at the end of June totalled 39,963. 
This compared with 40,588 at the same date 
in 1953 and with 39,651 at the end of March. 


Hospital Buildings 


HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION continues to ab- 
,orb a considerable amount of Scottish 
attention; while new construction is relatively 
limited a great deal of modernisation and 
additional work is being done to existing pre- 
mises. Additional research and training 
facilities have also been provided, notably in 
the Glasgow area but also in Edinburgh. 
There the new radio therapeutic institute in 
she grounds of the Western General Hospital, 
Edinburgh, is well advanced. Built at a cost 
of about £250,000, the new building will 
house facilities for deep therapy treatment 
involving a four-million volt linear accelera- 
tor, and two X-ray tubes of either one million 
or two million‘ volts. 


Edinburgh Royal Infirmary has also pro- 
posed extensions to cost £156,215, to be taken 
trom endowment funds. The SE Region 
Board has approved three of the proposed 
projects, including alterations to the surgical 
consultation department, extra beds for the 
Dental Department and central sterilising- 
room installations. 


Two other schemes, a £70,000 new building 
for the orthopedic department and a £63,000 
building for the physiotherapy department 
are to be subject to detailed examina- 
tion since the operational costs will fall on 
the Board although actual building costs can 
be met from endowments. A sub-committee 
has been formed to investigate the operating 
costs and to report on the suitability of the 
new construction schemes which have been 
proposed. 


Housing Outstrips Amenities 


AT DRUMCHAPEL, where Glasgow Corpora- 
tion are building a self-contained town of 
7,500 houses for 30,000 people, the 2,000 
houses under construction by five contractors 
on the Crosswall system are being completed 
so rapidly that house building has out- 
stripped all other building. In consequence, 
it is reported, the first tenants are now 
occupying houses in an area devoid of 
shops and schools, and practically isolated 
because of a lack of transport facilities. 
Glasgow proposes to build two other 
— towns, at Castlemilk and Easter- 
ouse. 


Town Hall, Montrose 


MONTROSE CORPORATION is to promote a 
competition for designs for a new Town 
Hall. Details are given under “ Competition 
News ” {p. 245). 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
houses with garages to be erected at Salisbury-ter. / 
Great Western-rd. by Modern Houses (Aberdeen) Ltd., 

Westend. The architects are Thomas Scott Sutherland 
— (F&A), Queens-ter., Great Western-rd., Aber- 

een. 

Aberdeen.—Corporation has agreed that 84 houses 
should be erected at the Lands of Spittal site, for 
which plans will be prepared by Alexander B. Gardner 
(F), Planning Offices, Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aber- 
een. 

Ayrshire.—CC has plans in hand for the erection 
at a site in Ayr of the new Belmont Sec. Sch. e 
Council A is Robert G. Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., 
Wellington-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr. The quantity 
surveyors are "Stevenson and Ferguson, 20, Welling- 
ton-sq., The Sandgate, Ayr, 

Caithness-shire.—CC has a scheme in hand for the 
erection of 41 houses at Wick. The architects are 
Hugh MacDonald & Son (F&A), Princess-st., Thurso, 
and the quantity surveyors Baxter, Dunn and Gray, 
38, High-st., Inverness. 

Dumfries.—Dumfries-shire CC is to have plans pre- 
pared for a development and extension of the new 
Marchment High Sch.,°which is estimated to. cost at 
least £200,000. The Council A is George Bartholomew 
(A), County-bldgs., Dumfries. 

East Kilbride.—Plans in hand for new offices and 
other buildings at the Parkhill Electricity Station of 
the South-West of Scotland Electricity Board, 137, 
Almada-st., Hamilton West. 

Falkirk.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for three apartment houses to be erected at 
the Camelon housing site at an estimated cost of 
£21,000. The Council A is A. C. M. Carrell (A), 
Master of Works Offices, Falkirk, 

Glasgow.—Corpn. Cleansing Com. is to sponsor a 
new refuse disposal works at Polmodie at an estimated 
cost of £1,209,634. Corpn. also propose two 
aluminium — schools in the Drumchapel area. 
Secretary of State has given his approval. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff archi- 
tects have been approved for the new Power House 
and Switch House to be erected by Smith and Mac- 
Lean, Ltd., 179, West George-st., Glasgow. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 


PAVINGS. 
FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 


MARBLE &QUARZITBLTD 
- LIVERPOOL7 


SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, pt rates are: 
miage of For week of 


Year. srate. 44 
s. 

Ist 41 3 

2nd 55 0 

3rd 82 6 

4th 110 0 

Sth 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft * cee (at end of 
probationary period 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary 


We 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for alterations and additions at 
Windsor-ter., St. Georges-rd, by. the City Bakeries, 
Ltd., 15/37, Clarendon-st., Maryhill-rd., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for additions and alterations to 
the Dalmarnock Iron Works by Sir William Arrol & 
Co., Ltd., Dunn-st., Bridgeton, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for MacKeen, Ltd., Port-Dundas, 
to be carried out at Port-Dundas-rd. "The architects 
are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, Claremont- 
gdns., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
offices to be erected at Denmark-st. The architect is 
Thomas Clark, 32, Doncaster-st., Glasgow, 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for ex- 
tensions to Steel Arches, Ltd., Annick-st. The archi- 
tects and principal contractors are The Glasgow Steel 
Roofing Co., Ltd., 343, Balmore-rd., Possilpark, 
Glasgow. 


Grangemouth.—Plans have been approved for a 
new restaurant to be erected at a cost of about 
£17,000 at the Central Avenue area on a Newlands- 
td. site by Mr. J. Smith, Beancross-rd., Grangemouth. 


Greenock.—Corpn. Housing Com. has _ reported 
that the Department of Health has authorised the 
giving out of schedules for the site-preparation work 
for the Corporation’s second development of the 
central area housing scheme, consisting of blocks of 
houses in four-storey blocks, for which plans have 
been prepared, and tenders will be accepted without 
undue delay. The Council A is Robert L. Re, 
AMInstCE, AMTPI, Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal-bldgs,, Hamilton-st., Greenock. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for ex- 
tensions, etc., for the Acme Engineering Co., Ltd., at 
their works at London-rd., Mount Vernon. 
architect is William G. Gilmour, 31, North 
Frederick-st., George-sq., Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for ex- 
tensions, etc., for William Martin & Son, Ltd., at 
their London-st., Larkhall, works. The architects and 
principal contractors are Andrew MacCracken & Co., 
Ltd., Sunhill-rd., Contracting Works, Larkhall. 


Lanarkshire —Plans prepared and approved for the 
Clyde Crane and Engineering Works Co., Ltd., for 
offices and other extensions at Mossend. The archi- 
tects are G. L. Thomson, 16, New Walk-ter., York. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
extensions, etc., for Thomas Muir & Sons, Ltd., at 
Newarthill Bakery. The architects are D. Forbes, 
— & Johnston (F), 39, Kirk Wynd, Kirkcaldy, 

ife 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
National Coal Board, 1, Eglinton-ter,, Edinburgh, for 
a_boilerhouse_and other buildings at 3 to 12 colliery, 
Gartshire. The architect is James Allan (F), 38, 
Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 


hire.—Plans and for new 
offices, etc., at Overton-rd., The architect 
is James Scobie, 36, Hareshill-rd.. 


Moffat.—Dumfries-shire CC to have plans prepared 
for a scheme of extensions to the Academy, which 
are estimated to cost over £33,000. The County A 
is George Bartholomew (A), County-bldgs., Dumfries. 


Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared for new housing 
schemes at the Oaks and Janefield Housing sites. The 
Council A is John Murdoch, Master of Works Offices, 
Municipal-bldgs., Johnstone, 


Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for = 
station and houses at Grangsmouth-rd., Falkirk. 
Council A is A. C. M. Carrell, A). Master of Works 
Offices, Falkirk 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
‘are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of pees hs are those for the submission of tenders; 

agger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
naan and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 17. 
*tSouthampton CB.—Annene, Redbridge infants’ 
school. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by Septem- 


ber 
AUGUST 18. 

*tBristol City.—Offices and workshop, Stokes Croft. 
J. Nelson Meredith (F), City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWimbledon Boro’.—Alterations and additions, 
dressing-room accommodation, Commons Extension 
land, Robin Hood-la. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 19. 

*tPlymouth City C.—Children’s homes at Ringmore- 
way/Belstone-ave., Woodlands. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 20. 

*{Portsmouth City.—Probation office, Cosham. 
City A. Dep. £1. 

*tPortsmouth City.—Park superintendent’s house, 
Northern Parade. City A. Dep. £1. 

*tSouthampton CB.—Clinic, Millbrook. Boro’ A. 

Dep. £1. Tenders by September 15. 
AUGUST 21. 

*tHendon BC.—Sports pavilion (1st section) at West 

Hendon playing fields|§ BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 23. 

Buckfastleigh UDC.—Ten flats at Tweesaways 
housing estate. Grant Gooen, architects, 10, High- 
st., Totnes. Dep. £2 

Hornchurch UDG--Erection of flats, Abbs Cross- 
la., Hornchurch. Surveyor’s Dept. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Slough BC.—12 concrete garages, Stoke Poges 
estate, and 10 ——t garages, Burham. E. G. 
Thorpe, BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 25. 

*+Bristol EC.—Two additional classrooms, West- 
bury Park primary school. Imrie, Porter & Wake- 
field, architects, 18, Orchard-st. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by September 53, 


AUGUST 26. 
Leeds City C.—12 flats at Moorfield estate. City A. 


Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 27. 
*Hunts CC.—Pair of police inspectors’ houses, 
Fletton, Peterborough. City A, Huntingdon. 


AUGUST 28. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Two-storey villa, 
Westwood Hospital, Bradford, A to the Board, Park 
— Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Octo- 


GUST 30. 
*tHayes and Hartington UDC.—60 flats as Ist 
section, Watery-la. estate. E&S. 
Rochdale CB.—Erection of 19 bungalows on 
Brotherod estate and/or 55 dwellings and five garages 
on Park-rd. estate. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 31. 
*Essex CC.—Pair of keepers’ cottages, Weald Park. 
South Weald, near Brentwood. County Land Agent 
and Valuer, 69, Duke-st., Chelmsford. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 
*Clacton UDC.—Trading kiosks and conveniences 
at Lower and Middle Promenades. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Leicester City.—18 shop units with housing accom- 
modation above, New Parks estate. Symington, 
Prince & Pike, architects, De Mountfort House, De 
Mountfort-sq. Bs. 


Advertisement pages of this and 


SEPTEMBER 
*Sunderland CB.—Health oa Springwell. Boro’ 
A, Grange House; Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 6. 

*Tenterden BC.—38 houses at Shrubcote estate, 
scheme No. 6. H. G. Hunt, ARIBA, 51, Willington- 
st., Maidstone. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Bridgford UDC.—12 houses, Edwalton estate. 
R. Dewsbury, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Basingstoke BC.—26 dwellings and 13 garages at 
Kipling-walk, and Winchester-rd., South 
Ham. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Esher UDC.—16 old persons’ bungalows and 8 
houses on two contracts, on 7. Hill (Canada-rd.) 
estate, Cobham. E&S. Dep. £1 1 

*Rugby Boro’.—Sport “and clubhouse, 


‘Mill-rd. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Ri -—Rebuilding of calf ns, Cattle 

Market. Dep. £2 2s. - 
SEPTEMBER 9. 

*Gainsboro —24 houses at Heapham-rd. 

housing site 1. E&S. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER il. 
*Ealing Boro ey South 
Ealing-rd., W5. C. W. Seddon BE&S. Dep. £2. 
*King’s Lynn BC.—98 dwellings, Newl n estate. G, 
Holmes (A), Housing Architect, ‘‘ Clifton House,” 
Queen-st. Dep. £1 Is, 


Liverpool TC.—Restoration of City Engineer and 
Surveyor’s Depot, Breckside Park. City E&S 
(Improvements Section). Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 13. 

*Dartford Boro’.—60 dwellings and eight garages, 

Temple Hill Neighbourhood Unit. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Norwich TC.—68 dwellings, ‘housing 
estate. L, G. Hannaford (F), City A 
SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Lindsey CC.—Two-form secondary modern school 
at Redcombe-rd., Brigg. County A, Lincoln. 


SEPTEMBER 16 
*Lambeth BC.—Depot buildings, Kennington-la. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
*Bridge of Weir.—28 houses, Lintwhite site, for 
Scottish Special Housing Assn., Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 20. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Repairs, redecorations and 
alterations at Technical College, stage 5. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by September 30, 

AUGUST 23. 

*Luton Boro’.—Preparation, seeding and planting 
works at flats on certain sites. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSouth-Western Reg. H Board.—Equipment 
and tanks for new “wy boiler plant at Holmoor 
House, Taunton. Reg. A 


AUGUST 24. 

Ince-in-Makerfield UDC.—{a) Sanitary fittings; (b) 
electrical installations for 20 houses at Battersby-st. 
site. S. Dep. £1 1s. each contract. 

AUGUST 30. 

Chester TC.—Installation of heating system at 

Coliege of Further Education, E&S. 
AUGUST 31. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Chain-link fencing on two 

sites. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

*tLincoln (Lindsey) CC.—Heating and electrical in- 
stallation (second instalment), North Lindsey Tech- 
nical College, Scunthorpe. County A, Lincoln. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—lInstallation of 
steam boiler plant, St. Mary’s Hospital, Green Hill- 
td., Armley. Architect to Board, Park-par., 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s 


Now on Sale 


L.M.B.A. HANDBOOK 


All you want to know about 
the building industry. 
Latest facts and figures. 


No up-to-date builder nor architect 
should be without it. 


PRICE 7/6 
(packing and postage 9d.) 


from 


THE BUILDER, 4 Catherine St., W.C.2 
or from the L.M.B.A., 47 Bedford Sq., W.C.1 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 24. 

Ince-in-Makerfield UDC.—Private street works at 
Crompton-st.; Delegarte-st.; and Windleshaw-st. S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Staffordshire CC.—Reconstruction of (1) about 1,300 
sq. yds. Fauld-Tutbury Road (C.91), with ancillar: 
works; (2) improvements at Hill Chorlton of Stone- 
Woore Road (A.51). | T. H. Evans, Clerk of CC. 
Dep. £2 each scheme. 


AUGUST 26, 
Rugeley UDC.—About 1,210 lin. yds. of Hednes- 
ford-rd. sewer. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, 33. 
Gt. Cherles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 5s. 


AUGUST 28. 
Fa “ayaaecd TC.—Repair of 12 streets. City S. Dep 
s. 


AUGUST 30. 
Oxford TC.—Roads and sewers on Tewn Furze 
housing estate. City E, Dep. £2. 
Portsmouth City C.—About e 600 sq. yds. footways 
Re ee ag industrial estate, contract No. 3. City E. 


AUGUST 31. 

Ellesmere Port UDC.—About 800 sq. yds. tar- 
macadam road works, 400 sq. yds. footpaths, etc. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

Welton RDC.—Sewerage and sewerage disposal 
works at Nettleham, Bunkers —_ and district. John 
H. Haiste & Ptnrs., engineers, 4, Queen-sq., Wood- 
house-la., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

Bedford BC.—About 3,200 lin. yds. of spun-iron 
pipes and 600 yds. asbestos- oy pipes, at Putnoe 
estate mains, contract ‘‘ B.’”’ Boro’ WE. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

Knutsford UDC.—Contract No, 1. roads and sewers 
on Shaw Heath housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 11. 

Denbigh Corpn.—Sewerage works and sewage dis- 
posal at Eglwys-Wen. TC. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bexley.—ADAPTATIONS.—CC are recommended by 
Health Com. to approve a total remaining expendi- 
ture of £22,876 in respect of the proposed main 
adaptations and extension of St. Mary’s, Vicarage-rd. 

Friern Barnet.—MalisoONnETTES.—The erection of 16 
maisonettes and nine garages on land off Torrington- 
gr., N12, as proposed by J. Lovesay (Builders), Ltd., 
Estate Offices, The Lindens, Ni2,.has been given town 
planning consent. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—Revised been 
prepared by the Planning Officer of Herts CC: for the 
erection of four houses on a site at the junction of 
Netherlands-rd. and Chandos-ave. 

Friern Barnet.—FLats.—An outline application has 
been submitted by E. H. Jackson, builder, 
Queen’s-rd., E17, for the erection of 36 flats on a 
site between Woodleigh and Lyndhurst-ave., N12, in 
substitution for a previous scheme to erect shops with 
maisonettes over. UDC have agreed in principle to 
the revised proposals. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—Town planning permission 
has been granted to C. J. Pilgrim & Sons, builders. 
18, Alexandra-gr., N12, for the proposed erection of 
three — and garages on land at No. 65-69, Wilton- 
rd., N. 

Fulham.—Bo1Ler House.—Proposals for the erec- 
tion of a new boiler house at Fulham Hospital, at an 
estimated cost of £32,000, are recommended for the 
approval of the South-West Metropolitan Regional! 
Hespital Board. 

South-West Metro- 
politan Regional Hospital Board are recommended to 
approve the appointment of Lowe, 4, High-st., 
Croydon, as architect, and K. G. Barber, 3a, George- 
st., Croydon, as quantity surveyor, for proposed 
alterations to the X-ray therapy department, and pro- 
vision of a lift and shaft for C block, at Lambeth 
Hospital, 

Lewisham,—Town Hatt ExTENSIONS.—Plans have 
been prepared by Boro’ A for the first stage of a 
scheme for the extension and rebuilding of the Town 
Hall at an estimated cost of £113,668. BC’s approval 
is recommended. 

Shoreditch.—TowNn HALL ANNEXE.—BC are recom- 
mended to approve in principle proposals for the 
erection of a town hall annexe or extension, to in- 
clude accommodation for the Housing Department, on 
a site at the rear of the existing Town Hall. - 
aera | sketch plans are being prepared by the 

ro’ A. 

Wimbledon.—Community CENTRE.—Surrey CC has 
agreed to pay £3,333 towards the cost of a com- 
munity centre to be erected on the site of the disused 
Worple-rd. Congregational Church and St. George’s 
Hall. The total cost of the centre is estimated at 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aldridge.—Permission for the erection of a new 
£127,000 sec. sch. has been granted by Min. of 
Education. 

Basford.—Cornish unit type houses are to be built 
in the Basford rural area. .— omens. to a proposal 
for 252 of these houses. They are to be built at 
Calverton (50), Selston (42), “Q20), Brinsley 
(10), East Leake (18) and Gotham (12). 


£12,335 
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Outside painting is quite a different proposition ceaseless attack of British weather? What kind of 
from inside painting. Outside painting has todo _— paint needs fewer repaints, and ‘less expensive 
a protective job, and if that job is ever neglected _—_ repaints because it doesn’t crack or flake? The 
the very soundness of the building may be en- _ answer has been proved good over centuries. 
dangered. It’s as simple as that, and as serious. White Lead Paint Lasts. 

What kind of paint can protect a door, a window Magnet White Lead Base HARD GLOSS Paint 
frame, a cement-rendered or stucco front from the’ is the up-to-date version of this trusty friend. ? 
Hard Gloss. Lasting Protection. A range of 
32 intermixable colours. 
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Birmingham.—Plans for completing Bush House, 
at present a steel shell at the corner of Broad-st. and 
Cumberland-st., Birmingham, for use as Corporation 
offices, at an estimated cost of £464,295, are being 
submitted to City Council for approval. _MH&LG 
has indicated that it will approve completion of the 


uding. 

.—Newcastle Hospital Brd. to consider 
tenders for remodelling ward A 2” and_ building 
three-storey sanitary annexe at City General Hospital. 
Brd.’s Chief A, Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, 
Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Chest -—UDC received sanction to pro- 
ceed with £72,047 scheme for erection of 50 houses at 
Seventh-ave. Council has own direct labour organisa- 
tion, Surveyor, W. Ridley, St. Mary’s House, 
Front-st. 

Consett.—UDC to build 12 aged people’s bunga- 
lovs in Beechdale-rd. E. Simpkin, S. 

Durham.—CC to build health centre at new town 
of Peterlee, est. cost £39,310. Plans by Cty. A, 
G. K. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—R. H. Duns, Lambton House, Lambton- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, quantity surveyor for pro- 
posed Bishop Auckland tech. col.—A. Davis & 
Pa:tners, 28, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, quan- 
tity surveyors for people’s hostel.—Turner 
& Ing, 2, Garden-st., rlington, quantity surveyors 
for CC’s new fire brigade headquarters and also for 
hostel for blind at Durham.—CC to negotiate for 
alternative site at Newton Aycliffe for proposed fire 
stn.—Home Office approved CC’s programme for erec- 
tion of 25 family group children’s homes in various 
parts of county, cost £107,500, and proposals 
aporoved for homes at Felling, Sunderland, Crook, 
Bishop Auckland and in Stockton rural area.—Revised 
plans approved by CC for hostel at Durham and cost 
has been increased from £38,000 to £47,000.—CC 
proposes child welfare centre at Easington.—CC’s 
revised scheme for health centre at Peterlee to cost 
£36,000 approved. 

Durham.—CC to be asked to approve proposal to 
build cty. laboratory, est. cost £11,500, at Aykley 
Heads, Durham. Local Government Com. recom- 
mend that laboratory be established. 

Esher.—Surrey Planning Com. approved Esher 
Council’s plans to build houses on the west side of 
The Forum, Walton-rd., West Molesey, at the junction 
of Effingham-rd. and Ewell-rd., Long Ditton, at_the 
junction of Eastcote-ave. and Central-ave., West 
Molesey (sites each of about an acre in area), and at 
the Faraday-rd. housing estate, West Molesey. Plans 
submitted for a library and welfare clinic on three- 
quarters of an acre east of The Forum, West 
Molesey, were also approved. — 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Red House Garage Co. had 
plaas approved by local authority for offices and lay- 
out of forecourt. 2 

Huddersfield.—Sanction has been received from 
Min. of Education for a proposal to establish a Cty. 
Sec. Sch. for about 680 senior children at Deighton- 
rd..-Finance Com. recommend spending £49,000 on 
erection of a home for aged people at Bradley. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—MH&LG approved TC’s estimate, 
£72,963, for erection of 56 houses in South Leam-la.— 
TC allocated site in Perth-ave. for proposed Baptist 
Church, 

Longbenton.—Thomas Hedley & Co., Ltd., deter- 
gent manufacturers, City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are 
to erect £350,000 factory premises on a site of 45 
acres at Longbenton. The build will include re- 
search laboratories, pilot plant, offices, staff canteen 
and other amenities. Messrs, Hedley have their own 
architects’ dept. 

Longbenton.—UDC received number of inquiries 
from firms interested in obtaining factory sites in the 
area. 

Lowestoft.—North Area Planning Com. approved 
in principle an application from British Advent 
Missions, Ltd., for the erection of a church in 
Regent-rd. 

Lowestoft.—North Area (East Suffolk) Joint Plan- 
ning Com. approved a plan for Kirkley Estates, Ltd.. 
of Portland-pl., W1, for a works at Waveney-dr. 

March (Cambs).—A proposed Crown Office building 
to be erected at Audmoor House, High-st., for MOW. 

Middlesbrough.—EC received loan sanction, 
£181,058, for additions to Constantine tech. col.; and 
£153,482 for proposed Middle Beck No. 2 cty. sec. 
mod. sch. 

Morpeth.—Northumberland CC plan conversion of 
Southgate remand home, Morpeth, into civil defence 
training centre. Cty. A, C. C, Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. - 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Quayside (Newcastle), Ltd., to 
build warehouse on Quayside. Architect, C. Solomon, 
St. Mary’s-pl. 

Nottinghamshire.—Min. approval received for 1955- 
56 schools building programme: verton prim, 
sch. £44,968); New Balderton sec. mod. sch. 
(£61,765); Eastwood sec. tech. sch. (£157,000); Arnold 
Redhill sec. mod. sch. (£59,040); Mansfield Ethel 
Wainwright jun. sch, (£25,087); Selston Commonside 
prim. sch. (£29,887); Radcliffe-on-Trent sec. mod. 
sch. (£88,220); Beeston Sunnyside Farm prim. sch. 
(£44,928); Worksop Kilton Hill prim. sch. (£44,968). 
Reserved: Mansfield sec. tech. sch. (£156,939); Mans- 
field College of FE, 2nd instalment (£118,000). Added 
to current programme: Sutton-in-Ashfield Stanton Hill 
sec. sch. (£89,669). 

_ Portsmouth.—The Minister has agreed to the inclu- 
sion of new premises for Kingston Mod. Sch. for 
Pg the major school building programme for 


“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
: Stock Bricks 


THE increase in the price of Stock 
Bricks noted in our Prices pages this 
week had effect from July 19 last. 


Sheringham.—UDC architects to prepare scheme 
for a concert hall, to cost not more than £12,000, on 
site of proposed town hall.—UDC architects have also 
been instructed to confer with Norfolk Education 
Com, architect with a view to the addition of a 
library. 

South Shields.—EC to consider proposal to build 
inf. sch, on site south of Green-la. 

South Shields.—Hsg. Com. to start early next year 
with erection, by contract, of 104 houses on Whiteleas 
estate.—20 bungalows and 10 houses are to be built 
in Marsden-rd. Plans by BE, J. Reid. 

South Shields.—Contract will be let shortly for pro- 
posed offices and shops in Prince Edward-rd., for J. 
Quigley, Architects, Turley & Williamson, 46, Jes- 


- mond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC to negotiate with 


Henderson Bros., Smith-st., Tyne Dock, South Shields, 
to carry out second instalment of new South Shields 
Marine and Tech. Col. Architects, Meade, Taylor & 
Wilson, 17, Sheffield-ter., Camden Hill, W8. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to erect 96 houses on various 
odd sites on Roseworth estate. Boro’ A, T. C. Hart- 
ley, 28, The Square, Stockton. 

Sunderland.—Corp. propose to convert tram sheds 
at Wheatsheaf Corner into central workshops for 
major repairs to buses, cost about £38,000. Boro’ A, 
H. C. Bishop. 

Sunderland,—Corp. Welfare Com. informed that it 
will cost £24,000 to adapt ‘* The Oaks,’’ South Hylton, 
into old people’s hostel. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. 

Tynemouth.—F. R. N. Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne- 
st., North Shields, architects for proposed commercial 
garage, showroom and five lock-up garages in Albion- 
rd., North Shields, for W. H. C. Daniels. 

Wallsend.—TC plan erection of six shops and flats 
on West Street estate, and price being negotiated for 
erection of buildings by F. P. Dodsworth, Hil! Heads- 
rd., Whitley Bay.—TC to obtain tenders for erecting 
three-storey flats comprising 51 dwellings on Churchill- 
st, estate.—Site plans for proposed joinery works in 
Station-rd., for Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd., shipbuilders, approved.—Northern Coal Brd to 
erect laboratory at Rising Sun Colliery, Wallsend, 
to plans by Board‘s Architects’ Dept., Ashfield 
Towers, Gosforth. 

Weymouth.—TC to appoint an architect to prepare 
plans for rebuilding Ritz Theatre and Palm Court. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes subject to modification. 
q Denot:s accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Abingdon (Berks).—Erection of 12 Unity bunga- 
lows at Robsart-pl., Cumnor, for RDC: *H. W. 
Poulton, £14,055. 


VENEERED BOARD 
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of fabrication. 


HANDY PANELS 
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Berwick.—Erection of 62 houses on Wi 


estfield 
estate, for TC. Boro’ S, J. Armitage: *John H. 
Pierce, Osborne-rd., Tweedmouth, Berwick. 

Browmley-by-Bow.—Rebuilding of All Hallows’ 
Church. Architects, Carol & *Grace & 
Marsh, Croydon, £23,311. 

Carlisle.—Erection of 20 bungalows at Belah, 39 at 
Harraby and 16 flats at Harraby, for City Council. 
L J, A. Stow, City E, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle: *Johr 
Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Eastbourne.—Rebuilding of shop premises at 64-66, 
Terminus-rd., for Russell & Bromley, Ltd. Architects, 
Raglan Square, FRIBA, MSIA, 3, Hobart-pl., SW1. 
Quantity surveyors, Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl., SW1: *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., 10, 
Gildredge-rd., Eastbourne, 

Friern Barnet UDC.—Development of housing site 
No. Il at Sydney-rd. and Hampden-rd.: *J. M. Hill 
& Sons, Ltd., £51,256. 

Huddersfield.—Erection of 126 houses and 24 flats 
on Dryclough estate, for Corpn.: *G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., £183,857. 

Leeds.—Erection of office block at Eastgate, for 
Shell-Mex and BP, Ltd. Architects, Cotton, Ballard 
and Blow: *Tersons, Ltd. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for fortnight ended August 7:— 

Building works: Robert Marriott, Ltd., Midland 
Works, Rushden, Northamptonshire; F. i 
Ltd., Mobray-dr., Blackpool, Lancs.; M. J. Gleeson 


Partners: 


(Contractors), Ltd., Woodseats, Sheffield 8; Richard 
Costain, Ltd., Dolphin-sq., London, SW1. Runway 
construction, etc.: John Howard and Co., Ltd., 


Howard House, 13 Buckingham Gate, London, SWI. 
Heating services: Edwd. Deane and Beal, Ltd., 
Temple Chambers, Temple-av., London EC4. Re- 
surfacing work: Roads Reconstruction (1934), Ltd., 
Stoneleigh House, Frome, Somerset; Allweather 
Mechanical Grouting Co., Ltd., 47 Victoria-st., Lon- 
don, SW1; Constable Hart and Co., Ltd., Lion 
House, Rickmond, Surrey. Painting work: T. H. 
Kenyon and Sons, Ltd., Chancellors Works, Croxley- 
td., London, W9; Spraycraft Co., Ltd., 61 Widmore- 
rd., Bromley, Kent; J. and B. Abbott (Contractors), 
Ltd., Sherbourne House, 23/25 Northolt-rd., South 
Harrow, Middx.; Wm. Herd and Co., Ltd., 88 Baker- 
st, London, W1; Singleton Decorators, Ltd., West- 
minster-bldgs, High-st., Doncaster. Artificers work: 
Y. J. Lovell and Son, Ltd., 35 High-st., Marlow, 
Bucks; Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 231/231a Reading- 
la., Hayes, Middx.; Bosworth and Wakeford, Ltd., 
New-st., Daventry, Northants; J. R. Deacon, Ltd., 
Lombard-st., Lichfield; James Denenis and Son, Ltd., 
Knowle, Braunton, North Devon; William Sindall, 
Ltd., Gloucester-st., Cambridge. 

{London (Office of the Receiver, New Scotland 
Yard).—Results of tenders for Metropolitan Police 
building works are as ~follows:— 

External decorations and repairs, Richmond Police 
Stn., Druce & Co. (Decorators), £553. Garden lay- 
out, Hayling-gr., Croydon, Gilliam & Co., Ltd., £527. 
External and internal repairs, Poplar Police Stn., R- 
Woollaston, £648. Internal and external repairs and 
decorations, Ealing Police Stn., F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 
£3,002. External repairs, walling and paving, Hendon 
Stn,, Ltd., £1,285. De- 
molition, a, ifton-gdns., W9, hari 
Griffiths, Ltd., £488. 


{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended July 31:— 

London: House of Commons, SW1, Modernisation 
of strangers’ bar and cafeteria, James Carmichael 
(Contractors), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., SW18. Gerrard 
telephone exchange, WI, Alterations, John Mather 
(Builders), Ltd., Northampton-sq., ECl. British 
Museum, WCI1, Stripping and renewal of copper 
covering, Holloway Metal Roofs, Ltd., 44/46, 
Queensland-rd., N7, Farraday Buildings, South Block, 
EC4, Internal décorations, J. W. Green (Painters), 
Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19. Home Office, White- 
hall, SW1, Internal decorations, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 
8. Essex-st., WC2. New Government ices, 
Whitehall-gdns., SW1, Internal cleaning and decora- 
tions, J. Scott-Fenn, Ltd., 42, Calderwood-st., Wool- 
wich, SE18. Cornwall: Custom House, Arwenack- 
st., Falmouth, Re-roofing main building, G. G. Davey, 
Tresooth-la., Penryn, Cornwall. Derbyshire: Catcliffe 
House, Bakewell, Adaptations, W. J. & J. Mettam, 
Ltd., Mill-st., Bakewell. High-st., Heanor, New office 
building, Ford & Weston, Ltd., Osmaston-rd., 
Derby. Middlesex: Hampton Court Palace, Repairs 
to roofs, Bernard Exton, Ltd., Station Works, King 
James-st., Southwark, SE1. Hounslow telephone ex- 
change, Internal decorations, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 
Ltd., 141, Uxbridge-rd., W12.. Dollis Hill post office. 
research stn., Erection of submarine repeater test 
house, Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 6, Bathhurst-st., 
W2. Renfrewshire: R.O.F. Bishopton, Extension, 
Findlay & McGeechan, Ltd., 1097, Tollcross-rd., Toll- 
cross, Glasgow, Warwickshire: Sheldon, Bir- 
mingham telephone exchange, Erection of extension, 
Bragg Bros., Ltd., Church Hill-rd., Solihull, Birming- 
ham. Yorkshire: Knottingley, Erection of New 
X, W. G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Montpellier 
House, Cold Bath-rd., Harrogate. Hampshire : 
Messrs. E.R.D.E., Christchurch, Hants, Road con- 
struction, Grounds & Newton, Ltd., Hampshire 
House, Bournemouth. Hereford: M/S _ Belmont 
Housing estate, Hereford, Refelting roofs, Neuchate? 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., 189, Hagley-rd., Birmingham 16. 

"London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD for week ended July 31:— 

Nottinghamshire: Painting and decorating, F._Lab- 
bett & Sons, Nottingham. Essex: Building, F. R. 


Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham. Kent: Demoli- 
tion, H. Goodsell, Canterbury. Essex: Water mains. 
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Percy eos Ltd., London. Sussex: Building, R. 
Corben & So Ltd., Maidstone; J. Boxall, Pee ra 
Sussex. rand Building, Henry T. Hill & Son, Ltd., 


SOUTH WALES & MON 
REGIONAL COUNCIL 
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i THE FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS 
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Technical & Legal Advice 
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Regional Office, 


17, HIGH STREET, 
CARDIFF 


Tel.: 22043 


Brookwood. Staffordshire: Building work, William 
Proctor & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield. Warwickshire : 
Building work, W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 
Birmingham. Staffordshire: Painting. F. Labbett & 
Sons, Nottingham. Lancashire: Building, Brown & 
Jackson, Ltd., Fleetwood. Lanarkshire: Painting, 
Sunter Hastie, Glasgow. Devonshire: Painting, T. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Exeter. Hampshire: Ventilating 
work, Beaven & Sons, Ltd., London. Wiltshire : 
Building. F. J. Blackmore & Son, Ltd., Bath. Hamp- 
shire: Painting, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash, Surrey. 
Dorset: Painting, N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury. 
—* : Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
xeter 

Middlesbrough.—Stores, Linthorpe-rd., for Middles- 
brough Co-op. Soc., Ltd. Plans by CWS Architects’ 
Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*CWS Building Dept., West Blandford-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £30,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of additional class- 
rooms at East Walker prim. sch. and Walkergate 
prim, sch., for EC: *R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders), 
Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


for Bainbridge & Co., Ltd., 18, Bigg-market: *James 
White, Ltd., Team Yatley Trading Estate, Gateshead. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of four shops and 
flats, Benton-rd. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, 
Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: *William Smelt, 
125, Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Newmarket.—16 flats at Manderston-rd., Houlds- 
worth Valley estate, for UDC. P. D. Lees, architect, 
Council Offices, Severals House:— 
George Calvesley & Sons, Ltd., Evington 
Valley-rd., Leicester .. 


.. £25,050 
T. W. Monkman, 2, Thornton-rd,, Cam- 


John Brignall & Son, 42, Newmarket-rd., 

William Sindall, Ltd., Gloucester-st., Cam- 

bridge 23,301 


W. J. Hunt, Ltd., Norwich-st., Cambridge 22,858 
Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., Sia, Norfolk-st., 
*Fuller & Blackwell, Burwell, Cambs 21,479 
Ramsgate.—Erection of 14 houses at Highfield 
estate, for TC: *D. C. Heard & Co., Ltd., £19,320. 
Scunthorpe.—Erection of 57 flats at Beechway, 
Lincoln-gdns. for BC. BS, . Cooper, MICE; 
quantities by A. 3 Thornton-Firkin, Lincoln; *Bernard 
Pumfrey, Ltd., 2 Géilliatt-st., Scunthorpe. £97,784. 
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Seaton (Devon).—Erection of 10 houses on Eliza- 
beth-rd. site and to carrying out the site work, for 
UDC: *G. T. Chubb & Sons, £14,100. 

Skipton.—24 bungalows on Horse-cl. estate, for 
UDC. K. B. Robinson, BSc(Eng), AMICE, : 
*J. Newsome Walker, Ltd., The Green, Horsforth, 
nr. Leeds; G. Feather, Station Works, Earby, Yorks. 

Stepney.—Erection of 55 flats as * part of S a 
ee scheme, for BC: *H. J. Walker & 
td. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—MH&LG approved the follow- 
ing tenders accepted by TC: *Moore & Cartwright, 
High-st., Norton, for 12 single persons’ houses, shop 
and flat at Newham Grange and 45 houses at Rose- 
worth; *L. Brown & Sons, Boathouse-la., Stockton, 
48 houses at Roseworth; and *G. Evans, Bishopton- 
la., Stockton, six houses at Roseworth. 

Trowbridge (Wilts).—Erection of 102 Reema houses 
at Studley Green estate, for UDC: *Reema Construc- 
tion Co., £143,757. 


Wallasey.—Erection of 30 houses at Digg-la., More- 


ton, for CBC; *Wm. Thornton and Sons, Ltd., 38 


Wellington-rd., Liverpool] 8. 
Waithamstow.—30 flats, Wadham-ave., E17, for BC. 
G. ARIBA, Boro’ A, E&s. Quantities 
ae, Ball & Ptnrs.: *S. R. Bryett, Grays Farm, 
** Dagenham, Essex. 


Wiltshire.—Erection of three classrooms at Southi- 
broom CE controlled sch., Devizes, 
Rendell & Sons, Devizes, £10,945. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The Middlesex Publishing Co., 
194/200, Bishopsgate, London, EC2, have 
now published the fourth edition of the 
Fibre Building Boards Register. The regi- 
ster lists brands of fibre and chip-board now 
available and gives information about each 
under the following headings:—Type, stan- 
dard sizes, thicknesses, square feet per ton, 
producer, agent or concessionaire. The 
company have also published the 1954 edi- 
tion of the Wood Preservatives register. Over 
sixty types of wood preservatives are listed 
and information on eath is given under the 
following headings:—Method of application, 
absorptions, special recommendations, manu- 
facturer, licensed processors or distributors. 
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